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Perfins on the Postage Stamps of Cuba
Synopsis

Exhibit History

An earlier, less complete, version of this ex-
hibit was shown at the 2013 Rocky Mountain
Stamp Show in Denver where it received a
Gold by the American Association of Philatelic
Exhibitors and a Vermeil in the Single Frame
Exhibit awards. Since that time, a number of
very important pieces have been added.

Treatment and Importance

e Scope — This is an exhibit of perfins on the
postage stamps of Cuba. It does not in-
clude the 1903 perfin of postal stationery
nor revenue stamps. It does include reve-
nue use of perfined postage stamps. Perfin
stamps were used over a span of fifty
years, but most of the perfin use was from
1914 until around 1954. The last usage
was in 1961.

e Organization — Following the first usage on
postal stamps on the 1911 series of defini-
tive stamps, the exhibit is divided into three
groups of usage by firms — the initial flower-
ing of usage after 1914, the second group
beginning in 1917 and the last, much small-
er, group which started to perfin their post-
age stamps after 1930. It is impossible to
tell which companies started on a particular
date, so the companies are presented al-
phabetically within each group.

e Development — This exhibit draws upon a
much larger collection of Cuban perfins
both on and off cover. It is the most com-
prehensive exhibit of its kind one could find
anywhere on this topic. An important addi-
tion to the collection of the exhibitor was all
the perfins and covers from Alfredo Diaz
Gamez of Havana, Cuba whose published
articles were the principal knowledge of the
subject matter for a number of years.

« Balance - Within the confines of a one
frame exhibit, the exhibitor has shown rep-
resentative uses by the various companies

and samples of each company’s perfin
stamps.

e Importance — One only has to understand
the rarity of many covers and stamps in this
presentation to appreciate the importance
of this exhibit. It could not be duplicated in
its scope anywhere else at this time. Spe-
cific rare items to look for include:

1. Unique letterhead application to post
office officials asking permission to use
the RV&Co. perfin pattern with the per-
forations of the 10 die head attached;

2. Unique A&C and CA pattern covers;

3. A&C, FRCo and O&C pattern identifi-
cation;

4. Unique stamp with extra code holes in
the EL SOL pattern;

5. One of two known SEC covers.
6. One of three known DUN covers;

7. Very scarce Toel official punch perfin
of a postage stamp on a 1917 ID card;

8. Very scarce SARRA Boletin de Expedi-
cion (customs form) with 9 perfins;

9. Scarce EA perfin stamps & cover; and,

10. Scarce A&C, EA, JLL, M&co and O&C
stamps;

Knowledge and Research

The exhibitor is extremely knowledgeable in
the area of Cuban perfins. He is published
with some regularity in the Perfin Club’s Bulle-
tin and the International Cuban Philatelic Soci-
ety’s Journal of Cuban Philately. He created
and maintains a website on Cuban perfins
wherein he illustrates all known perfin patterns
on postage and revenue stamps.



Condition and Rarity

This collection is missing only four known
unique covers: One undocumented cover
(ENC) was mentioned without a scan in a
footnote in The Cuban Philatelist. It was in
the possession of a man in Florida whose
massive Cuban collection disappeared after
his death in 1997. One (QHC) cover is in the
estate of a man in the Netherlands whose son
has kept his collection. The other two (NPT
and PD) are in the hands of noted perfin col-
lector Rudy Roy. Indeed, some of the off cov-
er perfins were not in the collection of Rudy
Roy who had been collecting Cuban perfin
stamps and writing about them since 1973 un-
til they were given to him by the exhibitor after

acquiring them from Sr. Diaz Gamez .
Presentation

Each company is noted in a box with blue
background with its place of business and
perfin usage. “Usage” means either the year
that a particular perfined stamp was issued or
the date of a known perfin cover. In the case
of RV&Co., we have the initial application of
the company to use that perfin pattern. This
is followed by the reverse of the perfin against
a black background to clearly show the perfin.
Next is a selection of one or more representa-
tive perfins and, if available, this is followed by
a cover or other usage.
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http://www.cubafil.org/MemberPages/RRoy/PDF_Files/Littrell-Internet-FRCo-Perfin.pdf
http://www.cubafil.org/MemberPages/RRoy/PDF_Files/Littrell-AnotherCubanPerfinProved.pdf
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Perfins on the Postage Stamps of Cuba

