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Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad 
John Lyding (LM#116) 

 
I have a soft spot in my heart for the defunct 
Delaware, Lackawanna and Western. This is 
probably a result of having their main line from 
Ridgewood to Paterson, NJ running alongside our 
home in Hawthorne. I should note that it was only 
200 yards or so to the Erie’s main line from Jersey 
City. That soft spot led me to the cover illustrated 
below which touches on many aspects of philately. 
 
Let us examine this item starting with the perfin and 
then working clockwise around the cover. A 1c 
green Franklin and a 2c red Washington lead stamp 
were used as postage. Each of these is neatly 
punched “DL/&/W”, perfin pattern D61 or D61A as 
listed in the Catalog of United States Perfins. The 
pattern is most likely D61; however I really can’t be 
sure without separating at least one of the stamps 
from the envelope. 
 

 
 
There is nothing remarkable about the addressee 
except to note that he – one Master Jack F. X. 
Harahan – lived in East Orange. By the use of the 
title “Master” we can assume that Jack was age 
twelve or less and therefore we may also assume that 
it is not a self-addressed cover. However, was the 
lad a relative (grandson?) of J. T. Harahan, Second 
Vice President of the Illinois Central Railroad 
Company? Harahan was a co-author of the American 
Time Table and Train Order System and it was in his 

official capacity that he received General 
Superintendent A. S. Sullivan’s reports of the crash 
of trains #1 and 83 which archivists refer to as “The 
Hanrahan Letters.” That collision would not have 
been of particular interest were it not for an engine 
wiper in the railroad shop at Canton, IL, named 
Wallace Sauinders who set the incident down in the 
song “Casey Jones.” Strange coincidence, Hanrahan 
was killed in a train collision on 25 January 1912 in 
Kinmundy, IL, while enroute from Chicago to 
Memphis. 
 
The purple, rubber-stamped cachet notes the maiden 
voyage of the SS Manhattan and lays claim to its 
being the largest ship ever built in America. That 
ship was the product of the New York Shipbuilding 
Company, Camden NJ, and at 705 feet and 24,000 
tons displacement was indeed the largest ship built 
in the United States by 1931. The cachet lists her 
initial voyage as New York, Queenstown, Plymouth, 
Havre, and Hamburg. United States Lines operated 
her on that trans-Atlantic run almost exclusively 
until she was taken over by the military in World 
War II. 
 
The corner card, our link to the perfin, is that of the 
Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad 
Company. My first thought was that there might be a 
link between the railroad and steamship companies, 
but I could find none. The DL&W’s beginnings date 
back to 1832 and the Ligget’s Gap Railroad, later the 
Lackawanna & Western, and the Delaware & 
Cobb’s Gap Railroad. These two lines merged in 
1853 to form the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western.  
 
Finally, we come to the postmark. I originally made 
this out to be “U.S., GER. SEA POST/AUG 10 
1902”. However, I have determined that it is 1932.
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The BNA Perforator 
 
The BNA Perforator is the quarterly newsletter of 
the BNA Perfins Study Group of the British North 
American Philatelic Society (Canada).  Their first 
quarter 2005 issue contains a major study of 
Canadian pattern S7 of the Shawinigan Water & 
Power Company by Conrad M. Trimbley  
 
Also noted was a set of five Newfoundland 
Victorian Revenues with the geometric snowflake 
cancels (Canadian ‘miscellaneous cancel’ [p.114 of 
Johnson & Thomassson’s Canadian Stamps with 
Perforated Initials]) recently offered at auction by 
Eastern Auctions (no further information.) The lot 
opened at Can$2,300 against an estimate of 
Can$2,000. Sale price was unknown. However, the 

editor of the newsletter speculated that fewer than 
two dozen of these perforator-canceled revenues 
exist with the possible actual number being between 
12 and 1`8. 
 
And a note on page 1 of the newsletter indicates that 
Jon Johnson is working out the details of having the 
third edition of Canadian Stamps with Perforated 
Initials and hopefully it will be printed this year. 
 
Anyone interested in Canadian perfins and their 
study should contact Secretary/Treasurer Steve 
Koning, 1401 Hwy 62, Bloomfield, ON, Canada 
K0K 1G0. 

 

New Holey Pattern 
 

The Netherlands added a second item to its list of 
“..but are they perfins..” This Souvenir sheet, 
containing five 0.39€ stamps, was issued on 
February 8, 2005 as the first issue in a new 
“Beautiful Netherlands” series. The words “Mooi 

Nederland” are punched in the selvedge of the sheet. 
This new punch joins the snowflake punches (2 
different patterns) found in the 1993 Christmas issue 
(SC#848-849). 
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Bosnia’s Punched Hole Mystery 
Hal Hite, Chairman, Bosnia Study Group 

 
Editor’s note: The following article was brought to 
my attention by John A. Cummings (#2509). It first 
appeared in The Trumpeter 33(2): 1-5. It is reprinted 
here with the gracious permission of (and electronic 
copy from) Hal Hite. The Trumpeter is published, 

quarterly, by the Croatian Philatelic Society 
(<www.croatianstamps.com>). Thanks to both John 
and Hal for this information on these holey 
mysteries from Bosnia & Herzegovina. 

 
 

 

 
 

Block of 20 with double punch error in the right column plus faint orange 
crayon vertical lines across the holes. 

