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Club Notes 
 

President Bob Szymanski has assumed, for the time 
being, the duties of Club Sunshine Chairperson.  
While not a single member has called or written Bob 
to volunteer to fill this position this position, should 
someone feel that they would like to send cards to 
sick members or at the notice of a death of a member 
(or spouse), please let him know.  As always, help 
with Club business is most appreciated.  In the 
meantime, should any members know of sickness or 
death of a Clubmember, please notify Bob. 
 
Since Ed Linn has become the Club’s new Vice-
President, Bob needs to appoint a replacement 
Counselor-at-Large.  It is best if that person is one 
who normally attends or will be attending the annual 
conventions in the future.  The Counselors-at-Large 

are sounding boards for the Club and represent the 
membership in all business matters. It is important 
that they attend the Annual Convention as they 
usually account for the quorum of the Executive 
Board necessary for business to be transacted at the 
meeting.  Should anyone have an interest in this 
position, please contact Bob Szymanski. 

 
Remember, also, to make your voice heard by 
nominating a member for the position of President 
of the Club (to Rudy Roy, Mike Falls or Richard 
Dufresne; prior to the summer convention please), 
for the Hallock Card Award (to Bob S., Kurt 
Ottenheimer or Dick Mewhinney) and for the Floyd 
Walker Award (to the Bulletin Editor). 

 

 
More on Douglas Patent Paper Stamps 

Paul A. Mistretta (LM#111; Internet site pointed out by F.M.Arndt (#1013)) 
 

In response to the articles in the December 2004 and 
January 2005 Perfins Bulletin, F. M. Arndt e-mailed: 
“Regarding the recent discussion of "Douglas Patent 
Paper" - you might be interested in the discussion 
and pictures on the Chat Board for 2/14/05 at 
http:/www.RFrajola.com, then to board!”  
 
I went to the suggested site. While the content really 
has only limited relevance to the security punch 
itself, there are a couple of fantastic illustrations of 
materials few of us will ever see in our personal 
collections.  
  

The impetus to the series of comments is a cover 
submitted for comment by Don Tocher. It is franked 
with a badly defaced (lower half missing) copy of 
the 3¢ green Washington (Scott type A46). The type 
is that of the issue (SC#207) for which the 8-hole-
circle-punch is known. However, apparently no 
known copies exist on cover for this issue – and, 
equally apparently, hope springs eternal. 
 
After several people shared very beautiful material 
in support of one or another argument, it was 
concluded that the franking was a simple SC#207 
and not a Douglas patent paper variety. But some 
great pictures are there for the viewing. 

March 2005 • Club Auction #97 
• Prices realized  
   Auction #96 
• Maine + covers 
• Statue of Liberty 
    Perfins 
• Parcel Post Census  
   - #4 
• Muestra - Jacobo  
   Peuser 

Volume 59, Number 3       Whole Number 577 
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Third Annual Perfin ID Contest - Answers 
Bob Schwerdt (#505-L) 

 
I am sorry to report that no one entered this year’s contest. Here are the answers for those who hesitated. (See The 
Perfins Bulletin Nov-Dec 2004 p.175 for the patterns to identify). 
 

1. Great Britain 
2. Chile 
3. Hong Kong 

4. Sweden (local) 
5. Hyderabad 
6. Venezuela  

7. New Zealand 
8. Argentina 
9. Czechoslovakia 

10. Spain 
11. Portugal (fiscal

 

Prices Realized – Auction #96 
 
 1.  $8.00 
 2.  12.50 
 3.  5.50 
 4.  7.50 
 5.  6.00 
 6.  5.50 
 7.  18.00 
 8.  5.50 
 9.  8.50 
 10.  6.50 
 11.  11.00 
 12.  9.50 
 13.  8.00 
 14.  8.00 
 15.  5.50 
 16.  3.00 
 17.  4.50 
 18.  7.00 
 19.  16.00 
 20.  6.00 
 21.  5.50 
 22.  1.00 
 23.  3.00 
 24.  6.00 
 25.  6.00 
 26.  13.00 
 27.  10.00 
 28.  5.50 
 29.  6.00 
 30.  6.50 
 31.  6.50 
 32.  18.00 
 33.  5.50 