This is an exhibit of perfins on the postage stamps of Cuba. It does not include earlier perfins of revenue
stamps. Perfins of postage stamps were begun in England by Joseph Sloper in 1868. The process almost
immediately caught on in Europe. Firms in the United States were given permission to perforate stamps in
1908. In Cuba, perfins were first used on postage stamps on the 1911 definitive series and last used in 1961,
but most use was discontinued by the early 1950's.

BNC perfin
Banco Nacional
de Cuba
Usage: 1914 - 1919
5¢ Map of Cuba
definitive (1914)

ized holder of that perfin pattern. They became virtually worthless to others. But, of
course, there were always ways around the system and personal use letters did get sent.

So, what is a perfin? The term has become widely and interna-
tionally used as an acronym for PERForated INitials or INsignia.
Perfins were created by companies with a perforating machine.
The perforation machine head, containing one or more dies, each
consisting of a set of pins in letter or design patterns descended to
the stamps below and punched the pattern into the stamp.

Why go to the trouble of perforating stamps? Theft. Employ-
ees who walked out the door with unused stamps could resell them
at a discount and in some countries they were allowed to even re-
turn them for full value to the post office! Unused stamps could al-
so be pilfered for personal use of office boys or mailing clerks.
When perforated, however, the stamps would not be knowingly ac-
cepted for use by the post office by anyone other than the author-

vented an employee from reselling discounted postage.

CA perfin (back)
Compaiiia Armour
de Cuba
Usage: 1917 - 1928
2¢ Maximo Gémez
definitive (1917)

At minimum, it pre-

Presentation is in chronological order by four period groupings and then companies are listed alphabeti-
cally within these groups. A reverse view is presented for each company against a black background to clear-
ly see the perfin pattern. Special, rare or unique items are in solid red frames. Specific rare items to look for

include:

1.

2. ggg‘:’eEAAs;ﬁ dangg‘é getetfsr? cover and very scarce l. Cuba’s First Perfin on a Postage Stamp.... 2
3. Very scarce T de | official punch perfin of a postage Il. Early users: Companies that began
stamp on a 1917 identification card; 1
4. Very scarce SARRA Boletin de Expedicion;(customs to perfin stamps in 1914 3
form) with 9 perfined postage stamps; ; :
5. A&C, O&C and FRCo pattern identification; lil. Second Wave: Companies that started to
6. Unique extra code hole EL SOL pattern; Perfin stamps around 1917 .......cceeercenresnens 8
7. Scarce A&C, EA, JLL, M&co, and O&C patterns.
IV. Late comers: Companies that began
Rarity statements are based on the knowledge of the to perfin stamps after 1930 ........cooeceeuneen. 15
presenter who is well familiar with the subject matter and in
consultation with other experts. V. The demise of the Cuban perfin ............... 16

Unique application of RV&Co. pattern user to employ
perfin use with 10 die perforation sample;

Major references:

Schwerdt, Robert J., Ed.; The World Perfins Catalog, American Section, The Perfins Club, 1992.

Fernandez Lopez, Marta Rosa and Diaz Gamez, Alfredo; “Apuntes Para un Catalogo de Sellos Cubanos con Per-
foraciones de Empresas” (Notes for a Catalog of Cuban Perfins), Revista de Filatelia, April, 2003 (in Spanish).
Littrell, Robert; “Perfin Update — Which Cuban Perfins Remain Unidentified?”, The Perfins Bulletin, Vol. 66, No. 3,

*
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Whole No. 634, May-June, 2012, pp. 64-65.

Content Page

Perfins on the Stamps of Cuba website: http://www.cubafil.org/MemberPages/RRoy/Perfins. html
Littrell, Robert; “Cuban Perfins - Los Perfins Cubanos” Journal of Cuban Philately, Vol. 4, No. 3, Whole No. 13, July

- Sept. 2013, p. 5 (in English and Spanish).