 
The "Demonitized" 1906 Pictorial 

Issue 
 

Background 
 
On November 1, 1906, the stamps of Bosnia-
Herzegovina underwent a complete change in 
design. The stamp size was increased from the small 
format stamp used since1879, the name of the 
country was added, the stamps depicted scenes of 
local interest, and they were engraved rather than 

typographed. All in all the clear scenic images, large 
size and brilliant colors represented quite an 
innovative step for such a small country. The 
Pictorial Issue was in use for 6 years and was 
withdrawn from service on December 3, 1912. After 
the war, in 1919, four values of the issue were 
overprinted and re-issued for use by the newly 
formed country of Yugoslavia. 
At some point in time, the stamps of this 1906 issue, 
including the imperforate varieties, were apparently 
cancelled by punching a series of holes into all 
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remaining sheets. Each hole is approximately 4.5 
mm. in diameter. The holes are spaced 
approximately 7.5 mm. or 14.5 mm. apart and are 
oriented in either the horizontal or vertical direction. 
Some of these punch-canceled stamps were 
additionally cancelled with an X and/or a line via a 
blue or orange crayon. 
 
The Bosnia Study Group is attempting to determine 
the who, what, when, where, and why of this 
mystery cancellation. 
 
What we know so far is outlined below and we have 
posted our "best guess" conclusion, based on what 
we know. 
 
All interested collectors are encouraged to send any 
relevant information or references that they may 
have regarding this investigation to the email 
address above. 
 

What we know so far 
 
1. These punched holes are widely present in the 
1906 issue. It is rare for other Bosnia or Austria 
stamps to be so cancelled. The punched holes exist 
for all values of the issue. 
 
2. The punch-cancelled stamps have gum and exist 
both perforate and imperforate. 
 
3. There are no postally used examples of the 
punched stamps, either on cover or off cover. There 
are CTO examples. 
 
4. The stamps were punched in sheets. They were 
not punched individually. This is proved by the 
existence of large multiples such as the image above 
and by the existence of full punched sheets. 
 
5. Punch-cancelled stamps exist with the special 
perforations of the 1906 issue. 
 
6. Some stamps are cancelled with a horizontal 
orientation of the punched holes and some are 
cancelled with a vertical orientation of the punched 
holes. Both types exist. 
 
7. There are also crayon cancels on many of the 
punched stamps, either blue or orange depending on 
the stamp color, in a wide variety of line and x 

markings. The crayon cancels were applied prior to 
the punching of the holes. 
 
8. In 1911, the remaining stock of the 1906 issue 
was shipped from Vienna to Sarajevo in order to be 
used up there. 
 
9. Un-punched remainders of the 1906 issue were 
overprinted for subsequent postal use, after they 
were withdrawn from service on December 3, 1912. 
There are no punched cancels for these overprinted 
issues.  
 
The 5h and 10h were overprinted and issued 
November 1, 1914 (1st war charity issue).  
 
The 5h and 10h were also overprinted and issued 
July 10, 1915 (2nd war 
charity issue).  
 

Note: Supplies of the 5h and 10h values 
may have become exhausted after the 
1915 overprinting since all subsequently 
overprinted charity issues were on other 
types of stamps.  

 
The 20h, 40h, 1K and 2k were overprinted and 
issued in 1919 for use in Yugoslavia. 
 
10. Similar crayon cancels exist on Austrian issues. 
 
The following hypotheses have been 
suggested (attribution in parens) 
 
• Demonetization. (E.C. Coleman) " For some 

reason in the final years of Bosnia's existence, 
stamps of the 1906 issue were demonetized. In 
order to    make them invalid for postal service, a 
series of holes, either horizontal or on a vertical 
plane, approximately 3/16 of an inch in diameter, 
two or three holes per stamp were punched in all 
sheets remaining in the central dispersing office. It 
would have seemed more practical to have burned 
the remaining supplies but probably due to 
collector demand, demonetization by this method 
seemed expedient." 

• Telegraph Usage. (Leon ? a stamp dealer) "To pay 
for telegraph messages, people used regular 
stamps with punch cancellations. I don't have any 
additional information, but it is very interesting 
that they used imperfs for these purposes." 
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• Perfins. (Eck Spahich) "Those stamps are perfins, 
sold to various firms for in-house use." 

• Pre-cancels. 
• Printers Waste. 
• Archival Punched. (Charlie Hass - Hass Stamps) 

"The punch holes are characteristic of the work of 
security printers, who often apply security 
punches, in lieu of SPECIMEN overprints or 
punctures to their archival sheets. This was a 
measure to prevent them from being illicitly sold 
and used for postage". 

• Political Protest. (Globus Stamp Co.) An old 
approval sheet discovered by R. Miller contained 
four punched stamps and the following printed 
info. "After the war was over and Bosnia became 
part of Jugoslavia, the Bosnians revenged 
themselves upon their former Austrian rulers by 
destroying everything left by them. These stamps 
were purposefully defaced by having holes 
punched through them and then were sold to 
remind the world of the intensity of Bosnia's 
hatred and contempt for everything Austrian." 

• Remainders. 
• Souvenirs. (J.Prins) In a note in the 1975 Perfins 

Bulletin, Mr. Prins writes that supplies of the 1906 
issue, found in Sarajevo in 1918, were defaced 
with punches and distributed to officials of the 
new Yugoslav government as souvenirs. 

 
Our "Best Guess" Scenario 

 
Although no one has presented documented proof of 

the origin of these stamps, we have formulated a 
reasonable guess as follows. 
 
Sometime around the end of 1912, the printing 
office in Vienna decided to clear out its remainders 
of the 1906 Pictorial Issue. The issue was no longer 
in demand; the supplementary issues of 1912 were 
complete; and the 1912 First Franz Joseph Issue was 
in service. All stock necessary for postal use in 
Bosnia had been transferred to Sarajevo in 1911 and 
there was no foreseeable need for the remaining 
adhesives. 
 
