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Web Site Down 

 
Just a quick note - with only a single fact. The 
Perfins Club website is “404 File not found”. We 
apologize for the inconvenience this entails for our 
members. 
 

It’s Millis Time 
 
There will be an informal get-together for any 
perfinner interested. It will be held , as in the past, in 
Millis, MA, on January 21, 2006, form 9:30 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. Come on 
in and visit! 

 

Thanks Bob!!! 
 

 
Presidential Reflections 

Bob Szymanski (LM#145) 
 
On December 31, 2005 the leadership of the Perfins 
Club will pass to our new President, Ed Linn .  My 
vote of confidence goes to Ed for volunteering for 
this position.  I promise Ed to be there for him as 
Past Presidents Kurt Ottenheimer  and Dick 
Mewhinney  have always been for me. 
 
It is difficult to believe that six years has already 
passed, I must have been having a good time (I can 
truthfully say that I have!)  I've had the opportunity 
to personally meet or correspond with 125 Club 
members.  This has made the President's job truly 
enjoyable. 
 
There are so many members I want to thank for their 
hard work and I do want to thank each and everyone.  
The following have been the elected officers during 
my term in office. Rudy Roy  has been the Vice-
President and Club Auctioneer for most of these 
years.  He ably spearheaded the revision of the By-

Laws and Club Constitution.  Believe me, this was a 
lot of work. Ed Linn  has recently taken over as 
Vice-President, soon to become President.   Our 
Secretary was Robert Russ in 2000 but it soon 
became apparent to Bob that work, school and 
family responsibilities would not allow him to 
continue on. Ken Rehfeld  volunteered to step in 
and has very ably functioned as Secretary for close 
to six years.  Treasurer Bil l Gersh  passed away 
suddenly in 2002 and again our Club was very 
fortunate in finding another willing and very capable 
Treasurer in Steve Endicott .  Steve was 
instrumental in setting up our escrow account for the 
life memberships that are once again being offered 
to the membership. 
 
Also, many member have filled the important 
appointed Club positions.  The late Marvin 
Mech  and late Sylvia Maniscalco  both served 
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as Librarians. Until recently, Doug Turner  has 
kept the Library materials moving. Presently, Doug 
Cutler  has accepted the Library responsibilities 
and is up and running having received all of the 
materials from Doug Turner.  Two members have 
served during my whole term, Bob Combs  as 
Perfins Sales Manager and Millard Driscoll  as 
Cover Sales Manager.  Both of these members have 
performed their duties day in and day out and have 
continued to bring money into the Club treasury as 
well as making many buying and selling members 
happy. Bruce Brunell  took over the Auctioneer's 
responsibilities in 2003 and has done an incredible 
job just as had Rudy Roy before him. Jackie 
Ryan  served as Publications Sales Manager 
through 2000 at which time Dave Lightle  took 
over.  Dave has made many printing changes which 
have contributed to lowering catalogues in 
inventory, thus keeping more money in our treasury! 
John Randall  has served for a long time as the U 
S Catalog Editor and will always be remembered for 
the current U S Perfins Catalog.  Then the late 
Richard Learn  served well as U S Catalog 
Editor until his untimely passing. Recently, Pat 
Callis  has assumed the U S Catalog Editor's 
responsibility and has been very conscientious in 
this position. John Randall  has been the Foreign 
Catalog Editor since Floyd Walker’s passing in 
2001.  A Revenue Catalog Chairman was created 
during the late 1990's with Chuck Spaulding 
taking up where Joe Miller had started.  
Unfortunately, both of these fine gentlemen have 
passed away.  After a short absence of a Revenue 
Catalog Editor, Art Mongan stepped forward 
and has taken on this large task.  We hope, in the 
near future, to start seeing the fruits of his efforts. 
 
The new Constitution created three additional 
position of Counsellors-at-Large.  These positions 
have been filled by Rev. John Griswold, until 
he passed away, as well as Ed Linn until he 
became Vice-President.  Currently, Doug 
Turner, Gary Hendren  and Brad Baker 
serve. 
 
I created one other position - that of a Sunshine 
Chairperson.  Again, it was Sylvia Maniscalco   
who volunteered to send get well and condolence 
cards to members and members' families.  Presently,  

John Drew is handling the responsibilities of this  
position.  If you know of anyone in need of cheering 
up, please let John know.  Two positions have been 
eliminated during my term.  These were the Railroad 
Catalog Chairman and the Canadian Representative - 
positions that had been filled by Irvin Holloway  
and Pat Durbano . 
 
One unofficial, but none-the-less very important 
position is that of the Club Webmaster. Joe 
Coulbourne  has graciously performed this task 
since the late 1990's and this site has been one of the 
greatest reasons for new membership. 
 
I saved the following Club position for last for a 
very special reason. Over the years, one of the main 
benefits of Perfin Club membership has been an 
excellent publication that has been produced 10 
times a year.  It is produced by a combination of the 
many members who take time to write and send 
material that they think might be of interest to the 
membership and most of all by the Perfins Bulletin 
Editors. Floyd Walker brought this publication 
to new heights and national awards for philatelic 
literature. Floyd's untimely passing was a both the 
loss of a great friend and a difficult job of finding a 
replacement.  The Club was very fortunate indeed 
when Paul Mistretta decided to accept this 
time consuming position for not a first, but the 
second time.  Our Bulletin continues to excel and 
give our Club one of the finest philatelic 
publications. 
 
A thank you is somehow insufficient.  Each and 
every one of the members I have mentioned make 
the Perfins Club what it is - the greatest Club with 
the greatest group of people I have ever had the 
privilege of being a part of. I do believe that I can 
offer the thanks of the membership for a job 
extremely well done! 
 
Now I leave the office of President happy to have 
served, happy knowing the Club is in good financial 
shape, happy knowing that our membership has 
grown at a time when most philatelic groups are 
losing members but, most of all, very happy 
knowing that the Club is in the good hands of all the 
members who are working so hard and capably for 
the Club. 
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Auction # 99 – Closes November 30, 2005 
 
Guidelines: Lots will be sold to the highest bidder at 
the following advances over the next highest bidder: 
$1-5 - a $0.25 advance; $5-$20 - a $0.50 advance; 
$20-100 - a $1.00 advance; $101 or higher - a $5.00 
advance. No ‘Unlimitied’ bids. No bids under $1.00. 
In case of tie bids, the earlier postmark or email will 
prevail. All single perfins are complete and in good 
condition, unless noted otherwise. Natural straight 

edges are not considered to be defects, just sheet 
positions. In larger lots, you should expect some 
faults. All smaller lots are returnable if 
misdescribed.; this does not apply to larger lots or 
mixes. Lots to be prepaid before shipping. Bid by 
Lot #. Please put your address on your bid sheet as 
this makes it easier for me to notify you.  

 
Send all bids to: Bruce Brunell, 425 E. Gobbi St. #98, Ukiah, CA 95482 – USA 

 
Telephone: 707-485-7015 – Email: bbrunell@adelphia.net 

 
Abbreviations used: 

 
ADD – All Different Designs  
DDF – Design Different Face  

MDD Mostly Different Designs  
PREPER – Precancelled Perfin S 

Scott #s are used and die #s from most recent catalogues when available. 
 