 34.  4.00 
 35.  5.50 
 36. 13.00 
 37.  3.00 
 38.  6.00 
 39.  6.00 
 40.  16.00 
 41.  11.00 
 42.  16.00 
 43.  6.00 
 44.  16.00 
 45.  11.00 
 46.  5.00 
 47.  13.00 
 48.  11.00 
 49.  13.00 
 50.  13.00 
 51.  13.00 
 52.  11.00 
 53.  13.00 
 54.  13.00 
 55.  13.00 
 56.  13.00 
 57.  10.00 
 58.  39.00 
 59.  13.00 
 60.  3.00 
 61.  11.00 
 62.  6.00 
 63.  13.00 
 64.  6.00 
 65.  13.00 
 66.  13.00 

 67.  16.00 
 68.  8.00 
 69.  13.00 
 70.  16.00 
 71.  6.00 
 72.  6.00 
 73.  11.00 
 74.  11.00 
 75.  16.00 
 76.  3.00 
 77.  13.00 
 78.  16.00 
 79.  16.00 
 80.  6.00 
 81.  13.00 
 82.  9.00 
 83.  7.00 
 84.  11.00 
 85.  9.00 
 86.  6.00 
 87.  13.00 
 88.  13.00 
 89.  13.00 
 90.  13.00 
 91.  4.50 
 92.  7.00 
 93.  13.00 
 94.  13.00 
 95.  13.00 
 96.  13.00 
 97.  7.00 
 98.  6.00 
 99.  6.00 

100.  7.00 
101.  7.50 
102.  7.00 
103.  6.00 
104.  16.00 
105.  13.00 
106.  1.00 
107.  6.00 
108.  6.00 
109.  6.50 
110.  13.00 
111.  13.00 
112.  6.00 
113.  13.00 
114.  13.00 
115.  6.00 
116.  13.00 
117.  7.00 
118.  13.00 
119.  5.00 
120.  3.00 
121.  2.50 
122.  16.00 
123.  16.00 
124.  5.00 
125.  3.00 
126.  2.00 
127.  80.00 
128.  7.00 
129.  8.00 
130.  12.00 
131.  17.00 
132.  38.00 

133.  12.00 
134.  9.00 
135.  13.00 
136. 10.00 
137.  7.00 
138.  39.00 
139.  11.00 
140.  3.00 
141.  3.00 
142.  28.00 
143.  20.00 
144.  4.00 
145.  7.00 
146.  6.00 
147.  10.00 
148.  1.00 
149.  14.00 
150.  1.00 
151.  17.00 
152.  3.00 
153.  22.00 
154.  1.00 
155.  1.00 
156.  11.00 
157.  1.00 
158.  4.00 
159.  3.00 
160.  1.00 
161.  5.00 
162.  3.00 
163.  55.00 
164.  20.00 
165.  20.00 

166.  1.00 
167.  1.00 
168.  20.00 
169.  45.00 
170.  70.00 
171.  1.00 
172.  215.50 
173.  20.00 
174.  5.00 
175.  16.00 
176.  20.00 
177.  10.00 
178.  35.00 
179.  2.00 
180.  26.00 
181.  16.00 
182.  18.00 
183.  30.00 
184.  2.00 
185.  50.00 
186. 4.00 
187. 30.00 
188. 27.00 
189. 18.00 
190. 10.00 
191. 5.00 
192. 28.00 
193. 5.50 
194. 45.00 
195. 41.00 
196. 45.00 
197. 1.00 
Tot. $2,578  

 
We had 43 bidders this time, and, they were willing to bid well for the better items!  If you have perfinned stuff 
around the stamp room and don’t know what to do with it, we’ll be glad to help you turn it into cash! You might 
be pleasantly surprised – more space and more cash... 
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Another User of the Trophy Pattern 
William Donle (#1356) 