Since the philatelic market was in full swing, (the 
1911 reprinting of the early Bosnia issues had been a 
great success) it was decided to sell (or in some 
cases give) the remaining stock to dealers, collectors 
and other privileged individuals. There was a wide 
variety of material to deal with; including crayon 
cancelled waste sheets, specially perforated sheets, 
imperforate sheets and normal sheet remainders. All 
values were represented in one manner or another. 
 
In order to avoid major confusion about such a vast 
quantity and variety of material entering the market 
at high discounts from face value and since most of 
the material was destined for the packet trade, it was 
decided to deface the stamps by punching holes in 
all of the sheets. Accordingly, the sheets were 
punched by a security or archival punch, in either a 
horizontal or vertical orientation. The finished 
material was sold in bulk. 

 

 
Helen Q. Ratzer 

1922 - 2005 
 
It is with deep regret that I send this message to you 
regarding my mother, Helen Ratzer.  She was 
hospitalized a month ago, and a week later, on 
February 28, she passed away. I am grateful that she 
has been close by for the past 15 years.   My father, 
Earl, has moved into our home with us.  He was in 
the hospital earlier in February, and with the loss of 
my Mother, it will be good to have him with us. 
They were married for almost 60 years. 
 
My 3 sisters are in Idaho, Wyoming and Illinois, so 

the internet has been helpful in getting information 
out.  Stamp collecting has been such an interest for 
both my parents, if you could pass this information 
along, it would be helpful for my Dad. 
 
I will be glad to print any correspondence that would 
come to my e-mail address for him.  [Or write to 
him directly: Earl Ratzer, 294 Shepherd Road, 
Beavercreek, OH  45385   phone 937-374-3120.] 
 
Thank you - Jan Ulrich [julrich@isiassociates.com] 
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More on BRYCE 
John Randall (#1336) 

 
According to the information I have the “BRYCE” 
was used as a precancel.  Publishers took already 
stamped and addressed wrappers to the Newspaper 
Branch during the slow periods of the day to be 
stamped with this cancel. They then returned the 
wrappers to the printing plant. When the newspapers 
were printed at night, they were inserted in the 
wrappers, bundled as to destination and returned to 
the Newspaper Branch. The special cancels allowed 

them to be put right onto the mail trains where they 
could be delivered early the next morning. This, 
therefore, qualifies as a precancel. These cancels 
also occur in London, Edinborough, Dublin and 
Cork. Up to now, I only knew of perfins from 
London. There are many of those. I just talked to 
Alan Sandy about it. He looked in his collection and 
found the same cancel and BRYCE perfin on a 1d 
penny red. 

 
 

A Rev-Perf Catalog Update 
Art Mongan (LM#3443) 

 
Ed Note: The following are extracted from Art’s 
Newsletter No. 4. I have been added to the e-
mailing and will continue to reflect Art’s notes in 
future Bulletins. Even if you are not involved in 
the ongoing cataloging effort, you may be able to 
contribute information for specific requests as 
reflected below. I am sure all help is welcome! 
 
Has anyone seen a beer stamp with the pattern 
SFBLtd/d/FB ? Chuck did not have it listed in his 
beer card deck. I have poor images of the pattern 
SFBLtd/d/JWB for 1917 and 1919, again not in 
Chuck’s card deck.  The image I have for the 
SFBLtd/d/FB pattern is dated 12.29.17 in a 
Fermented Liquor Export Stamp, rubber stamped 
“The San Francisco Breweries, Ltd.”. It sold on 
eBay for $3269.87 in June 2004. 
 
An article in The American Revenuer of June 
1960 on Massachusetts stock transfer stamps 
indicated that the cancellation be by writing or 
stamping his initials and date and that the stamps 
be perforated to prohibit reuse. I’ve examined 
many Massachusetts document of the 1915 to 
1917 period without finding perfins.  
 
The catalog (sequence) number consists of three 
parts. The first is first letter of the pattern. 
(numbers and designs will be handled differently). 
The second is a letter to indicate what type of 
perforations is being described. The last part is 
four digits with the last digit usually a zero to 
handle new additions and minor varieties. Numbers  

usually starts with 0020 to leave space for possible 
new patterns. 
 
Current planning for second letter of the sequence 
number are:  
• “A” Perforated Initials, Insignia & Numbers 
• “B” Perforated Dated Cancels on Transactions 

(Documentary, Stock Transfers, Future 
Delivery, & Silver Tax) 

• “C” Cut-Out Initials & Numbers (coding for 
cut-out designs is in flux) 

• “D” Fermented Grains (Beer, Malt liquor, etc.) 
• “E” Fermented Fruits (Wine, Fermented Fruit 

Juice, etc.)  
• “F” Distilled Spirits (Liquors, Distilled Spirits, 

etc.)  
• “G” Tobacco Products (Cigars, Cigarettes, 

Tobacco, Customs, etc.) using firms name 
• “H” Tobacco Products (Cigars, Cigarettes, 

Tobacco, Customs, etc.) using factory 
number and collection district (coding is in 
flux and may require more than six 
characters) 

• “I” Other Taxable Products (Cosmetics, 
Narcotics, Oleomargarine, Playing Cards, 
Proprietary) 

• “J” Identification Numbers (Vendor/Supplier, 
Order Numbers, etc.) (Styles only) 

• “K” Financial (Document Cancellations, 
Auditor Punches, Check Writers) 

• “L” Other Non-Postage Stamp Perforated 
Initials, Insignia & Numbers (coding to be 
determined).