 

United States 
 Lot #  Description    Rate  
 1 B58 in 302  C 
 2  B96.5 in 427  
  (Heavy Cancel)  B 
 3  B253 in 406  C+  
 4  C164.7 in 1213  C+  
 5 C2.7 in 834  D 
 6  C242A in 807  C+  
 7  C340 in QE2  C 
 8  D79 in 641  `C+  
 9  E27 in 426  A 
 10   F89.1 in 498 (small  
  face scuff 2mm)  A 
 11   F161 in 480  E 
 12   F170 in 480  E 
 13   G2 in 499  C+  
 14   G72-1 in 342  E 
 15   G166 in 369  D 
 16   H10 in 319  C 
 17   H149 in 319  C 
 18   H214 in 563  C+  
 19   I43.7-14 in 720  B+  
 20   I82 in 537  C 
 21   J49 in 463  B 
 22   J126 in 503  B 
 23   K56 in 332  B 

United States 
 Lot #  Description    Rate  
 24   L6 in 504  C+  
 25   L13.5 in 499  A 
 26   L128 in 302  
  (Chicago L4 Preper)  D 
 27   L142 in 425  C+  
 28   L162 in 319  C 
 29   M36A in 528  A 
 30   M221A in 406  C+  
 31   M282I in 406  C+  
 32   N19 in 540  C 
 33   N36 in 307  C+  
 34   N36 in 303  C+  
 5   N36.5 (letter I)  
  in 331  B 
 36   N102 in 332  C+  
 37   N113C-13A  
  in 634  C+  
 38   P150 in 306  E 
 39   R51 in 537  E 
 40   S2 in 810  B 
 41   S92A in 499  B 
 42   S92A in 528  B 
 43   S151 in 807  C+  
 44   S169 in 554  
 45   S170 in 537  E 

United States 
 Lot #  Description    Rate  
 46   S204 in 528  B 
 47   S226 in 509  C+  
 48   S281 in 552  B 
 49   T45 in 587  B 
 50   T101A in 332  B+  
 51   U24 in C35  C 
 52   W98 in E15 (3holes  
  missing)  A 
 53   W211 in 370  C+  
 54   Z1.2 in 2114  B 
 55   Des. 31 in 499  C+  
 56   Des. 90-14 in 409  B 
 57   Des. 90-24 in 343  B 
 58   'C' rates – 22 ADD  
 59  'D+' rates – 6 ADD  
 60   'C' rates – 11 ADD  
 61   Mix – D- C+ 90  
  stamps – very good  
 62   Mix – 115 stamps  
  mosly commemoratives 
 63 140 revenue perfins  
 64  Mix – 270 stamps 1902 
   – Date – unpicked  
 65  Scott # 1008 – 21 AD
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Foreign 
 Lot #  Description        
 66  Australia – 48 MDF  
 67  Austria – 100 MDD  
 68  Austria – pair of 115 –  Coffee cup design  
 69  Bavaria – 16 ADD  
 70  Czechoslovakia – '1829 crossed  
  hammers' in 248  
 71  Canada – O231 – O285 – 950 stamps  
 72  Denmark – Xray tube(H) in 348  
 73  France – pattern G129 - 7 rate  
 74  French Morocco –  8 DDF  
 75  Germany – crossed hammers in 406  
 76  Germany – fat anchor in 66  
 77  Germany – design two men dancing  
  in 355, 356 & 370  
 78  Great Britain – 163 MDD  
 79  Great Britain – 100 machins MDD  
 80  Hungary – fancy monogram (S&LW) in 55  
 81  Luxembourg – 13 ADD  
 82  New South Wales – 14 ADD  
 83  Nigeria – 11 DDF  
 84  Poland – 4 ADD  
 85  Queensland – 6 ADD  
 86  Singapore – 6 DDF  
 87  Straits Settlements – 12 ADD  
 88  Sudan – 8 DDF  
 89  Sweden – 12 ADD  
 90  Switzerland – 63 ADD  
 91  Thailand – 3 ADD  
 92  Turkey – 15 ADD  
 

Foreign 
 Lot #  Description        
 93  Victoria – 16 ADD  
 

Covers 
 Lot #  Description        
 94  US – N145 in 634  
 95  US – WWI steamer – G93 in 504  
 96  US  – 2 Censored WWI steamers  
 97  US – 9 with WWI censored  
 98  US – pattern # C360 in card  
  with C. Rowell as user  
 99  Austria  – Jos R. Vilimer  
 100  Austria – Heinrich Klinger  
 101  Austria  – Asbeste Gummiwerke Calmon  
 102  Austria – Pensions – Verein  
 103  Austria – Z1- Georg Zugmayer & Sohne  
 104  Austria – L97- Leop. Weiner  
 105  Austria – T41 – Triumphwerke 
 106  Belgium – Micheils Loos  
 107  Germany – Paul Hartmann  
 108  Germany – Bernhard Kohler  
 109  Germany – M. H. Warburg & Co.  
 110  Germany (Accordian) Martinelli,  
  Gebruder Shuster  
 111  Hungary – Edmond Malthiner  
 112  Norway  – Brodene Dahl Norsk  
 

Mixture 
 Lot #  Description        
113  ½ pound mix in paper – mostly US  

 
Sorry for the short Auction. But this cleans me out of consigned material for now.  

So I am looking for material for the upcoming auctions. 
 

Good Luck in your bids. 
 
 

Greenacres & Green Acres 
Stephen Tauber (#2949) 

 
The announcement in the September Bulletin that 
Greenacres, WA had disappeared from Ken 
Rehfeld's address brings to mind postal experiences 
which I had with that address.  Forty-odd years ago 
we (I, wife, son) lived in a small development called 
Green Acres in Montgomery County, Maryland, 0.4 
mile from the state line.  Our mail was delivered 
from a post office branch in the District of 

Columbia.  Our address was accordingly 4902 
Greenway Drive, Green Acres, Washington 16, D.C. 
(before ZIP codes).  Every so often we received 
misdirected mail which had been backstamped in 
Greenacres, Wash.  [Obiter dictum:  I worked in the 
Section of the National Bureau of Standards where 
the ZIP code system was developed for the Post 
Office Department.] 
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Beginner’s Corner 
Other References 

Paul Mistretta (LM111) 
 
I have covered about all I can think of that might be 
needed by a beginner to get started in this 
fascinating hobby of ours. With the last couple of 
ideas covered in this column, I will open the column 
to ideas from anyone out there. I’m sure there is 
more to cover – but I can’t figure it out. So, let me 
know what I have missed and I’ll add it to the series.  
 
Earlier in this series I discussed general world 
catalogs (Nov/Dec 2004) and also catalogs which 
document perfins (Jan. 2005). I don’t intend to 
revisit that discussion here – but I will reemphasize 
the need for good catalog information to support you 
in your collecting.  The simple difference between 
being a stamp collector and being a philatelist is the 
marrying of the collection with information about 
any aspect of the stamps themselves. But I have just 
said no more talk about catalogs – so what else is out 
there to help you learn about the stamps or their 
vignettes? 
 
Reference material comes in all forms! My plan for 
this note is to paint the picture with a very broad 
brush, I have no intention of attempting a 
comprehensive list of reference materials (a task 
doomed to failure due ot the huge volume of 
materials available).  
 
The most obvious information source not yet 
mentioned is club newsletters in any of a variety of 
formats. Obviously if you are reading this article, 
you are familiar with the Perfins Bulletin. But if 
your interest extends beyond the collecting of US 
perfins, several other opportunities exist to expand 
your philatelic horizons. From Canada you can 
receive the BNAPS (British North American 
Philatelic Society) Perfin Study Group’s newsletter, 
or from Great Britain, The Perfins Society’s 
Bulletin, The ARGE newsletter from the German 
perfin group, and so on.  
 
Dictionaries and glossaries are essential tools for a 
collector. Even the most experienced collector can 
be surprised with a new word, and context may just 
not give a clear meaning. Unfortunately, in the 

interpretation of philatelic information, specialized 
dictionaries and glossaries are often necessary since 
specialized usages (jargon) is often not to be found 
in a general dictionary. While the pinnacle of 
dictionaries is an unabridged version, price – and 
weight –may be prohibitive for the stamp collector. 
One hint here, if available, the previous edition of an 
unabridged dictionary is like last years stamp catalog 
– way cheaper. I bought a 2nd edition of Webster’s 
about a year after the third edition came out -- for 
about a quarter of the cost Generally, however, a 
good college level dictionary pretty well covers the 
need.  
 
If you take up writing, a thesaurus is a major help 
for varying your words.. As with dictionaries they 
come in a variety of sizes and word counts. And as 
with dictionaries, more money generally correlates 
to more words. 
 
City directories and local histories form a very 
strong resource for the researcher into the users of 
unidentified perfin patterns. While they obviously do 
not list perfin users, they often give useful 
information which helps narrow the search for 
possible users of a pattern in a city within the time 
frame of the stamps/cancels in which the pattern is 
located. 
 