 
As a follow-up to the article in the September 2004 Perfins BulletinI about the trophy perfin (Des. 46), 
here is a copy of an item which I have which may be of interest. Could the Sarasota Philatelic Club be 
classified as a user of this pattern? Is anyone out there also a member of that Club who could shed light 
on the usage shown here 
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AUCTION #97 - Closes April 30, 2005 
 
Guidelines:  Lots will be sold to the highest bidder at the following advances over the next-to-highest bidder: $1-
$5, a 10¢ advance; $5.01-$20, a 50¢ advance; $20.01-$50, a $1 advance; and above $50.01, a $5.00 advance. No 
‘unlimited’ bids. No bids under $1 will be accepted, and no ‘or’ bids. In case of tie bids, the earliest postmark (or 
e-mail) will take priority. All single perfins are complete and in good condition, unless specified otherwise. 
Natural straight edges are not considered to be defects, just sheet positions. In larger lots you should expect some 
faults. All smaller lots are returnable if misdescribed. This does not apply to larger lots or mixes. Lots to be 
prepaid before shipping. Bid by Lot # . 
 

Send all bids to:  Bruce Brunell, 425 E. Gobbi St. #98, Ukiah, CA 95482. 
Phone (Weekday AM): (707)468-0254  -- or -- e-mail:  bbrunell@adelphia.net. 

 
Abbreviations: 
ADD -All Different Designs (Patterns)  
DDF- Design Different Face  
EST- Estimated Value 

MB -Minimum bid 
MDD -Mostly Different Designs  
PREPER- precancelled perfin 

() indicates approximate % of stamps in a lot that are damaged. 
-h indicates # of missing holes (broken pins’ in the paatern 

Scott #s are used to describe stamps 
Perfin pattern #s are from the most recent country catalogue available. 

 
United States 

Lot#   Description    Rate 
 1  A46A in #563 B 
 2 A112 in #504 B 
 3  A121.3A in #529 B+ 
 4  A157.1 in #554 A 
 5  A248 in #332 B 
 6  A288.5 in #406 B 
 7  B116-9 in #1044 C+ 
 8  B116-10 in #805 B 
 9  B153A in #507 C+ 
 10  B139A in #442  B 
 11  B139A in #707 B 
 12  B153A in #554 C+ 
 13  C119A in #638 C+ 
 14  C320 in #562 B 
 15  C361 in #472 A 
 16  D32A in #406 B+ 
 17  D75 in #463 C+ 
 18  D102 in #657  C+ 
 19  E15.5 in #457 B+ 
 20  E31A in #640  B+ 
 21  E31A in #707 B+ 
 22  E31A in #721  B+ 
 23  E62 in #499 C+ 
 24  E76 in #560 B 
 25  E84 in #367 B 
 26  G25 in #C12 B 