I. Cuba’s First Perfin on a Postage Stamp

The earliest perfin known on a postage stamp of Cuba dates from
the 1911-1913 definitive postage stamp series. The firm was R.G.
Dun & Co., a predecessor firm to Dun & Bradstreet having an office in
Havana. lIts perfin read “Dun”.

The American Section of the World Perfin Catalog (1992) listed
the “no control holes” as a separate listing. Several one control hole
Dun perfins have been found since then. The existence of a multi-
ple (with two of the varieties on it) now points toward a multiple-head
single machine rather than two machines and that pin breaks are the
most likely cause of the differences in the number of control holes.
The U.S. Perfins Club has a glossary that defines “control hole” as “an
additional hole extra to the normal design”.

Cuba’s first perfins on 1¢ Masé
and 2¢ Gémez (1911-1913)

|
R.G. Dun & Company
(Dun & Bradstreet)
;  Havana
Usage from 1911 to 1938

2 control holes 1 control hole No control holes
2¢ Mapita (1915) 2¢ Gomez (1917) 2¢ Gomez (1930)

Brown Shoe Company.-
Manufaaturers.g ny
St. Louis, MoJU.S.d.~

DEVUELVASE AL
APARTADO 746
HABANA, CUBA

A probable authorized use from Havana to a company in St. Louis, Missouri, USA.
Perfin on 2¢ over 3¢ José de la Luz Caballero overprint (1933).
One of three DUN covers known. This is the only cover on a possible company printed letterhead.




IL. Early Users: Companies that began to perfin stamps around 1914

We see the appearance of perfins BNC, ENC, Maco, NCB, NLY, NPT and SARRA in 1914.
Only the eight “little map of Cuba” series of postage stamps (reprinted in 1915) and the Gertrudis
Gomez commemorative were issued from 1914 to 1917. On those stamps we find seven compa-

nies which have started the perforation of their postage stamps.

1. s :

§
Banco Nacional de Cuba 3

Havana —§

Usage from 1914 to 1922 3 W

7 mexw
BNC perfin
Usages of the BNC perfin: 5¢ Gertrudis Gémez (1914) 50¢ Maceo (1917)

Used 20 March 1922 to Mainz, Germany.
Perfin on 2¢ Gémez & 3¢ de la Luz definitives (1917-18)

MODELO 1490

DEVUELVASE A LOS CINCO DIAS AL V\“A

ON o
\ o) :
BANCO NACIONAL DE CUBA gmmo —
NATIONAL BANK OF CUBA A 9‘PM

HABANA, CUBA

e e
=%

mm

19

modelo 1490

DEVUELVASE A LOS CINCO DIAS AL

bymeed 4,

BancO NAcioONAL DE CuUuBA
NATIONAL BANK OF CUBA -
HABANA, CUBA.

Fat r A AT~ a Niead s T g"‘ -"E"" ';"
Philadelphia Natlional -8dgnk,

Philadelphia, Pa.

M. B q ) ) é |

e

OPENED BY

Used 6 December 1918 to Philadelphia, PA. Perfin on 3¢ José de la Luz definitive (1917)



2.
Empresa Naviera de Cuba

Havana
Usage from 1914 to 1940

f;' IR N P

S e T 2

This company ran a steamship line with regular service
to New York, San Juan and Central America. A single ex-
ample of the ENC perfin has been reported on cover, but
the owner has died and the cover has not been located.
No scan exists to document it. There are also unconfirmed
reports of an ENC variety in which the letters are horizon-
tally displayed instead of diagonal.

ENC Perfins

2¢ Gomez commemorative (1936)
3¢ Mangos of Baragua commemorative (1933)

Below is an official punch perfin from
3. L %0 aiee the Cuban Post Office Department of a
Government of Cuba T DE l S *% | regular postage stamp - a 10 centavos
(Post Office) Official Punch oo o, Mapita (little map) stamp of 1915.
Usage from 1917 to 1928 > _ T DE | stands for Tarjeta de Identificacion
ooooceaoo’ | (ID Card).