Libraries are a major, often overlooked, resource. 
All of the items – and many, many more are 
available in the local library. Most have a reference 
collection which includes dictionaries (now you 
don’t have to buy an unabridged), general stamp 
catalogs, city directories and similar materials. Many 
also have at least a few additional philatelic 
references. And stamp club libraries are invaluable 
to the collector. A couple of libraries deserve special 
note. The Perfins Club Library has much specialized 
information for the collector of perfins. And the 
American Philatelic Research Library maintained by 
the American Philatelic Society is a huge source of 
reference material about stamps. 
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And, for those of you who are computer literate, 
don’t forget the Internet! This is one resource about 
which not enough can possibly be said in a short 
article. Stamps, the histories relating to the subject 
matter of the stamps, auction information, checklists, 
album pages, and on and on can be found and 
downloaded form the net. The impact of this 
resource cam best be summed up by stating that the 
temporary suspension of the Club website 

(maintained by Joe Coulbourne; noted on the front 
page of this issue of the Bulletin) has caused more 
phone and e-mail expressions of concern than 
anything in the Club’s history!   
 
Comments, concerns, suggestions for future 
columns, what the heck – future columns, etc. – 
write me. Please! 

 

Auction Watch 
 
Christian Rueger  (#1834) Spotted a couple of 
Specimen perfins in Nutmeg’s Auction #104, and a 
group of items in Edgar Mohrmann’s Auction #196. 
All items reported for the latter auction are perfinned 
although the descriptions generally do not reflect the 
patterns (or even the perfin’s presence.). 
 
Nutmeg 104 
 
Lot #3431 --1-12, Perfins SPECIMEN VF, Cplt Set, 
Ships (SG #1s-12s, £350=$658) (Photo) 375. 
 
Lot #5253 -- 78-85,86,87-9, Perfin SPECIMEN 
diagonally VF, NH, the 1938 Cplt Set (SG #194s-
201s,202s,203s-5s, est £180=$338) (Photo) 190. 
 
Edgar Mohrmann (Hamburg, Germany) Auction 
#196 
 
BAYERN [Bavaria] 
 
Lot #340 -- 1881; Staatswappen; 50 Pf. dunkelbraun 
auf Wertbrief (Rückseite) von Ludwigshafen nach 
Cöln. Portogerechter Bedarfsbeleg. Fotoattest Dr. 
Helbig „Eine ungewöhnliche Frankatur“. [1881; 
State coat of arms; 50 Pf. dark-brown on insured 
letter (back) from Ludwigshafen to Coln. Properly 
franked, posted cover. Photo expertized - Dr. Helbig 
"an unusual franking". ] 52 8 100. 
 
BAYERN – PORTOFREIHEITSMARKEN 
[Bavaria – Franchise stamps] 
 
Lot #354 -- 1919; Ausgabe für die 
Kriegsbeschädigten-Ausschüsse; 6 Werte komplett 
postfrisch in Viererblöcken. Die Einheit der Mi.-Nr. 
6 ist oben angetrennt. Jede Marke ist geprüft Brettl. 

Michelwert [1919; Issued for the war damage 
committee; 6 values complete, post office-fresh in 
blocks of four. The Mi. NR. 6 is split at the top. Each 
unit is expertized Brettl. Michel value] 880,-- € +. 
1/6 **/9 200. 
 
Lot #355 -- 1919; Ausgabe für die 
Kriegsbeschädigten-Ausschüsse; komplette Ausgabe 
auf überfrankiertem Eilbrief von Nürnberg nach 
Augsburg; signiert Pfenninger. Michelwert für lose 
gestempelte Marken [1919; Issued for the war 
damage committees; complete issue on over-franked 
express letter from Nuernberg to Augsburg; signed 
Pfenninger. Michel value for loose cancelled 
stamps] 700,--€. 1/6 8 150. 
 
Lot #356 -- 1920; Ausgabe für Kriegsbeschädigten-
Ausschüsse; 10 Pf. karminrot im senkrechten Paar 
auf portogerechtem Brief. (Vordruck 39. (1920)); 
geprüft Brettl. Im Michel gibt es für portorichtige 
Mehrfachfrankaturen bisher keine Bewertung. 
[1920; Issued for war damage committees; 10 Pf. 
carmine vertical pair on correctly franked letter. 
(form 39. (1920)); expertized Brettl. In the cuurent 
Michel Catalog there is no valuation for items 
correctly franked with multiple stamps.] 2 8/0 100. 
 
Lot #358 -- 1920; Ausgabe für die 
Kriegsbeschädigten-Ausschüsse; 10 Pf. 
Dunkelgelblichorange im waagerechten Paar 
zusammen mit zwei Werten der 60 Pf. 
dunkelblaugrün auf portogerechter Eil-Postsache aus 
Speyer nach Nürnberg; geprüft Dr. Helbig [1920; 
Issued for the war damage committees; 10 Pf. dark 
yellowish orange horizontal pair plus two copies of 
the 60 Pf. dark cyan on a correctly franked post 
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office express mailing from Speyer to Nuernberg; 
expertized Dr. Helbig.] . 8 (2),14 (2) 8 100. 
 
[Lot #359 -- 1920; Ausgabe für die Beamtenräte; 
Portorichtiger Bedarfsbeleg frankiert mit zwei 
Exemplaren der 20 Pf. dunkelbraunviolett in 
ansprechender Erhaltung; geprüft Dr. Helbig. 
Mehrfachfrankaturen sind selten anzutreffen und im 
Michel nicht bewertet. Linke Seite des Briefes mit 
leichtem Registraturbug. [1920; Issued for the 
official mail rate; correctly franked posted cover 
frank with two copies of the 20 Pf. dark-brown-violet 
in an appealing state of preservation; expertized Dr. 
Helbig. Multiple franking is rarely found and is not 
priced in Michel. Left side of the letter with light 
registration department crease.] 19 (2) 8 75. 
 
Lot #360 -- 1920; Ausgabe für die Beamtenräte; 
Portofreiheitsmarken mit B-Lochung, zweimal 30 
Pf., 40 Pf. und 60 Pf. als portogerechte MiF. auf 
Postamtsumschlag aus Garmisch Partenkirchen. 
Seltene Frankatur. Fotoattest Dr. Helbig. [1920; 
Expenditure for the official mail rate; Franchise 
stamps with B-punching, two 30 Pf., plus 1 each 40 
Pf. and 60 Pf. For the correct mixed franking. on 
post office envelope from Garmisch Partenkirchen. 
Rare franking. Photo certificate Dr. Helbig.] 
20,21,23 8 150. 
 
Lot #362 -- 1919; Verwaltung der Staatlichen 
Lastkraftwagen-Linien; fünfmal 15 Pf. und einmal 5 
Pf. mit „LK“-Lochung auf portogerechtem 
Eilbotenbrief von Würzburg nach München (5 Pf. 
leichte Beförderungsspuren). Seltenes Bedarfsstück. 
Fotoattest Dr. Helbig. [1919; Administration of the 
national truck lines; five 15 Pf. and one 5 Pf. with 
"LK" perfin on correctly franked special messenger 
letter from Wurtzburg to Munich (5 Pf. light 
transport marks). Rarely seen used piece. Photo 
certificate Dr. Helbig.] 38,4 8 100. 
 
Lot #363 -- 1919; Verwaltung der Staatlichen 
Lastkraftwagen-Linien; drei Werte mit„LK“-
Lochung jeweils im Dreierstreifen auf 
überfrankiertem Orts-R.-Brief aus Nürnberg mit 
Ankunftstempel. Fotoattest Dr. Helbig. [1919; 
Administration of the national truck lines; three 
values with "LK" perfins in each in a strip of three 
on an over-franked local rare letter from Nuernberg 
with arrival stamp. Photo certificate Dr. Helbig.] 
38,4 8 75. 

