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 Synopsis 

Exhibit History 

An earlier, less complete, version of this ex-

hibit was shown at the 2013 Rocky Mountain 

Stamp Show in Denver where it received a 

Gold by the American Association of Philatelic 

Exhibitors and a Vermeil in the Single Frame 

Exhibit awards.  Since that time, a number of 

very important pieces have been added.  

Treatment and Importance 

 Scope – This is an exhibit of perfins on the 
postage stamps of Cuba.  It does not in-
clude the 1903 perfin of postal stationery 
nor revenue stamps.  It does include reve-
nue use of perfined postage stamps. Perfin 
stamps were used over a span of fifty 
years, but most of the perfin use was from 
1914 until around 1954.  The last usage 
was in 1961. 

 Organization – Following the first usage on 
postal stamps on the 1911 series of defini-
tive stamps, the exhibit is divided into three 
groups of usage by firms – the initial flower-
ing of usage after 1914, the second group 
beginning in 1917 and the last, much small-
er, group which started to perfin their post-
age stamps after 1930.  It is impossible to 
tell which companies started on a particular 
date, so the companies are presented al-
phabetically within each group.   

 Development – This exhibit draws upon a 
much larger collection of Cuban perfins 
both on and off cover.  It is the most com-
prehensive exhibit of its kind one could find 
anywhere on this topic.  An important addi-
tion to the collection of the exhibitor was all 
the perfins and covers from Alfredo Díaz 
Gámez of Havana, Cuba whose published 
articles were the principal knowledge of the 
subject matter for a number of years.  

 Balance – Within the confines of a one 
frame exhibit, the exhibitor has shown rep-
resentative uses by the various companies 

and samples of each company’s perfin 
stamps. 

 Importance – One only has to understand 
the rarity of many covers and stamps in this 
presentation to appreciate the importance 
of this exhibit.  It could not be duplicated in 
its scope anywhere else at this time.  Spe-
cific rare items to look for include: 

1. Unique letterhead application to post 
office officials asking permission to use  
the RV&Co. perfin pattern with the per-
forations of the 10 die head attached; 

2. Unique A&C and CA pattern covers; 

3. A&C, FRCo and O&C pattern identifi-
cation; 

4. Unique stamp with extra code holes in 
the EL SOL pattern; 

5. One of two known SEC covers. 

6. One of three known DUN covers; 

7. Very scarce TDEI official punch perfin 
of  a postage stamp on a 1917 ID card; 

8. Very scarce SARRA Boletin de Expedi-
cion (customs form) with 9 perfins; 

9. Scarce EA perfin stamps & cover; and, 

10. Scarce A&C, EA, JLL, M&co and O&C 
stamps;  

Knowledge and Research 

The exhibitor is extremely knowledgeable in 

the area of Cuban perfins.  He is published 

with some regularity in the Perfin Club’s Bulle-

tin and the International Cuban Philatelic Soci-

ety’s Journal of Cuban Philately.  He created 

and maintains a website on Cuban perfins 

wherein he illustrates all known perfin patterns 

on postage and revenue stamps. 



Condition and Rarity 

This collection is missing only four known 

unique covers: One undocumented cover 

(ENC) was mentioned without a scan in a 

footnote in The Cuban Philatelist.  It was in 

the possession of a man in Florida whose 

massive Cuban collection disappeared after 

his death in 1997.  One (QHC) cover is in the 

estate of a man in the Netherlands whose son 

has kept his collection.  The other two (NPT 

and PD) are in the hands of noted perfin col-

lector Rudy Roy.  Indeed, some of the off cov-

er perfins were not in the collection of Rudy 

Roy who had been collecting Cuban perfin 

stamps and writing about them since 1973 un-

til they were given to him by the exhibitor after 

acquiring them from Sr. Díaz Gámez . 

Presentation 

Each company is noted in a box with blue 

background with its place of business and 

perfin usage.  “Usage” means either the year 

that a particular perfined stamp was issued or 

the date of a known perfin cover.  In the case 

of RV&Co., we have the initial application of 

the company to use that perfin pattern.  This 

is followed by the reverse of the perfin against 

a black background to clearly show the perfin.  

Next is a selection of one or more representa-

tive perfins and, if available, this is followed by 

a cover or other usage. 
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