 

The Perfins Bulletin – April 2005 – Page 79 

Beginner’s Corner 
Paul Mistretta (LM#111) 

 
So now you have decided to collect perfins – but 
what does that really mean? For most of the history 
of The Perfins Club, we have defined perfins as 
perforated initials punched in postage stamps with 
the intent of making these stamps identifiable in case 
of theft. Thus, as it has evolved from its first 
appearance as spirit master blue-on-white hand-
drawn work pages, the current Catalog of United 
States Perfins lists all known perforated initials 
found in postage stamps which were designed to 
fulfill this security function. The chief exception to 
this general rule is the listing of personal and 
philatelic perfins found in postage stamps that are 
essentially cosmetic in nature rather than security 
devices.  
 
Also noted in the US catalog is the use of postal 
perforators on revenue stamps. And this leads to the 
question I hope to begin to answer in this month’s 
column. In what types of stamps or other related 
items can perfins be found? 
 
Various services are provided to those who prepay 
‘postage’ charges (surface mail, air mail, semi-postal 
mail service, special delivery, etc.) When stamps are 
used to indicate the prepayment of any of these 
services we have ‘postage stamps’. One additional 
restriction is generally placed on this definition; 
stamps are generally recognized as ‘postage stamps’ 
only when issued by an internationally recognized 
government. While this is an interesting subject in 
its own right, it is not covered here since it is way 
beyond the scope of this article.  
 
In addition to postage stamps, other types of 
officially issued items include prepaid postage and 
are found with perfins. Postal cards and envelopes 
(from several countries) with printed indica (some 
embossed others not) are the most common official, 
non-stamp items found with perfins in their indica. 
While official postal stationery items are from other 
countries (generally in older items; see the recent 
article on Australian official service perfins [TPB 
59: 23-26] most US items in this category are of 
recent origin, and were mostly produced by 
collector/users of perfins. 
 

Many other forms of stamps other than country-
issued  postage stamps and postal stationery are 
found perfinned. Chief among these are revenue 
stamps –stamps used to reflect the payment of a 
variety of national, regional or local taxes.  
 
Until recently the Perfins Club referenced use of 
postal perfin patterns on revenue stamps when 
known, but had made no effort to catalog the various 
patterns found in revenue stamps. Indeed a new 
name, ‘rev-perf’ has been coined during recent 
efforts to catalog patterns found in revenue stamps 
issued in the US. During this effort it has become 
obvious that payment of a great variety of taxes has 
been done by affixing prepaid revenue stamps to 
various items. As for postage stamps, rev-perfs were 
punched into revenue stamps to discourage theft by 
making the stamps recognizable as company 
property. And, as for postage stamps, once the 
surface of the subject is scratched there are a 
tremendous number of patterns to be cataloged. 
Unlike the postal perfins recognized to the present, it 
appears that the rev-perf catalog will necessarily 
reflect type of service provided (‘stock transfer’, 
‘document registration, ‘future delivery’, tobacco 
tax, oleomargerine tax, narcotics tax, etc.) and also 
will include much information on perfins on state 
and local revenue perfins on an equal status with 
those found in federally issued and required revenue 
stamps. In addition to stamps it will include 
information on punch cancels used in checks (TPB 
I57: 159-166) as another revenue use of perforators. 
 
Many other countries have permitted the use of 
perfins in revenue stamps. Unlike the current 
cataloging effort in the US, most catalogs developed 
in other countries (and indeed even Schwerdt’s 
Catalog of World Perrfins) include rev-perfs (with 
or without special note) interspersed appropriately 
within the patterns of a single country catalog that 
includes all ‘perfins’ known for the area under 
consideration. (Note that Schwerdt numbered fiscals 
separately but included them along with the postal 
perfins of the country). Some catalogs (that for 
France and for Australia among others) assume that 
patterns are found in postage stamps and note when 
a pattern is found in revenue stamps (either in 
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addition to or exclusive of being in postage stamps). 
Unless they have updated this information into their 
most recent catalog, however, the catalog of perfins 
in the stamps of Great Britain simply lists all 
patterns known in British stamps without 
distinguishing between their use in postage versus 
stamps that in revenue stamps. 
 
Beyond perfins found in postal stamps and indica, 
and in revenue stamps, there is a variety of 
Cinderella seals in which perfins can be found. Both 
Christmas TB (TPB 57: 172-173 & 58:82) and Red 
Cross seals are known perfinned, as are the stamps 
of several local posts (TPB 59: 8 & 59: 46). Also, 
one is occasionally lucky enough to find a perfin in 
an ‘etiquette’, those little service labels added to 
help the post office to get the type of service 
required by the payment correct (TPB 58: 31). In all 
cases these are reported to be favor perfins, those 
created primarily for fun (or vanity) rather than from 
a desire to protect materials from theft. These 
patterns, if they are found in the world literature, 
may be listed along with or separated from 
commercial patterns as suited the developers of the 
catalog. Also noted in the Bulletin is a copy of an 
International Reply Coupon with the perfin ‘JE’ 
(TPB  49: 168). 
 
 In addition a variety of other Cinderellas have been 
noted in the Bulletin as having control information 
punched in them. A set of Fleischman Company 
yeast labels has been documented by Bob Schwerdt 
(TPB 55: 102 & 118, 56: 13 & 57:82) and a variety 
of commercial seals has been noted by Jack Brandt  
(TPB 58: 188). 
 
And, having broached the subject of punches not 
used to discourage theft, two formats of canceling 
punch must be additionally distinguished. Many 
stamps of the British Commonwealth issued 
between 1851 and 1904 are found with the 
perforated word “SPECIMEN” in them. During the 
identified time frame the specimen punch generally 
was small and the full word appeared in each single 
stamp so punched. Kenneth Wood in This is 
Philately (Vol.3- S-Z) suggests that these patterns 
were used to distinguish (and devalue) the sample 
stamps sent by members of the Universal Postal 
Union to all other members of that group. These 
specimen punches are found in either straight line or 

arc formats in early stamps. More recently they 
appear as a 2-line punch which covers more than a 
single stamp (often one or two full rows of stamps). 
Most commonly these two line punches include the 
word “SPECIMEN” (TPB 57: 58) or the Spanish 
“MUESTRA” [TPB 59: 45]) on one line and on the 
second line the name of the company which 
produced the sample stamps. Also seen is a 3-line 
dated “APPROVED // date // MULTOMATH CO” 
pattern (TPB 172). 
 