BRAUNSCHWEIG [Brunswick] 
 
Lot #367 -- 1863; Freimarkenausgabe; 1/2 Gr./5 Pf. 
schwarz auf lebhaftgraugrün mit zarter Entwertung; 
geprüft Lange. Michelwert [1863; Postage stamp 
issues; 1/2 Gr./5 Pf. black on bright grey green 
lightly cancelled; expertized Lange. Michel value] 
300,-- €. 10A 4 50. 
 
Rudy Roy (#1124) spotted three items of interest on 
e-Bay. Whoever was it that said perfins were throw-
away, defective stamps??? 
 
Item 5618249971 -- DENMARK  1916 Russian 
censored cover to Kobe Japan. Description: 
Denmark Fac.137(perfin) on 1916 cover to Kobe, 
Japan,  backstamped Petrograd and Kobe. 20 bids; 
Winning bid: US $137.50. 
 
Item 5604617014 --Rare 12 Hole Schermack 
Control Perfin on Scott #346. Description: A 
Very Acceptable Copy Of The Rarest By Far, 
And Most Valuable Stamp Bearing A Perforated 
Control Mark Of The Schermack Company-- 
The 4 Cent Scott #346 Of The Washington-
Franklin Series.  Additionally, The Perfin 
Pattern Itself Is The Rare 12-Hole Open Square 
Pattern, Des. 91-1.  Most All Other Control 
Perfin Patterns Are 9 Hole.    The Stamp Has 
Been Repaired, But Will Make A Spectacular 
Addition To Any Collection Of Vending And 
Affixing Coils Or Private Perfs. 4 bids; Winning 
bid: US $301.00. 
 
Item 5609554023 --China Singiang Official Perfin 
On Cover Rare. 15 bids; Winning bid: US $302.00. 
 
Bill Shields (#2951) also spotted a few lots of 
interest. 
 
Item 5619722517 -- 344 SCHERMACK CONTROL 
PERFIN 6-8-9. 1 bid; Winning bid: US $24.99. 
 
Item 5619729115 -- Sheet of classic PERFINS with 
some crests+names. 7 bids; Winning bid: US 
$41.00. 
 
Item 5621483851 -- KGV per high resolution scans 
RN Perfins. 5 bids; Winning bid: GBP 0.55. 
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Item 5623614942 -- US perfin hoard- 2600 
unsearched, 11 stocksheets full. Description: 2600 
US perfins which seem to range from Washington- 
Franklins to the 1950`s. Includes airmail, Special 
Delivery and Precancels. This was part of a mixed 
lot of Canada and US perfins which I purchased. I 
removed the Canada and am reselling the US since I 
do not collect this area. These are totally unchecked 
and are being sold as received. Consists of 11, 12 
pocket sheets with 20 stamps per pocket- 240 stamps 
per sheet- the last sheet has only 10 of the 12 
pockets filled, a total of 2600 stamps. There are 
pairs, strips of  3,4 or 5, blocks of 4 and a couple of 
blocks of 6. This should be a worthwhile lot for any 
US perfin collector as there`s no telling what may be 
here. 10 bids; Winning bid: US $67.99. 
 
Item 5623134012 -- 523 used VF-Perfin cv.$240 ! 
nice color ! 1 bid; Winning bid: US $59.95. 
 
Item 5623068574 -- Air Mail C11 Perfins to SF 
forwarded to Honolulu Hawaii. Description: Legal 
size cover with return address of the J. Walter 
Thompson Co., the famous Chicago Advertising 
Agency. Postmarked Chicago Air Mail November 
16, 1928 and franked with 4 copies of Scott C11 
airmail stamps each perfined with JWT CO. to San 
Francisco. San Francisco receiving mark November 
18 and forwarding mark November 21 as the cover 
was sent on to Honolulu, Hi. Cover with some edge 
wear from mailing and opening. 3 bids; Winning 
bid: US $27.00. 
 
Item number: 5627022570 -- KGV:O/P 5d.on 4-
1/2d.+PERFIN[OS/NSW]+CDS; Australian Scarcity 
- Has Aura of Desirability. With a starting bid of C 

$299.99, no bids were received and this lot went 
unsold. 
 
Stephen Tauber (#2949) reported three e-Bay lots 
, one of them (the lot of Tonga stamps) by far the 
strangest yet reported in this review of auctions. 
Have a perfinned banana! 
 
Item 5611070915 -- 7c Prexie 1960 Ann Arbor, 
Mich Domestic Airmail. 1 bid; Winning bid: US 
$49.99. 
 
Item 5620058557 -- COSTA RICA 1941 OFFICIAL 
PERFIN w/SOCCER HS. 3 bids; Winning bid: US 
$155.00. 
 
Item: 5624719611 -- TONGA ODD SHAPE 
PERFINS SPECIMEN 23 DIFF 
SELFADHESIVE Description: 23 DIFFERENT 
FREEFORM SELFADHESIVE STAMPS 
FROM TONGA; 1978 DEFINITIVES FRUITS 
BANANA, BUNCH OF BANANAS, 
COCONUT, PINEAPPLE. BOTH POSTAGE 
AND OFFICIAL POST ; THE ODDSHAPE 
STAMPS ARE ON ORIGINAL BACKING 
PAPERS WHICH ARE STUCK ON AN 
ALBUM SHEET; THREE CORNERS OF THE 
SHEET ARE CUT INDICATING REMOVAL 
OF A FEW STAMPS. THE STAMPS ARE 
WITH PERFIN PUNCHES IN THE SHAPE 
OF TRIANGLES READING "WSP 
SPECIMEN". THE SHEET IS FOLDED 
HORIZONTALLY AFTER 2 TOP ROWS. PL 
SEE SCANS. 6 bids; Winning bid: INR 975.00 
(Approx US$21.64.)

 

Another Private Auction 
 
Pat Callis is holding a private auction for the estate 
of Harry Higgs (#3027).  The collection is in excess 
of  3800 different U.S. perfins (includes over 250 
precancel perfins), not counting stock revenue or 
personal perfins.  There are 3 As, 3 B+, 80 Bs 
(includes 2 Schermacks), over 600 C+ and 900 Cs, 
etc.  The collection also includes a very nice 4 cent 

Columbian (Scott 233) pattern J181.  Mounted in a 
1998 catalog with „Showgards‰.  Overall it is a 
good sound collection.  The highest bid over $2000 
received by December 31st wins the lot.  Postage is 
the responsibility of the winner.  Please send bids to 
Pat Callis, 44 Maple Lake, Bridgeport, West 
Virginia, 26330 or email pcallis@copper.net. 

 

This spot (and any more needed) could be yours!! 
Send those manuscripts, rough drafts, ideas etc. now --- PLEASE! 
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Perfins in the ’Posta Ceskoslovenska 1919’  
Overprinted Stamp Issue 

Vladimir Munzberger (#3490) 
 
To explain the circumstances of the perfins on 
“Posta Ceskoslovenska 1919“ overprinted stamp 
issue it is necessary first to describe the historical 
and philatelic context. 
 
Before the end of WWI, Czechoslovakia as a 
country did not exist. Its territory was a part of the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and was split into two 
relatively separate administrations: the Czech 
territory (Bohemia, Moravia and part of Silesia) 
under Austrian administration, and the Slovak 
territory under Hungarian administration. As a 
consequence both these parts used different postage 
stamps issued by their corresponding administrations 
and used slightly different regulations. In October 
28, 1918, as a result of WWI, independent 
Czechoslovak republic was established.  
 
The first Czechoslovak stamps, with the vignette  of 
Prague castle (so called “Hradcany”), were issued on 
December 18, 1918. Also, both Austrian and 
Hungarian stamps without any overprint continued 
to be valid in this territory untill the end of February 
1919. Hungarian and Austrian stamps with the 
“Posta Ceskoslovenska 1919“ overprint were issued 
in December 1919, when there were enough new 
stamps for regular usage! Austrian and Hungarian 
stamps from the stocks of the Post Office and also 
stamps sold back to the Post Office by users were 
overprinted. These stamps were sold especially to 
philatelists with 50% additional fee and were 
scarcely used. Moreover, the Ministry of Posts and 
Telegraph was not willing to publish a list of issues 
or the number of overprinted stamps. It is known 
that only a few of some of them exist and today are 
among the most rare Czechoslovak stamps. With all 
of this said , it is obvious, that this stamp issue was 
redundant and very controversial. 
 