TARJETA DE IDENTHICACION N.9 c)’Z"é _____

z
a

. SRREEILES de 1911% :

_____ it PROVINCIA DE.

El infrascrito declara que las ﬁrmas que aparecen al

ple d, debajo de la fotografiq adherida al frente,

Y que serd valzda ramte un ano, contado desde esta

/7 %M/M

wnd

A C‘BL LA‘(&DMON -

éRCORRE% y A
nsy,{mnom / &
£/




Unknown Company M
attributed to Monroe & Company :
Havana k &Co
Usage from 1914 to 1917 ' ‘

Mzco Perfin
2¢ Mapita (Little Map)
(1915)

Rarest of all Cuban perfins,
this is one of only three
perfin stamps known to this
exhibitor.

Identification of this company is not established. Some attribute the origin to Monroe & Co., an American
advertising agency which published telephone trade directories in the English language. This firm was locat-
ed in the Robins Building (the home of the Frank Robins Co., featured herein as owner of the FRCo perfin).

5'
National City Bank of
- NewYork
- Havana and Manzaniﬂo
‘Usage from 1914 to 1946

The National City Bank of New York (now
CitiBank) had a large presence in Cuba. It had
perfins on at least 75 different Cuban postage

NCB Perfins
1¢ 6™ Pan American Conference (1928)
5¢ Independence commemorative (1936)

stamps over 32 years. Relatively plentiful Havana envelopes with corner cards describe the “West
Indian Branch” or the “Havana Branch” with “Havana” in the English spelling, rather than the Span-
ish “Habana”. One Manzanillo branch perfin envelope (shown below) has now been found.

After 5 days, return to
THE NATIONAL CITY BANK OF NEW YORK
SUCURSAL DE MANZANILLO
MANZANILLO, CUBA

*

‘Sr,Paul Stommel,

Stahlwaren-Tabrik,

-,

Solingen,Germany,

Used 9 April 1930 to Solingen, Germany — Perfin on 5¢ Pan-American Games Commemorative (1930)
Only known Manzanillo Branch (or Sucursal) perfin envelope. '



6.
‘New York Life
Insurance Co.

R S

Havana :
 Usage from 1914t0 1917 S
NLY Perfins - New York Life
Although perfin stamps of NLY are not rare and nine 1¢ Map of Cuba definitive (1914)
different stamps are known with perfins, no covers are 2¢ Maximo Gomez definitive (1917)

known to exist from Cuba, although the identification is

easily made from U.S. usage.

; i
National Paper & Type
Co. of Cuba, S.A.
- Havana
Usage from 1914 to 1938 NPT Perfin
o ook 5¢ Calixto Garcia
definitive (1917)
NPT Perfin

This was thg Havana branch of the much larger U.S. enterprise 2 + 1¢ Marie Curie
which imported and distributed paper products and office goods. Semi-Postal (1938)

Perfins are scarce. No known covers exist on the letterhead of the

company. One apparently unauthorized use is on cover (a postcard

from 1927 to a postcard collector in Brazil).

8. &
/ 2 ¥ 8-
Drogueria Sarra 1 '
Havana E .
Usage from 1914 to 1954 :

Drogueria Sarra was established in 1853 in Havana
by Doctor José Sarra to provide pharmaceutical and
homeopathic products. Under his son, Dr. Ernesto
Sarra, it expanded to become the largest pharmaceuti-
cal and distribution company in Cuba and in Latin
America until 1960 when the Fidel Castro government
confiscated most private businesses.

Representative perfins follow:

10¢ Special Delivery 2¢ Matanzas
{1914) series (1931)

10¢ Macon Airship 20¢ Sugar series
airmail (1933) airmail (1954)




NY 0042

HABA I\{A.-H.