And the second special case is one where stamps are 
devalued for postal use by perforating the word 
“CANCELED” (“INUTILIZADO” on stamps of 
Argentina (TPB 5: 98); simple repeated large holes 
in stamps of Bosnia and Herzegovina, etc.) in 
stamps to be devalued for whatever reason. 
 
Not noted to the present are the plethora of 
‘questionables’. These are patterns punched in 
postage stamps or other items using perforators 
which clearly intended for other purposes, (TPB 57: 
97-98 & 58: 64). These items are generally not 
cataloged – but are commonly noted in Club or 
Society bulletins or newsletters.  Generally speaking 
patterns such as the date punched postage stamps 
and other punches with outsized patterns fall into 
this category. These patterns form an interesting 
side-area for the collector of perfins – but the 
patterns themselves will seldom be identified as to 
user – and probably will never see catalog status. 
 
In a relatively recent development, stamps of the 
Netherlands (TPB 47: 134 & 48: 105-107), Hong 
Kong (TPB 57: 1-2 & 57: 171), and Argentina (TPB 
58: 126) have been perforated with perfin style or 
larger punch style patterns to enhance the vignette of 
the stamp in which they are punched. And, to this 
add the even more recent perfin-like punches in the 
selvedge of souvenir sheets from Canada (TPB 57: 
171), Sweden (TPB 59: 6) and the Netherlands 
(current TPB). 
 
And, one final (for now) note. Perforated letterheads 
and stationery are also collectable. Correspondence 
from the B. F. Cummins Company or from 
American Perforators which include a perforated 
letterhead (TPB 58:6) is prized by those lucky 
enough to have pieces of this type. 
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It’s San Diego in July 
July 26-30 to be Precise 

 
The Precancel Forum for March has just arrived 
with very limited information about the Precancel 
Stamp Society/Perfins Club 2005 Convention.  

 
 

 
 

Mission Valley Marriott 
8757 Rio San Diego Dr. 
San Diego, CA 97108. 

619-692-3800 
1-800-842-5329 

 
I have very little additional information about the 
Convention at this time. The Precancel Forum does 
include a limited amount of information such as: 
• The trolley station is just behind the hotel 
• Using the Trolley you can be to most 

destinations in San Diego within 15 minutes 
• Or to the Tijuana (Mexico) crossing point in just 

slightly longer 
• Three major casinos are located within 1 hour of 

the hotel 
• Marine World is only four miles from the 

Convention Center 
 
My memories of San Diego include  
• The Pacific Ocean (yup -  impressive to this East 

Coaster)  
• Lots and lots of marinas  
• A major naval base 
• Great food 

 
 

Census of British 14-Dot Lilacs 
Bill Shields (#2951) 

 
I am involved in the preparation of a list of the 
perfins found in the 14-dot lilac's of Great Britain 
(Sc#88). I have been working on this for about the 
last 2 years with the help of Roy Gault of the GB 
perfins club. These items are scarce; up to now, a 
total of only 173 different dies have been found. 
Most of these are only 1- or 2-of-a-kind items. In 
addition, a few new dies have been discovered 
which are not found on any other GB issues.  
 
When this occurs, the owner sends the item to Roy 
and he assigns it a new catalog number. He then 
returns the item with a letter letting the owner know 
the new catalog number and anything else he feels is 
important about the new pattern. He uses their 
Club’s perfin (SEPS) in the stamp on the envelope 
used to make the return sending.  
 

Please check your collection and see if you have any 
perfins in this British issue. Send information to me 
via snail mail (4214 Longshore Ave., Apt. 212, 
Philadelphia, PA 19135-2140) or my email address 
(Perfins8975@aol.com) and I will definitely answer 
all responses.  
 
I am also willing to trade lilacs on a one on one basis 
(16 dots; SC#89) perfins; or will trade 3 nice 
socked-on-the-nose circular date stamps on lilacs for 
4 lilac readable numeral cancels, or for 5 numeral 
cancels -- 20 to 25 used GB, or Ireland 
commemoratives that are listed at 25 cents each or 
higher etc.  Please contact me. 
 
When I respond to any of the 14 dots, I will also tell 
you just how many are known (including yours).
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Auction Watch 
 
Christian Rueger (#1834) spotted lots of lots in 
Nutmeg auctions. In their Baby 27 auction there 
were another 25 lots showing all or part of the 
“MUESTRA/JACOBO PEUSER" ppattern noted in 
a previous auction. Prices ranging between $14 and 
$70 are suggested for these lots which are generally 
blocks of four or larger multiples of provincial 
revenues. 
 
Also in this auction are two lots of interest to Bosnia 
& Herzegovina specialists. They are listed separately 
below. 
 
4902 – SC#38, Imperf Proof Sheet of 50 VF, 
Defaced w/ Blue Crayon marks &: Punch Holes, 
Donkey Post (Mi #37Uvars) (Photo)  250 
 
4903 SC#38var, Imperf Blk of 18 VF, Stamps 
punched w/ holes and defaced w/ blue crayon, 
donkey post (Mi #37U, €90=$120) (Photo)   42 
 
Both of these are imperforate multiples; lot 4902 is a 
full sheet (5 horizontal x 10 vertical) with selvedge, 
lot 4903 is a block from the lower right (3 h x 6 v) of 
a sheet of 50 with selvedge at the right and bottom. 
Described as ‘green’ in Scotts these items show two 
distinctly different shades of green with the full 
sheet being a bright green while the block of 18 
borders on myrtle green. 
 
