
ABCs of Collecting Perfins
(PERForated INSignia)

A Perfins Club Presentation



Why Not Collect Perfins?

• Add a new dimension to your collecting

• More than 200 nations have perfins

• The US has more than 6400 patterns

• Perfins are easily obtainable

• To many collectors, a perfin is a damaged stamp

• Many ways to collect perfins—no rules

• Pattern identification can be challenging

• All you need to start is an illustrated catalog
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Large Companies with Multiple Patterns 

Cat. No.  User of Pattern          Symbol     No. Patterns 

 

A221-?? American Radiator Company  AR     57 

 

B116-?? B. F. Goodrich Company   BFG     52 

 

G72-?? General Electric Company  G(E)     55 

 

I43.7-?? International Harvester Company C(IH)   130 

 

N113-?? New York Life Insurance Company NLY   198 

 

S195-?? Standard Oil Company   SO     82 

 

W72-?? Western Electric Company  WE     76 

 

W199-?? Western Union Telegraph Company WU     32 
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PERFIN RATINGS

A RARE  10 COPIES OR LESS KNOWN

B+ SCARCE  11-20 COPIES KNOWN

B 21-40 COPIES KNOWN

C+ 41-80 COPIES KNOWN

C FOUND OFTEN IN COLLECTIONS OF 

2400+ DIFFERENT PATTERNS

D+ ABOVE AVERAGE

D AVERAGE – FOUND IN COLLECTIONS

OF 1200-2400 DIFFERENT PATTERNS

E COMMON

F FOUND IN PRACTICALLY ALL 

COLLECTIONS
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