Although not used for postage, these postage stamps were employed on a Boletin de Expedicién —
a declared value customs form — probably in the late 1920’s. Such usage is scarce.
Perfins on two 1¢ José Marti definitives (1925); on a 5¢ Calixto Garcia definitive (1925);
and on six 10¢ Tomas Estrada Paima definitive stamps (1927)

A ASRSEE

A0
hiioe
b Centro g
= e v Veras..... i v
= B vi]
< 1100
1 1178
i - -
Used w'ndow | m Drogueria Directos Ventas......... :g?k}%g
| &
- = W13
envelope < Farmacia Diretos Ventas.......... henzo
| ! Pagos Cobrs.. A
24 March 1937 <« uncms{n;?;m:“:_s £
1 — 253
> CENTRAL

ELECTRO MAGNETICA
AUTOMATICA
46 TELEFONOS INTERIORES

Perfins on:

10¢ Matanzas
{blimp Macon)
airmail (1936)

AR IRT S NI O Bk & R #

1¢ Marti b
definitive (1930)
2¢ Gémez
definitive (1930)

VIA - AIR MAIL

s N .




III. Second Wave: Companies that started to perfin stamps around 1917

1 }

Acosta & Company I
Havana ‘i

Usage from 1917 to 1918 |
, e |
|

S
7 oy
@
s
s
o kg (]
[xa] [
! o
| =t
(6]
1‘ H
e
A&C Perfin ' .E
3¢ José de la Luz ! o
definitive (1917) ! 8

Acosta & Company is the owner of
this very scarce perfin. Little is known
about the firm, but an advertisement
from the Paper Maker's Directory of
1920 proclaimed that they were
“Brokers, Commission Merchants, |
Paper & Pulp”. "

There is but this one cover and
only four different issues of stamps

lesses. M. Wood & Sons

are known with this perfin. { 5
Until the recent discovery of this f 9
cover, it was believed the perfin had a ‘ E

different ownership. z g

<

Z

-

‘ o

Unique cover used ) & c
24 December 1918(?) from Havana to 4{ Lo
Sackville, New Brunswick, Canada. : g

Perfins on 1¢ Marti (1917), 2¢ Gémez (1917) Z -

and 2¢ Gémez (1918) ' ey




Compaiiia Armour de Cuba

(Armour and Company)
Havana — Usage from 1917 to 1928

s \ & . Compariia Armour de Cuba was a subsidiary
‘, oo, | of the U.S. company of the same English name.
3 .2 ¢ -1 Armmour had large interests in beef and mutton.
4
3 - «
A This is the only known CA perfin on cover:

.
CA
(monogram)

Perfin

1¢ José Marti
(1917)

¢ DIAS DEVUELVASE A )
§ COMPANIA ARMOURDECUBA

Used 21 June 1922 to Asheville, North Carolina; perfin on 2¢ Maximo Gémez definitive (1918)

Cuban Telephone Co.
Havana — Usage from 1917 to 1933

The Cuban Telephone Co. was a subsidiary of
the U.S. company IT&T. In the early days of radio,
stations like PWX in Havana would send out post-
cards to people receiving the signal. This 1924
CTC perfin is on a 1¢ Marti definitive (1917).

3.

e

2
s
é

CTC Perfin
2¢ José de la
Luz revaluation
and overprint
(1933)

P - S T e e 4 o N?“ ATy

' ““If you hear the tick of a clock, you are in tune with PWX”’

& ABR 1924
Radio:

l
\
!‘ ! A
{ HABANA -
POST CARD CBPYRIGHT ISER RADID CORPGRATION OF CUBA

i Station PWX is operated by the

‘ Cuban Telephone Company, associated

t with the International Telephone and

)I Telegraph Corporation of New York.
We broadcast regularly on Wednesday

T and Saturday nights, from 8:30 to 11

; Fastern Standard Time, on a 400-meter

l wave-length. We have been heard in
Holland, England, Alaska and throughm——

tral America, the Uf;;lz{ed

74
g5cs 58

o s B




4. i In 1900, a large department store
El Encanto was founded called Solis Entrialgo &
, Cia. It was later known as “El Encan-
” 3 - ” j
{80l Enttblgn y Cul) i to” (The Charm). It was frequented by
the upper crust of Havana and the
world’s rich and famous.

Havana
Usage from 1917 to 1929

e W RN, I SEC perfin
> : 2¢ Gémez

(1917)

SEC Cover
Used 17 Sept.