Chris also spotted a spectacular cover in Siegel 
Auction 893. 
 
Lot 169 -- 50c Orange (310). Bright color, perfin 
initials, sealed pre-use tear at lower right, tied by 
oval cancel, Renovo Pa. Jul. 6 (no year) registered 
and receiving backstamps, Very Fine appearance, 
Scott Retail $700.00. 
 
Working with Photoshop I have identified the 
pattern in this Series 1902 stamp as G72-26, an E 
rated pattern listed as having been used in Oakland, 
CA. Supplemental notes indicate usage in both San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, but no Pennsylvania 
connection is noted.  The $700 ‘retail’ value is the 
listing in my 2001 Scotts as the ‘on cover’ value of 
what at that time was listed as a $22.50 canceled 
stamp. 

Stephen Tauber (#2949) sent 3 lots along for 
consideration; all were seen on e-Bay. 
 
A $5 Marshall perf. 10 of 1917 with the F/RB 
pattern of the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston 
[F161] and with a clear (though partial) undated 
Boston, Mass. oval postmark in black was sold on 
eBay: Scott 480 USED-Nat St. Edge Perfin-Cat=40 
No reserve Winning bid: US $16.40   
 
1d Green KGV CofA WMK NSW GOV "OS" 
PERFIN (S 12 holes) Starting bid: AU $80.00  
(Approximately US $61.72)  Buy it Now price: AU 
$100.00 (Approximately US $77.15). No bids 
received. 
 
New Zealand - £400 QV LONG TYPE with 5 
OTHERS ON PIECE Starting bid: US $34.99. No 
bids received 
 
Bill Shields (#2951) noted the following e-Bay 
lots of interest to perfin collectors. 
 
Lot 5567612019 --- 300+ US PERFINS, MANY ON 
OLD STAMPS. GOOD VARIETY. Description: 
MIXTURE OF 300+ UNITED STATES 
PERFORATED INITIAL STAMPS. GOOD 
VARIETY. MANY ON OLDER STAMPS. I 
DON'T KNOW FROM PERFINS SO YOU MIGHT 
FIND A RARE VARIETY. WORTH THE 
GAMBLE! 4 bids -- Winning bid: US $20.49. 
 
Lot 5562856587 --- 1912 1d Red Block of 15 
U/Mint Perfins>> T P B S. Description: (revised) 
1912 GV lovely block of unmounted mint sg 357 1d 
Reds with Perfin TP BS watermark Royal Cypher 
Hard to find in a large block like this. 10 bids -- 
Winning bid: GBP 10.10. 
 
Lot 5567707397 --- 1903 UNITED STATES 
SCOTT#312 PERFIN. On Mar-22-05 at 16:14:21 
PST, seller added the following information. 
Correction. this is #479 perf 10. STILL A GOOD 
STAMP. 7 bids -- Winning bid: US $16.82. 
 
5567831238 --- #344 VF. Schermack w/ control 
perfin pattern "5689". Description: #344 Fine 
Schermack single with control perfin pattern  "5689" 



 

The Perfins Bulletin – April 2005 – Page 83 

(Howard nomenclature). Several years ago, Rickard  
reported on the relative scarcity of these perfins and  
rated this pattern "O" meaning he was aware of only 
31-40 copies existing. Scott is $50 for 'any perfin 
single' but of course this pattern is much, much 
scarcer. Starting bid: US $44.99 not offered. 
 
Lot 5567926244 --- 1881 PENNY LILAC, 14-DOT, 
9 PERFINS – Description: Nine examples, including 
a pair, of this scarce stamp, with a few faults as the 
scan shows. Note the double, misplaced strike of the 
perfin on the first stamp. 7 bids -- Winning bid: 
GBP 21.01. 
 
Lot 5567937132 --- Egypt 1950 w/ Norway Perfins 
fwd to Argentina *very scarce dual country franking 
with perfins *. 1 bid --Winning bid: US $49.99. 
 
Lot 5567956902 --- GB 3500 Victoria Perfins 
(1865-1900) CV:$75000. Description: Extremely 
Large Accumulation collected over Years. Starting 
bid: US $1,999.00 not offered. 
 
Lot 5568254214 --- five hawaii with perfin wailuku 
cancels. 3 bids -- Winning bid: US $7.00   
 
Lot 5568419331 --- 1902 KEV11 1/2d GREEN 
SHADES 20 PERFINS.(2).  Description: 20 KE 
V11 1/2d SHADES PERFINS.USED. A mixture of 
KE V11 1/2d green shade PERFINS. with unusual 
TRIANGULAR CANCELS . This mixture is sold 
AS THEY COME and may not contain all the 
PERFS. 3 bids -- Winning bid:  GBP 1.30. 
 
Lot 5568558291--- 110 different British perfins 
starting with W.  Description: every perfin pattern is 
different, 110 starting with W. Not all perfect 
specimens. 4 bids -- Winning bid:  US $7.78. 
 
Lot 5568558298 --- 41 different British perfins 
U,V,Y,numbers, designs. 4 bids -- Winning bid:  US 
$5.03. 
 
Lot 5568860417 --- GB 1883 1d Lilac General Life 
& Fire Perfin on Cover. 3 bids -- Winning bid: 
GBP 8.50. 
 
