Perfins of Austrian Levant

Levant is a common name for eastern Mediterranean and for the seaside area of original
Ottoman Empire infringing South-eastern Europe, the Middle East and northern part of Africa.
Aside from the own postal services also postal administrations of many other European countries
operated there till the beginning of the WWI and they also issued special stamps for this territory.
Among others it was also Austrian postal administration. On this territory Austrian stamp issues for
Levant (currency Para, Piaster) and also specific issues for Crete (currency Centimes, Franc) were
valid simultaneously.

Perfins originated in 1868 in England and gradually expanded into other countries of the
world. In Austrian Monarchy the permission to use perfins was issued on 4 April 1877. On the
Levant territory perfins were used by great international companies and banks, many of them
originated from European countries. Therefore their same perfins can be found on stamps of more
postal administrations (Ottoman, Austrian, German, Great Britain, French, Italian, Russian etc.).
Existing perfins on stamps from this territory we can generally consider as less common up to very
rare and on covers or cards as rare up to extremely rare. Overwhelming number of perfins on
Austrian stamps can be found on the stamp issues for Levant, perfins on Austrian Crete stamp
issues are purely outstanding.
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