— L SURREUS |

} o . B evos | D | 1928 to San
~ S Francisco, CA.
/W QZ j,a/lL - | Perfin on 5¢
| airmail defini-
tive (1927)

One of two
covers
known, the
other being
on company
letterhead.

s Sun Life Assurance Co. was a

5. g 2o fairly prolific issuer of perfin stamps
ElSoldeCanadd . -.i.i = | overa life span of 31 years.
(Sun Life Assurance Co.) & 2 zif
Havans % Ve The only known EL SOL perfin
5 A

with 3 additional code holes

Usage from 1917 to 1948 7 5
e 1941 Postal Tax stamp

6. 4
Enrique Armaignac

REPURLICADECURATM

~ Santiago de Cuba
Usage from 1917 to 1945

EA perfin
This company sold boots, shoes, harnesses and saddles. 2¢ Maximo Gémez
Perfins are scarce and covers are extremely scarce. Three definitive (1918)

covers are known and six different issues of stamps bear perfins.



EA Cover

Peleteria, Zapateria y Talabarteria

Used 21

March 1934 [ | t ENRIQUE A
to Buffalo, | | | .

New York idand

Gallo No. 66, esquina a la Habana

Perfin on 3¢ TELEFONO No. 2219  APARTADO No. 51

de la Luz LS —— Al
definitive § ' : SANTIAGO DE CUBA

(1930)

One of

three
covers
known.

i
Frank Robins Company

Havana
Usage from 1917 to 1925

AALT T S et
° 0%
g e
.
r‘ s
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This firm dealt in books, musical instruments and office
equipment. This ID has not been confirmed by a letterhead of
the company, but four postcards have been produced that
were written over a period of three years with FRCo perfins,
all written by an employee of the Frank Robins Company. The exhibitor discovered this connection.

FRCo Perfin
Two 1¢ Marti definitives on piece (1917)

This picture postcard
was sent by Ralph W.
Crain, an employee of
the Frank Robins
Company, to his sons.

Used 11 September
1922 from Havana to
Augusta, lllinois, USA

Perfin on 1¢ José Marti
definitive (1917)

This postcard led to the
positive identification of
the FRCo perfin.




| Unknown Company

2 5
i . . A

~ attributed to José Llano §
g

Havana ' 53., &

-

5
o

Usage from 1917101930 &0

José Llano was the owner of a jewelry store in downtown Havana which
also carried crystal glassware. Perfins of this pattern are scarce. Only seven JLL perfin

different issues of stamps are known with the JLL perfin.

No cover exists to confirm this
company, but it is widely attributed
L — 1 to José Llano.

| 9. "':2"‘?5
Odriozola y Cia :
% ' 2
~ Cienfuegos g
! 5
‘Usage from 1917101926 |
O&C perfin
10¢ Estrada Palma
definitive (1917)

The firm of Odriozola & Co. imported and distributed hard-
ware from the town of Cienfuegos. Although hypothesized to
be the pattern used by Odriozola y Cia, the perfin's ownership
had not previously been publicly identified until discovery of
this perfin (at right) by the exhibitor. Since that time, this
scarce Cuban perfin has been discovered on a single cover in
the possession of a collector in New Jersey. Only eight issues
of postage stamps are known with this pattern.

2¢ Central American
Games (1930)

The discovery stamp
identifying this company
2 centavos Timbre Nacional
revenue stamp with the company’s

name, Odriozola y Cia, stamped on
its face and dated 5 July 1923.

.10 -

Quifiones Hardware

Corporation ’

~ Havana -
Usage from 1917 to 1919

This company began in 1916 using an English

language name. It's corner card read “Ferreteria y QHC perfin QHC perfin
Maquinaria” which means hardware and machinery. 2¢ Maximo Gémez 3¢ José de la Luz
Only one cover exists with a collector in the Nether- definitive (1917) definitive (1917)

lands. Perfins are not common and are known only
on four postage stamp definitive issues of 1917.
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CUENTAS CORRIENTES

THE ROYAL BANK ;CANADA AN E Liskl& 62 eeq £ Nep*uno
THE NATIONAL CITY BANK OF NEW YORK &
BANCO DEL COMERCIO g = FX s, SE R 1 : A b
Ic _ Yol 25 Noviembre 1925
J)

CIUDAD

Sefiores:-

Nos pemmitimos rogar a Vis,tengan a bien autorizarmos
para el uso de una Miquina de Teladrar con nuestras ;.niaia.les los
SELLOS DE CORREOS que utilizamos para el servicio de esta s/c.