Lot 5568913165 --- ZULULAND MARGINAL 
BLOCK OF 36 1d LILAC CV$1750. Description: 
THIS IS A QUALITY ITEM, IN GOOD 
CONDITION, WITH NO WEAKNESS IN THE 

STRUCTURE. THEIR IS SOME MINOR AGE 
DETERIORATION, HOWEVER, THIS AS AN 
EXCELLENT BRITISH AFRICA PIECE, AND 
QUITE RARE. THE CV STATED IS FOR MINT 
SINGLES PER SG. 3 bids -- Winning bid: US 
$599.99. 
 
Lot 5568938626 --- Schermack Type III, Perfin 
pattern #7. Description: The 2-cent impert 
Washington Franklin (Scott #344) with Schermack 
Type III perforations and the company's unique 
PERFIN pattern. This pattern is listed as #7 (pin 9 
omitted). This pattern was used by the Fidelity 
Phoenix Insurance Co. of Chicago. Cut short at one 
side, as usual, but guide line showing at right. Scott 
Catalogue value $50.00. No more than a few dozen 
examples known. 6 bids - Winning bid: US $29.00. 
 
Lot 5568939082 --- Schermack Type III, Perfin 
pattern #24. Description: The 2-cent impert 
Washington Franklin (Scott #344) with Schermack 
Type III perforations and the company's unique 
PERFIN pattern. This pattern is listed as #24 (pins 6 
and 9 omitted). This pattern was used by the 
National Fire Insurance Co. of Chicago. Cut short at 
one side, as usual. Scott Catalogue value $50.00. No 
more than a few dozen examples known. 8 bids -- 
Winning bid: US $39.00. 
 
Lot 5568958472 --- Lot of 46 Various Parcel Post 
Stamps with Perfins.  Description:  Lot of 46 
Various Parcel Post Stamps with Perfins, All Used, 
Scattered Faults. Majority have the Same Perfin. 7 
bids -- Winning bid:  US $13.60. 

 
Lot 5569038311 -- RAILROAD Cover 1924 w/ 
Harding PERFIN - NY CENTRAL. 2 bids -- 
Winning bid: US $18.00. 
 
Lot 5569038327 -- RAILROAD Cover 1924 with 
Harding PERFIN IL + MS related.3 bids -- Winning 
bid: US $21.50. 
 
Lot 5569054593 -- Perfins - QV to QEII Description 
(revised) Item Specifics Condition: Used. This 
translation is provided as a service. eBay cannot 
guarantee its accuracy. A collection of over 40 
perfins from all reigns. The Victoria - Edward VII 
era is well-represented with some valuable stamps. 
(Note: on closer examination I noticed that the 1/2d 
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orange Wilding has a vertical crease 1/3 in from the 
right, and the 1/6d Wilding has a horizontal crease 
approx 1/2 way down.  The 4d George VI has a 
small tear in the top right; the Edward VII 1 shilling 
a small scissor cut in the bottom right.) 4 bids -- 
Winning bid: GBP 1.70. 
 
Lot 5569134554 --- US Perfins COLLECTION 
hundreds of stamps. Description: Here are about 300 
US perfins, including duplication and damaged. 7 
bids -- Winning bid: US $20.10   
 
Lot 5569323634 --- GB 1891 1d Lilac NPI Perfin on 
Cover to Langholm. Description: Please see scan. 
National Provident Institution seal on flap.. Also 
includes QE2 NPI perfin. 4 bids -- Winning bid: 
GBP 8.50. 
 
Lot 6165861578 --- Orange River Colony KE7 1⁄2d 
CSAR Perfin unused blk. Description: Orange River 
Colony (pre-Union South Africa) KE VII 1⁄2d 
yellow-green (watermark Crown CA) top marginal 
block of eight - each stamp with C S / A R perfin. 
An extremely scarce multiple, hinged in margin only 
- stamps mnh/mlh. C.S.A.R. = Central South African 
Railways. Starting bid: US $440.00 was not offered. 

 
While these are all very interesting lots Brad Baker 
(#3766) spotted two spectacular lots in Harmer 
auction 2953. Take a look at the lots (and prices 
realized) below! 
 
Lot 526 -- #505, 5c Rose error, double error at the 
center of a bottom margin block of twelve, all 
stamps with perforated initials of the Moline Plow 
Company of Columbus, Ohio, well centered, strong 
and intact, lightly disturbed original gum, top left 
stamp with a diagonal crease at upper left, otherwise 
Very Fine; probably the only example extant. CV 
Estimate $1,300 -- Winning bid: $1,600. 
 
Lot 537 -- #505, 5c Rose error, Fine single with 
"NS/&Co" perforated initials for the N. Snellenburg 
Clothing Co. tied to cover with their corner card by 
"Philadelphia, Pa/May 25, 1917/Station J" waving 
flag machine cancel, addressed to one of their local 
offices, cover with a vertical fold at left. Very Fine; 
a rare and desirable commercial usage to pay the 2c 
rate; 1987 P.F. certificate. CV Estimate $2,250.00 – 
Winning bid: $3,000. 

 

More Smallest and Earliest 
Ron Whyte (#2586) 

 
More on BRYCE: 

I have referred to a handbook/catalog compiled by 
Dr. J.T. Whitney on British postal markings & their 
values (5th edition - 1989) to page 246 regarding: 
Newspaper, parcel, Registered, Express and 
Triangular postmarks. There I find an item (#780) 
which has the info of London NPB 
obliterators,"many similar types" valued at .50p (on 
cover/wrapper) there are two others used by 
Edinburgh but not the actual postmark as noted on 
your Scott #58 (SG#43; Plate#?) in the article. I 
would expect that "NPB" on the postmark stands for 
"NewsPaper/Bulletin"... which was located on the 
wrapper or the actual paper/bulletin/postcard/parcel. 
Possibly the "5" is for the "office" in Glasgow. With 
15 pins in the B of the pattern it shows in the  GB 
Catalog as #B6280.03 
 

Security Over & Under Printing 
I have also scanned for you to see what is possibly 
the smallest stamp with an "underprint", a 1/2 penny 
red with Scott Catalog #58, plate #15; the 
underprinting given in April 1867 with permission 
granted to print by Perkins, Bacon Ltd. Printers:- for 
"Comstake, Moore, Crampton & Co London" in red. 
The face has a town number ‘34’ postmark, which 
could be Attleborough. 
  