Stamps sold back to the Post Office were in 
complete or partial sheets. Among them perfinned 
stamps were turned in and later overprinted. It is 
obvious, that such “perfins” (or better say perfinned 
stamps) are of a completely different origin than 
standard perfins. Such stamps were perfinned before 

the overprinting process was performed and earlier 
than when these stamps were issued! We can even 
claim that these perfinned stamps were issued by the 
Post Office. The problem is that with the exception 
of perfin “G.St.” in the 10f Hungarian stamp (see 
Fig. 1), others were not officially listed in stamp 
catalogues. 
 

 

 
 

Figure 1 
 
When speaking about the G.St. perfin it is necessary 
to mention its pricing paradox. This perfin is known 
(I believe) in more than 100 issues and you can find 
it offered in many Czechoslovak stamp auction 
catalogues. Its price in the current Czechoslovak 
catalogue is almost US$500 MNH or about US$300 
hinged. However, its scarcity factor is somewhere in 
the middle of the range. Its extremely high price 
comes from the repeated listing of this value in the 
stamp catalogues for tens of years. The same 
overprinted stamp without perfin is also relatively 
expensive; the literature speaks of approximately 
300 known pieces. The perfinned stamp is known in 
four types of the overprint and the perfin is known in 
four positions relative to the stamp. It must be added 
that the original Hungarian stamps (without 
overprint) with perfin G.St. are difficult to find and 
are relatively scarce, but they are also much cheaper!  
Perfin G.St. was used by a chocolate factory, 
Gebrueder (Brothers) Stollwerck in Bratislava 
(Pozsony), which is in the Slovak territory. 
Headquarters of this company was in Vienna and 
they used the same perfin; thus we find this pattern 
more frequently on Austrian stamps (see Fig. 2). 
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Figure 2:  Perfin G.St. on Austrian cover sent from Vienna on Feb.19, 1918 

 
The perfin G.St. is not the only one which we can 
find in these stamps. Several more perfins are 
known, but they are relatively scarce and difficult to 
find. As they have not been listed in any stamp 
catalogue in the past, their prices have not been 
defined yet. Having not been listed they are not of a 

great interest for general stamp collectors, having 
interest primarily for collectors of perfins. It is also 
important to note that these perfins are usually found 
in the common, cheap overprinted stamps. So, I 
believe that their price must be lower than the price 
of the G.St. perfin. 

 
 

 

 
 

Figure  3 
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Another very interesting example is the perfin MAY 
(see the strip of 5 in Fig. 3). This perfin has already 
been published in the literature in the thirties and it 
is known on two different originally-Austrian 
stamps: the 5H crown and the 15H emperor Karel 
(Charles) issues. From the picture it is clearly seen 
how the perfins were produced by a single-head 
perforator. As a minimum four stamp columns (but 
probably 5) were folded and perforated together. In 
this way large blocks or even complete sheets could 
have been saved for later overprinting.  
 
Some other items are known: perfins F.L. and F.S. in 
originally-Austrian stamps (see Fig. 4), perfin 
K.F.e.T. in originally-Hungarian stamps and 
probably many more. All of the perfins mentioned 
were produced by single-head perforators. 
 
 

 
Figure 4 

To present a complete list of perfins known on 
“Posta Ceskoslovenska 1919“ overprinted stamps is 
a difficult task. An official list does not exist. 
Compilation of this listing is further confused by the 
many fakes and especially fakes of the overprints.  
 
Currently these stamps are split between two groups 
of collectors: general stamp collectors and perfin 
collectors. General collectors usually do not have 
detailed knowledge of perfins and similarly perfin 
collectors are hardly able to distinguish between 
fakes and genuine stamps (especially the overprints). 
Some of the overprint’ fakes are very good and 
dangerous. Experts do not want expertize cheap 
stamps, especially when they are perfinned. I believe 
that some perfins reported in these stamps in the past 
and published in Maxa’s catalogue are really fakes. 
The reason for so many fakes seems to be obvious. 
For a long time perfinned stamps were considered as 
damaged stamps and thus were good base stamps for 
counterfitters to test the quality of their “new 
products”. When perfins became popular, such 
“products” started to be a good material for sale to 
perfin collectors.  
 
Perfins on “Posta Ceskoslovenska 1919“ stamps are 
very interesting, but collectors must be very careful 
when such stamps are offered. As explained above, 
stamps with any cancellation are very suspicious and 
are probably fakes. But from my long time 
experience in perfin collecting, anything is possible.

 

New Book 
 
Catalogo dei Perfin Italini - Italian Perfins Catalogue 
Aggiornamento - Update 2005 by Enrico Bertazzoli 
& Beppe Ermentini  
 
 96 pp. + enclosed 30 transparent drafting paper 
plates with 994 patterns - b/w ill. - softbound - 
printed 2005, includes rarity valuations in Euros; 
Italian and English text-. EUR 25,00 
 
http://www.vaccari.it/_2_editoria/newbooks/newboo
ks.htm?SetLanguage=en 
 
The catalog is in three parts. The first part of the 
adjournment deals with the new patterns and some 
varieties of those already catalogued and has the 
same graphic aspect of the catalogue itself. The 

second part includes integrations and variations in 
the description of the individual patterns, already 
listed in the catalogue. 
 
The third section is formed of 30 plates, on 
transparent drafting paper, divided into boxes, 
illustrating the 994 patterns known, in alphabetical 
order, actual size, accompanied by their catalogue 
number. 
 
Ed. Note: I have not yet seen this update to the 
excellent original catalog by Bertazzoli & Ermentini, 
but if the reality lives up to the hype (and the first 
catalog’s standard), this is a must have for collectors 
of Italian perfins. 
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Perfins CAN Come Home to Roost! 

(The saga of a "S191” perfin cover) 
Bob Schwerdt (#505L) 

 
I had a phone call recently from Bob Szymanski, 
who needed some input for a perfin cover that he 
was examining. A collection had been donated to the 
Perf ins Club, and this particular cover was on top of 
a pile that would eventually be lotted for auction. 
 
Bob's conversation went something like this: " I 
have a cover here addressed to Mrs. Robert 
Schwerdt, 278 Mill Street, Poughkeepsie" NY, dated 
Dec. 24, 1952. It's from Greystone Park, NJ, 
formally acknowledging a Christmas package sent to 
Emily Jacobi. Do you know anything about this?" 
 
Needless to say, a rush of memories came flooding 
back. In 1950 after we had just gotten married, 
Evelyn and I moved from New Jersey to the city of 
Poughkeepsie, NY, into a 3-story, newly renovated 
brick building. It was a 2-room apartment--$65 per 
month--on the third floor of a walk-up--one of the 
few then available apartments in the heart of the city 
at Mill street. Emily Jacobi was Evelyn's mother, 
who was in a state hospital. 
 
Now the mystery developed into tracing the travels 
of a 1950's cover sent from New Jersey with S191 
perfins (S/NJ) to New York and ultimately finding a 
home in a perfin collection in Wisconsin.  
 
Bob had mentioned that the generous donation was 
from Perfins Club member George Baker, a 
chemical engineer from Wisconsin. Things began to 
fall into place--our super and his family, recent post-
war emigres from an Iron Curtain country--Latvia, if 
memory serves, lived in the basement apartment. 
The husband was a chemist, who worked in the 
Smith Brothers factory here in Poughkeepsie. Those 
Smith Brothers were the two bearded gentlemen 
whose picture adorned their famous black licorice 
cough~-drop boxes for so many years. In later years 
the company developed other flavors, probably with 
the help of our super. The super's wife and two 

children took care of the daily chores of the 
apartment. building, especially the cleaning of the 
first and second floor business offices. The husband 
did the heavy work at night and on weekends. 
 