Aaaﬁlpaﬁamcs lodelo del referido Taladro y esperamos gue

el lo Juzgen razonable mos sea concedia la ‘refefiﬁa autorizacion.

L/

11 | Libreria Cervantes was Ricardo Veloso’s Havana
. . . Etuiee e bookstore. Veloso edited and published books. In 1926,
Ricardo Veloso y Cia, 1 ¥ 'l Veloso merged his company with Cultural, S.A.
Cultural S.A. } sl B
Havana Baaioa Perfins and covers are relatively plentiful.
Usage from 1925 to 1949 Lxl"i':.'limv Seen above is Veloso’s application to the post office
e 1 department. It reads in translation:

We pray you would look favorably at authorizing us
RVCo. the use of a Perforating Machine, with our initials, to perfo-
perfin rate those postage stamps that we use in the course of our
3¢ Democracy | business. ,
in America We are enclosing an example of the above referenced
(1942) Perforator and hope that, if you deem them reasonable, you
would grant us the aforementioned authorization.




Framed below is the attachment of Ricardo Veloso which shows three perfined stamps. The
paper is perforated with the ten die RV&Co. machine. This was to illustrate to the post office depart-
ment what his perfins would look like. Another 10 die example of this impression does not exist.

The post office responded the very next day with a letter, not shown due to space constraints:

In response to your kind letter of the 25" of this month, requesting permission to perforate postage
stamps with your initials according to the example you provided, by this writing we accede to your request,
provided that: the letters do not exceed one third of the dimensions of the stamp; the diameter of the
(initials) perforations be equal to those that separate one stamp from the other; and that the distance be-
tween the (initials) perforations also be equal to the distance between said (separating) perforations.
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Used 5 February 1932 to Paris, France
Perfin on 5¢ Calixto Garcia definitive (1930)



IV. Late comers: Two Companies that began to perfin stamps after 1930
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General Electric 1
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Cubana, S.A. 2
Havana, Camegiiey, Matanzas 3’

and Pinar del Rio.
Usage from 1930 to 1961
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This is a subsidiary of
the U.S. company.

GE perfin

Last known Cuban perfin
8¢ Declaration of Havana (1961)
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Langguth Olson Co., Inc.

11 Park Place
New York, N.Y.
UIS-A-

Used censored airmail November, 1942 from Havana to New York City
GE perfin on 10¢ national (supposedly for domestic use, but used here to USA)
airmail definitive (1931) and "2¢ postal tax stamp (1942)
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Parke, Davis y Cia

Havana
Usage from 1930 fo 1948
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This company, likewise, was a subsidiary of the

U.S. pharmaceutical company.

Covers are very

scarce, one being known to this exhibitor, but stamps

are relatively common.
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2¢ Communications
Retirement (1948)

2¢ Anniversary of Death of
the Poet, Placedo (1946)

1¢ Fifth Column (1943)

PD perfin




V. The demise of the Cuban perfin

With the advent of the postage meter, the use of perfins plummeted. It was no longer necessary
to perfin stamps and more of an inconvenience. Postal tax stamps, however, could not be incorpo-
rated into a postage meter. From 1938 until the revolution, one had to used postal tax stamps during
the months of December and January to raise money for the treatment of tuberculosis. One had to
physically place the stamp on each letter. During the World War Il, one also had to affix a “Victory”
postal tax stamp as well. Drogueria Sarra continued to perfin postal tax stamps until 1954.
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sNGLISH LANGUAGE

SARRA (Drogueria Sarra) cover (top) used 25 February 1943, showing use of a postal meterﬁin
and perfin on 1942 World War Il “Victory” postal tax stamp.
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SARRA cover used in 1951 showing use of a postal meter and perfin on 1950 tuberculosis postal tax stamp.