Also, I have scanned a penny Red that is possibly 
the earliest precancel or overprint known with 
permission granted in 1859 - O.U.S. between two 
red vertical wavy lines (Oxford Union Society in 
Oxford, England) on Scott Catalog #33, (SG #43, 
Plate #90). The inverted postmark is town postmark 
#603 which is Oxford. 

Ed. Note – scans were impossible to color separate (red O.U.S. on a penny red, light and similar colors on the 
other two stamps) and reproduce in B&W. I have retained the images and (if my pet project – converting the 
Bulletins i have edited to .pdf files & creating CDs of the information) y’all will be able to see them also.  
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Earliest Use of US Perfin to Foreign Destination? 
Bob Szymanski (LM#145) 

 
 
In the Nov-Dec 2004 issue of The Perfins Bulletin, I 
wrote an article concerning a collection of US covers 
mailed to different foreign destinations. Jack Brandt 
was kind enough to send me some additional 
information concerning his covers and it caused me 
to put mine in better order in a binder rather than 
keep the previous "shoebox" approach. 
 
Mounting this collection reminded me that I have a 
cover to Chile that has two 1902 issue perfins and a 
cancellation date of July 17, 1908 - quite an early 
usage. A reproduction of the both sides of this cover 
with two R96 "B" rated perfins is shown. 
 

 

 
 
Coincidentally, at this time my bathroom reading 
consists of older Perfins Bulletins!  What can I say, 
I'm good at multi-tasking! However, I do want to put 
in a plug for the reading of older issues of The 
Perfins Bulletin. I have always read my Bulletin 
copies when received, but I have also found that, 

over time, I have a tendency to forget much of the 
knowledge learned and that rereading is a constant 
source of relearning this forgotten information. If 
you ever have the opportunity to pick up older 
Bulletin issues, do so.  They are chock full of great 
information.  If you can't find any, ask our Librarian 
to borrow a couple of years worth at a time! 
 

 

 
 
The "bathroom" issue I happened to be reading at 
that time was the June, 1999 one.  The lead article 
has a copy of a perfin cover that happened to be in 
the ‘current’ auction and it was suggested by then 
Auction Chairman, Rudy Roy, that it might be the 
earliest use of a US perfin on overseas mail – July 
29, 1908.  It was a postcard mailed to Sweden with 
an H91 in Sc #300 on a penny postcard.  Naturally, 
the one shown in this article is twelve days earlier.  
Does anyone out there have something even earlier?  
Let our Bulletin editor know!  Happy hunting! 

 
 

 
Clubmember Ad 

 
Breaking up my general collections. The following 
lots are available at the present time. 

Lot 1 – A US pattern collection in an almost new 
Minkus All American album. About 175 
different patterns plus many non-perfins (not 
counted in the total) -- $35. 

Lot 2 – My Latin American collection mounted 
on Perfin Club pages. 200+ different 
patterns from Mexico to Argentina (plus  

uncounted duplicates) -- $100. 
Lot 3 – Lot 3 – About 75 Washington/Franklin 

head singles, pairs with plate numbers and 
printer’s inscriptions and stars on most; 2¢ 
and 5¢ values punched TRAV. A nice lot for 
the collector who has everything (or wants 
to). – Best offer for this lot by 1 June 2005. 

I will pay postage -- Neilen Boatwright, POB 1939, 
Smyrna, GA 30081-1939 or 770-433-0720. 
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Secretary’s Report 
Ken Rehfeld (#) 

 
This month’s report is extremely brief  

 
Address Changes: 

 
# LM 31 Harry Walton, Jr 

2001 Harrisburg Pike, Apt B502 
Lancaster PA  17601-2641 

 
Membership         589  

 
 

Lets Renew Memberships Early!! 
 

Both Treasurer Steve Endicott and Secretary Ken Rehfeld have sent notes which reminded me that June – and 
annual dues payment - is coming fast. First, the general dues schedule. 
 

Dues are payable by June 30 of each year to the Secretary 
Fees US Canada Foreign 
Annual Dues US$15 US$18 US$25 
First Class Mail US$5 US$7 US$10 
Non-member Subscription US$20 US$23 US$28 

 
And second, here’s information from Steve concerning Life memberships. This is information that Ken routinely 
sends to new members, but hasn’t been published in the Bulletin in a while. The cost of a lifetime membership 
depends on two factors:  your current age and your geographic location.  The reason for this is that the main 
membership cost is the cost of printing and mailing the Bulletin.  Younger members need to pay more so that we 
can put aside enough money to pay for the expected Bulletins and the postage for them.. 
 

Lives in  Member’s age 

US Canada other foreign country 

Less than 55 $375 $450 $625 
55-64 $300 $360 $500 
65 and older $225 $270 $375 

 
 

Welcome Aboard! 
 
We have a new Sunshine person. Welcome to the 
Job and thanks for volunteering. He is John Drew 
(#3778; 33 Prarie St., Bellingham, MA  02019-1941; 

(508) 883-7180 home; (508) 344-5616 cell; e-mail - 
JACKDREW38@hotmail.com.
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