Now the chemist-husband-super was also a stamp 
collector. No doubt, our daily trash and that of the 
business offices was examined for any philatelic 
collectibles. An institution cover with perfins might 
be something worth saving? (The 1950's postmark 
on the cover predated my perfin collecting habits, so 
at that time I would have had little interest in saving 
the item). 
 
The chemistry connection of the two men may 
explain how the cover eventually reached Mr. 
Baker's collection. Perhaps, at one time George 
Baker worked at Smith Brothers? Only he can write 
an account of the interim journey of this cover. 
 
In 1955, we left the apartment to move into a house 
in the town of Poughkeepsie. The super and his 
family left sometime later for a home of their own. 
Evelyn died in 1989. The apartment building Iwas 
razed to provide for a parking lot. The Smith 
Brothers factory is long gone, and I lost touch with 
the super and his family. 
 
Yes, once upon a time--life was sweeter than we 
knew! Thanks, George; thanks, Bob--for making my 
day! 
 
PS After 50 years, this surviving cover is once again 
back home, but now home is at 9 Memory Lane. 
 
PPS I No doubt this cover will endure long after I 
have surrendered my tongs.  
 
Note: Bob Schwerdt has lived at the Memory Lane 
address for fifty years. 
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Clubmember’s Ads 
 
Wanted:  Who would like to trade US precancels 
against perfins? I give 5 precancels for 1 perfin 
(without US) of my choice. Please contact A. 
Neumann, perfincol@uol.com.br  
 
Help!!   Perfins wanted in Scott 553,582 & 633.  No 
splits please, include your asking price. Lou Repeta, 
878 Regatta Road, Charleston, SC 29412-4935. 
 
Wanted: on approval: Precancelled perfins and 
perfins in Scotts #899, 900 and 901. Your postage 

and costs for any stamps I keep. Francis Stunzi, 37 
Smith St., Rouses Point, New York 12979-1602. 
 
Wanted: Perfin cover of the Netherlands with 
postage stamps and seal with ‘LUX’ perfin. Stellen 
Swenson, Odonbärsvägen 32, 293 41 Olofström. 
 
Wanted on Approval: Texas related perfins 
on and off cover and perfins in the 1936 Texas issue 
(SC# 776). Your postage and costs for items I keep-. 
Fred Sawyer, 3520 Pebble Beach Dr., Farmers 
Branch, TX 75234.  

 
 

Prices Realized for Perfins Auction # 98 
 
Lot #  Bid  
 
  1 126.00 
  2 1.00 
  3 10.00 
  4 6.00 
  5 6.00 
  6 21.00 
  7 9.00 
  8 5.00 
  9 5.00 
 10  6.00 
 11  5.00 
 12  6.00 
 13  4.00 
 14  14.00 
 15  4.00 
 16  14.00 
 17  5.00 
 18  11.00 
 19  26.00 
 20  18.00 
 21  19.00 
 22  11.00 
 23  7.00 
 24  11.00 
 25  21.00 
 26  19.00 
 27  26.00 
 28  3.00 
 29  20.00 
 30  11.00 
 31  26.00 

Lot #  Bid  
 
 32  1.00 
 33  11.00 
 34  21.00 
 35  21.00 
 36  14.00 
 37  26.00 
 38  14.00 
 39  7.00 
 40  11.00 
 41 6.0 
 42 11.00 
 43  4.00 
 44  11.00 
 45  11.00 
 46  16.00 
 47  20.00 
 48  7.00 
 49  25.00 
 50  11.00 
 51  11.00 
 52  16.00 
 53  14.00 
 54  14.00 
 55  7.00 
 56  14.00 
 57  21.00 
 58  14.00 
 59  16.00 
 60  6.00 
 61  11.00 
 62  11.00 

Lot #  Bid  
 
 63  11.00 
 64  5.00 
 65  8.00 
 66  11.00 
 67  27.00 
 68  13.00 
 69  23.00 
 70  51.00 
 71  21.00 
 72  9.00 
 73  14.00 
 74  14.00 
 75  13.00 
 76  22.00 
 77  7.00 
 78  16.00 
 79  14.00 
 80  6.00 
 81  21.00 
 82  14.00 
 83  21.00 
 84  12.00 
 85  17.00 
 86  21.00 
 87  12.00 
 88  14.00 
 89  21.00 
 90 36.00 
 91  5.00 
 92  5.00 
 93  1.00 

Lot #  Bid  
 
 94  25.00 
 95  3.00 
 96  56.00 
 97  18.00 
 98  15.00 
 99  31.00 
 100  6.00 
 101  25.00 
 102  1.00 
 103  1.00 
 104  1.00 
 105  1.00 
 106  1.00 
 107  1.00 
 108  2.00 
 109  1.00 
 110  3.00 
 111  3.00 
 112  11.00 
 113  5.00 
 114  11.00 
 115  3.00 
116  2.00 
 117  37.00 
 118  4.00 
 119  1.00 
 120  10.00 
 121  8.00 
 122  6.00 
 123  2.80 
 124  10.00 

Lot #  Bid  
 
125  5.00 
 126  40.00 
 127  27.00 
 128  5.60 
 129  6.00 
 130  2.00 
 131  5.00 
 132  5.00 
 133  6.00 
 134  11.00 
 135  32.00 
 136  1.00 
 137  3.00 
 138  16.00 
 139  11.00 
 140  42.00 
 141  6.00 
 142  26.00 
 143  10.00 
 144  10.00 
 145  10.00 
 146  7.00 
 147  4.00 
 148  10.00 
 149  9.00 
 150  13.00 
 151  10.00 
 152  6.00 
 153  40.00 
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Beginner’s Corner Reprise 
David A. Cooper, Sr. (#1773) 

 
Editor’s Note: Reading the article on pages 142-145 
of the September Bulletin, which discussed ways to 
collect perfins. led to the following notes from Dave. 
Are there any new notes from members about your 
favorite (or just plain interesting) covers or perfins? 
 
In reviewing your article I find I have a perfin on a 
small US Sc#734 showing the statute of Gen. 
Tadeusz Kosciuszko. The perfin is FGE (diagonal 
down; F78). There cannot be many perfins on this 
stamp.  
 
I also have just sent Kurt [Ottenheimer] an e-mail 
regarding a perfin on Sc 6 with a red overprint 
‘Chine’. 
 
I collect many things (cancels, overprints, perfins...) 
but I prefer them all together. My main exhibit 
shows the 1s3d UK Transatlantic Rate 1939-1953. 
Some of my better covers show the rates in multiples 
of 2x, 3x up to 10 times the normal rate. What 
makes such covers even better is when they are 
franked with perfins, censored, registered, have 
paquebot markings, etc. 
 
One of my most favored covers is a folded letter 
mailed on DEC 27 83 from the U.K. to Kingston, 
ON where it was received, per back stamp JAN.8, 
1884. It is marked in manuscript p(er) Canada 
Packet. It is franked with a clean blue two pence - 
half penny, plate 23, Sc# (Great Britain) #82.  
 

  
 
As I also collect ‘square circle’ cancels the clear 
cancel ‘LOMBARD ST. B.O. /      L /    DC 27 /      
834 /       ??’  is delightful. What makes it even nicer 
is the straight line perfin GLYN. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Also as it is a folded letter, the letter clearly shows 
the sender is GLYN, MILLS, CURRIE & Co. - 
BANKERS of 67,Lombard St., LONDON, E. C. 
 
A cover of many collectable varieties! My main 
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problem is, in which binder and subject do I file it so 
I can find it when I have the need. 
And one last cover – just for fun. The next 
illustration shows a US 2¢ embossed envelope (Scott 
type U9 [Ed.- appears to be Sc# W415 – 2¢ carmine, 
manilla, die 1 impression]). The envelope was 
preprinted for use by the German American 
Insurance Company of New York. The envelope was 

mailed to Berlin, W. Germany which necessitated 
additional postage – making it an uprated stationery 
cover. This postage was furnished by the use of a 3¢ 
purple Washington (Sc Ty. A140 [ Ed. Again: 5 
Sc#s possible depending on perforation and 
watermark]). The stamp is perfinned with the 
company’s GAI/Co pattern (US pattern G23). 
 

 
 

 
 

Private Auctions #12, 13 &14 
and 

Direct Sale of US Perfins Through C+ Rated 
Bob Szymanski (LM#145) 

 
Ed. Note:  Apologies to Bob – this is the complete 
message which I truncated in the last Bulletin. See 
especially the last paragraph where Bob is soliciting 
want lists now... Again, sorry Bob. 
  
 
Bob Szymanski will again be holding two or three 
private perfin auctions beginning soon.  Material for 
these auctions is from the George Baker (#1271) 
collection, the Rev. John Griswold collection and the 
Estate of Albert Spencer. 
 

It is noteworthy that long time perfin collector, 
George Baker, has decided to discontinue his perfin 
collecting and is contributing all of the proceeds of 
his perfin collection to the sustaining benefit of the 
annual Floyd Walker Award. 
 
Likewise, as was previously reported, the Albert 
Spencer "Musical" perfins collection has been 
donated the Perfins Club General Fund.  Albert's 
collection was not purchased in its entirety and will 
therefore be broken up and auctioned piece by piece. 
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Auction #12 will commence on January 1 and end 
January 31, 2006 to be followed immediately by 
Auction #13 from February 1 through February 28, 
2006 and Auction #14 from March 1 through March 
31, 2006.  As with previous auctions, most of the 
auction material will be the better B, B+ and A rated 
US Perfins including Schermacks from these 
collections, with some US and Foreign Lots and 
many covers.  There is something for everyone!  
Please notify Bob by e-mail 
(perfinman@comcast.net) or by snail mail (return, 
SASE requested for each sale) if you desire to 
receive copies of the auctions which are either e-

mailed (or snail mailed) on the first day of the 
auction each month. 
 
 
Effective immediately, Bob is soliciting your US 
want list for individual C+ through F rated perfins.  
These will be filled from these collections on a first 
come first served basis at the following rates - E&F 
@ ,10; D @ .25; D+ @ .50; C @ 2.00 and C+ @ 
$4.00.  Cost are for good copies only!  You need not 
wait until January, so feel free to submit your want 
lists as soon as possible. 

 
Rev-Perfins News #7 - Oct 2005 

Arthur Mongan (LM#3443) 
 

This newsletter is designed to communicate between 
the contributors to the Perfins Club’s Catalog of 
United States Revenue Perfins and all other people 
interested in the project. Please feel free to forward it 
to anyone interested but not on the recipient list. 
Items in the newsletter are not in any order but as I 
think of them. 
 

Catalog Direction 
 
The final title of the catalog is not firm. I’ve waver 
between “U. S. Rev-Perfs Catalogue” and “U.S. 
Rev-Perfins Catalogue”. The term “Rev-Perfs” 
brings to mind to many people a study of the 
perforations used on revenue stamps. But the term 
“Rev-Perfins” brings to mind to many people only 
perforated initials and leaves out most of what will 
be in the catalog. 
 
An “availability” value will be a first try at how hard 
it might be to find that pattern in revenue stamps. 
Current thinking is six letters ranging from “U” for 
unknown (patterns listed as being in revenue stamps 
not seen by Chuck, myself, or reported other than in 
the US Perfins catalog), “S” scarce, “N” not-
common, “C” common, “V” very common (I have 
100 to 199 copies), to “E” extremely common where 
I have over 200 copies. I’m going to use Chuck’s 
work-sheet notations modified by what I’ve sorted 
out of my accumulation. 
 

I may add a second value letter for the dated 
perforated cancels on transaction revenues to 
indicate the smallest stamp size where a well placed 
perforation could result in a complete pattern. 
Current thinking is to use the three sizes of the US 
documentary stamps from 1917 to 1963. 
 
One problem with the software I’m using is how to 
handle extra long perforations. Examples of these 
are “Specimen Columbian Bank Note Company 
Chicago” (about 9 inches) and  “PUERTO RICO    
DISTILLING CO” (about 6 inches). After splitting 
the Puerto Rico Distilling Co entry in section A into 
three pieces to fit the software, I’ve decided to make 
separate page(s) with vertical images for the extra 
long patterns (greater than 3 1/2 inches) to show a 
complete pattern. Where partial patterns will fit in 
the standard images, the split will be shown in the 
proper place in the section and referenced to the 
“Extra Long” page(s). When needed this will be at 
the end of each section, 
 

Catalog Status 
 
Printable pages of the interim catalog (Section A) 
letters “A” to “S” are ready. Drafting of the 
introduction to Section A has started. It is expected 
that interim catalog Section A -- undated, circular 
hole perforated initials, designs and numbers -- will 
be in print by the end of the year. There will also be 
a list of the patterns in section A where proof is 
needed that they occur in revenue stamps or fiscal 
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paper; currently 156 entries. A second list of known 
patterns, but needing the type(s) of revenue stamp to 
be verified, may be added later. Estimated size of 
Section A is 90 to 100 pages. Work will be under 
way on Section B (dated cancellation perforated 
initials in transaction type revenues) by the end of 
the year. 
 
A comment has been made that the interim catalog is 
actually a second set of work sheets; that is indeed 
what they are. But I didn’t want to use the term 
“work sheets” so as to avoid confusions with 
Chuck’s work sheets. 
 

Catalog Review 
 
In the near future collectors will be needed to review 
the first versions of the interim catalog. Anyone 
interested please let me know and be sure I have 
your current snail mail address. 
 
Comments are requested on the sequence of entries 
in the final catalogue. What should the sequence of 
the following fictitious patterns – “FT” “F&T” 
“F.T” “F-T” “Ft” ? 
 

Findings 
 
Some beers not on Chuck’s work sheets: 
CHBCo/d Be 07, CHESTER/d/BryInc, BePA.39    
DERBY/d/BRGCo, BePA 3-GBRGCo/d Be 04, 
HLBC0/d 06, LCBC/d Be 06, WASH/d/BRYCo 02 
and W&H/d 05 
 
There is a web site with a comprehensive list of the 
“U” permit numbers issued in 1933-34 for 
breweries. It is http://www.mi-brew.com/permits/. 
 

Exhibit 
 
The Revenue-Perfins exhibit has been shown in 
Massachusetts, Virginia, Maryland, Michigan and 
the state of Washington. It will not be shown again 
this year. The schedule for next year is undecided. 
Possible shows include York, PA in January (snow 
permitting), Sarasota, FL or St Louis, MO in 
February and Cleveland, OH in March. 
 
PS: I may send out a survey around the end of the 
year on interests, size and scope of collections, and 
computers (if any) and software used. 
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Congratulations! 
 
Ken Rehfeld (#3394 and Club Secretary) received a Vermeil for his 2 frame Perfin exhibit "The Sun Never Sets 
on International Harvester" at his local club stamp show, APPLE HARVEST 2005 this past September. 
 

Secretary’s Report 
Ken Rehfeld (#3394) 

 
New Members: 
  
# 3819  Alfred Weiner 
   4106 Marietta Dr. 
   Vestal, NY 13850-4031 
  
# 3820 Sally Sutthill 
   PO Box 429 
   Seal Rock, OR 97376-0429 
  
# 3821 Stephen Wittig 
   PO Box 2742 
   Springfield, MO 65801-2742 
   Intermediate, Plate Blocks 
   Linn's 
   swittig@mchsi.com 
  
# 3822 David Brandl 
   893 N Bush Ave 
   Clovis  CA  93611-7148 
   Beginner  U.S. 
   Rec: David Lightle 
  
 Mail Returned: 
  
LM 64 Allen Brock 
   1515 W Whitton 
   Phoenix, AZ  85015  

Address Changes: 
  
3720 Gary Starkey 
   PO Box 621578 
   Littleton, CO 80162-1578 
  
# 2976 Harold Stral 
   4601 W Toughy Ave, Apt 704 
   Lincolnwood, IL 60712-1633 
  
# 3768 Edward Mehlmauer III 
   127 Smith Dr 
   Clinton, PA 15026-1413 
  
# 3398 Richard Butts, Sr 
   1561 N Oak Park Ave 
   Avon Park, FL 33825-2273 
  
Resigned: 
  
# 3594 Richard Drought 
# 1220 Salvatore Gaurini 
  
Closed Album: 
  
# 3032 John Powell 
 
Membership                       543    

 
Dropped (non-payment of Dues): 

 
3731 Nabil Abd El-Hadi 
3677 Okuyama Akihiko 
3617 Michael Callanan 
3736 Peter Calvert 
3785 Theodore Campos 
3736 Peter Calvert 
3756 Al Cellini 
2260 Orrin Chase 
3646 Thomas Clinkenbeard 
3425 Samuel Cole 

3732 David Collins 
3777John Cuddy 
2538 Patrick Durbano 
3773 Patrick Ferree 
3784 Bill Foreyt 
1380 Richard Funk 
1638 John Funkhouser 
3779 Martin Goldman 
3712 Cully Granger 
3427 James Hall 

3642 Dennis Husband 
3569 Joseph Kavy 
3748 Tomomi Kawasaki 
3565 Joel Lockwood 
3678 Robert Lynch 
3583 Montague Morey 
3471 Richard Myers 
2361 Richard Novak 
3772 Jewell "Susie" Nutter 
3551 Roy Parker 
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3765 Marco Patierno 
3691 Don radford 
3664 Colin Rich 
3197 Geroge Robijn 
3065 LTC William Shea 

2753 Debbie Shellen 
3790 Henry Stein 
2847 Ann Tesar 
3775 Edwin Upton 
3599 Michael Van Wey 

3698 Hubert Vanderputte 
3755 Raymond Whyborn 
1398 Ross Wilson 
3366 Walter Zachritz 

  
THANKS to all members making donations to the Club above and beyond their annual dues 

 
Sustaining Members: 

  
3630 Daniel Brouillette 
2687 Thomas Gerace 
3795 Richard Grosshans 

1448 James Kenyon 
3281 Edwin Locke 
2773 Dennis Pogany 

1124 Rudolph Roy 

  
Contributing Members: 

  
3600 Albert Aldham 
2049 Eugene Alpern 
3371 Bruce Mallott 
3513 Guy Bell 
766 David Bize, Jr 
3667 John Chase 
3592 Charles Cordrey 
3730 Francine Craven 
2157 Robert Dedecker 

2472 Dwight Deter 
3747 Gustav Dueben III 
2124 Ronald Finger 
2605 John Grant 
2490 Gary Hendren 
3054 James Hirstein 
3774 Keith Lichtman 
2423 Ernest Lobacz 
3650 Jack Myers 

3098 Donald Nelson 
1338 Ted Pinas 
3791 Robert Ritsh 
3758 Jrggtry Sigler 
2893 Derrick Van Schoonhoven 
2676 Charles Wenck 
3242 Kenneth White 
3672 Allen Wingett

 
 

Library Note 
Doug Cutler (LM#126) 

 
Ed. Note: The following listing of materials new to 
the Perfins Club Library was sent by Doug as his 
final contribution to the Bulletin as Club Librarian. 
The Club Library is now in Michigan under the 
management of Doug Turner (#2549). 
 
GB 154 The Perfin Society Exhibit - An Illustrated 

History of Great British Perfins - Donated by Dick 
Mewhinney 

 
AC 12 Perfins on Tasmanian Stamps (Exhibit) 

David McNamee, 2001 
 
GB 153 The Great Britain Perfin Society Library 

Index, 2004 
 
PR 2A English Translation of PR 2 Portugal and 

Colonies 
 
GE 9  German Catalog Supplement # 5 - Donated by 

 Gerald E. Soutar 
 
LA 4 Argentina Postmarks (Spanish) Watler Bose, 

Rolf Korth, 1974 
 
USA 10 Delaware Precancels/Perfins William W. & 

Evan M. Cummings, 2002 
 
USA 11 Introduction to U. S. Revenue Perfins 

(Exhibit). Arthur J. Mongan 
 
AC 9 Handbook of Australian Private Perfins - 

Edited by John Mathews, 2004 
 
A CD put out by the by The Great Britian Perfin 

Society which includes: 
    Bulletins 1957-2003 
    Index To Bulletins 1957-2000 
    Library Abstracts November 2004 
    Library Index November 2004 
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The Perfins Bul letin is the official journal of The Perfins Club – Founded 1943 
 

PRESIDENT 
Robert H. Szymanski 

10 Clarridge Circle 
Milford, MA 01757 

508-478-7303 
perfinman@comcast.net 

 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Ed Linn  

1211 Arroyo Grande Dr. 
Sacramento, CA 95864-2831 

linn@winfirst.com 
 

SECRETARY 
Ken B. Rehfeld 
P.O. Box 125 

Spokane Valley, WA 99016-0125 
509-924-6375 (after 6:00 pm 

PST) 
krehfeld@inwhealth.net 

 
TREASURER 
Steve Endicott 
P.O. Box 2434  

San Anselmo, CA 94979-2434 
perfin@juno.com 

 
 

AUCTION CHAIRMAN 
Bruce Brunell  

425 Gobbi, #98  
Ukiah, CA 95482-5553 

707-485-7015 
bbrunell@adelphia.net 

LIBRARIAN 
Doug Cutler 

337 N. Rush St., #2 
Penwater, MI 49449-9536 

231-869-4090 
dcutler@oceana.net  

 
SUNSHINE CHAIRPERSON 

John Drew 
33 Prarie St. 

Bellingham, MA  02019-1941 
508-883-7180 home 
508-344-5616 cell 

JackDrew38@hotmail.com 
 

PERFINS SALES MGR. 
Robert T. Combs 

P.O. Box 220 
Tome, NM 87060-0220 

505-866-0949 
trainman@abq.com 

 
COVER SALES MGR. 

Millard J. Driscoll 
301 Driver Avenue 

Summerville, SC29483-2961 
843-875-0847 

mdriscoll@sc.rr.com 
 

U.S.. CATALOG CHAIRMAN 
Patrick E. Callis 

44 Maple Lk. 
Bridgeport, WV 26330-9572 

304-848-0156 
pcallis@copper.net 

PUBLICATION SALES MGR. 
David Lightle 

10616 Cielo Vista del  Norte NW 
Corrales, NM 87048 
perfinpaul@msn.com 

 
 FOREIGN CATALOG 

CHAIRMAN 
John M. Randall 

2540 Carquinez Avenue 
El Cerrrito, CA94530-1548 

jv.randall@comcast.net 
 

U.S. REVENUE CATALOG 
CHAIRMAN 

Arthur J. Mongan 
12432 Pretoria Dr. 

Silver Spring, MD 20904-1845 
cind_revs@comcast.net 

 
COUNSELLORS-AT-LARGE 

Doug Turner 
PO Box 3069 

Ventura, CA 39006-3069 
805-339-9575 

dturner@west.net 
 

Gary G. Hendren 
12737 Glenage  
Maryland Heights  
MO 63043-2811 

G2hslm@msn.com 
 

Brad Baker 
P.O. Box 44523 

Indianapolis, IN 46244-0523 
317-733-0274  

Baker7238@yahoo.com 
         

Submit Bulletin articles, news, or advertisements to: 
Paul A. Mistretta 

4148 Commodore Dr., Atlanta, GA 30341-1533 
678-547-9344 aft. 6pm (EST)         pamistretta@comcast.net

 
The Perfins Bulletin is copyrighted by The Perfins Club   Cited quotations are encouraged.  
Permission for extensive use of information in the Bulletin may be obtained from the editor. 

 
The Perfins Bulletin (ISSN 8750-1627; USPS 120-490) is published monthly, except bi-monthly in July/August and 
November/December. The publisher is The Perfins Club, Inc., 20 Greensburg Ln., San Anselmo, CA 94960-1000. 

Periodicals postage is paid at San Anselmo, CA and at additional offices. 
Postmaster: Please send address changes to The Perfins Club, Inc., P.O. Box 125, Spokane Valley, WA 99016-0125  

Visit The Perfins Club web site at http://www.perfins.com/perfclub.htm 
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