United States 
Lot#   Description    Rate 
 27  G65 in #406 B 
 28  G84 in #811 B 
 29  G110A in #336 B 
 30  G110A in #429 B 
 31  G194 in #375 C+ 
 32  H214.5 in #428 C+ 
 33  I26.5 in #556 C+ 
 34  I95 in #636 B 
 35  I95 in #705 B 
 36  J25 in #Q3 B 
 37  J39 in #463 C+ 
 38  J133 in #463 C+ 
 39  J137 in #333 C+ 
 40  K38 in #555 B 
 41  K41 in #554 C+ 
 42  K47 in #304   (5h) C+ 
 43  K54.3 in #1394 (split) B 
 44  L41 in #372 B+ 
 45  L88 in #692 C+ 
 46  L176 in #557 B 
 47  M8.5 in #504 (hvy cncl) B 
 48  M92 in #632 C+ 
 49  M109 in #367 B 
 50  M112 in #406 B 
 51  M213 in #503 C+ 
 52  M234 in #501  C+ 
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United States 
Lot#   Description    Rate 
 53  M282I in #373 C+ 
 54  M298 in #406 B+ 
 55  M301A in #406 B 
 56  M311 in #638 C+ 
 57  N31 in #503 C+ 
 58  N52 in #637 C+ 
 59  N52 in #642 C+ 
 60  N59 in #367 C 
 61  N81 in #367 C+ 
 62  N205.5 in #493 A 
 63  N207 in #367 D 
 64  O57 in #332 B 
 65  O87 in #416 A 
 66  P69 in #332 B 
 67  P24 in #530 B 
 68  P222 in #367 C 
 69  R32 in #414 B 
 70  R49 in #499 B 
 71 R20 in #332 B 
 72  R62 in #554 B 
 73  R136A in #332 B 
 74  S1 in #530 B 
 75  S35A in #E15 A 
 76  S79 in #527 C+ 
 77  S90 in #585 B 
 78  S92A in #559 B 
 79  S92A in #527 B 
 80  S139 in #466 B 
 81  S175.5 in #424 A 
 82  S185 in #332 C+ 
 83  S193 in #462 B 
 84  S195-4 in #566 B 
 85  S195-44A in #332 B 
 86  S218 in #557 B 
 87  S219 in #332 C+ 
 88  S222 in #499 B 
 89  S235.5 in #335 A 
 90  S269 in #463 B 
 91  S298 in #406 C+ 
 92  S304 in #825 C+ 
 93  S306 in #332 C+ 
 94  S340 in #632 B 
 95  S340 in #635 B 
 96  S364 in #332 B 
 97  T22 in #632 B 
 98  T42.5 in #332 C+ 
 99  T48 in #332 C+ 
 l00  T59 in #715 C+ 
 101  T73 in #332 (cvr frnt) B 

United States 
Lot#   Description    Rate 
102  T89.8 in #614 B 
 103  T99 in #333 C+ 
 104  T101A in #Q1 A 
 105  T111 in #709 C+ 
 106  T121.1 in #638 (8h) A 
 107  U3 in #529 B 
 108  U81 in #591 B 
 109  U84 in #336 B 
 110  W13 in #707 B 
 111  W43 in #405 (4h) A 
 112  W45 in #406 B 
 113  W70 in #331 B 
 114  W132 in #508 B 
 115  W163 in #636 B 
 116  W177A in #707 B 
 117  W203-2.5 in #332 B 
 118  W211 in #463 C+ 
 119  W225 in #332 B 
 120  Y10 in #332 C+ 
 121  #16 in #567 B+ 
 122  #16 in #635 B+ 
 123  Des 20 in #807 B 
 124  Des 32 in #555 C+ 
 125  Des 40 in #567 C+ 
 126  Des 90-45 in #343 B+ 
 127  Des 91-1 in #344 A 
 128  120Stamps with Kodak punches 
 129  Spec Del – 21 ADD in 27 DDF 
 130  Sc#332 – 205 DDF 
 131  Bicents. – 140 ADD in 246 DDF 
 132  Airs – 62 ADD in 79 DDF 
 133  Coils – 15 ADD in 19 DDF 
 134  I67 in 6 unused – Cat $28 
 135  157 diff – mostly commems 
 136  D & D+ rated – 71 ADD 
 137  D rated – 38 ADD 
 138  C rated – 70 ADD 
 139  F rated - 158 DDF 
 140  E rated – 163 DDF 
 141  Commems – 49 DDF 
 

Worldwide 
Lot#   Description 
 142  Airs – 12 DDF 
 143  Argentina: POKOs – 2 ADD 
 144  Australia: “VG” – 44 DDF 
 145  Austria: POKOs – 40 ADD in 91 DDF 
 146 Austria: pat #L18 – 71 DDF 
 147 Austria: pat #L18 –81 DDF 
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Worldwide 
Lot#   Description 
 148  Austria: 47 DDF 
 149  Bavaria: 22 ADD 
 150  Belgium: 58 DDF 
 151 Belgium: 200 DDF 
 152 Belgium: 232 DDF 
 153 Belgium: #B217 mint with Royal Perfin 
 154 Belgium- Germ. Occ.: 4 ADD in 9 DDF 
 155 Bohemia & Moravia: 7 DDF 
 156 Canada: O8 & O9 – 50 items Cat = $65 
 157 Canada :105 MDD 
 158 Canada: 85 MDD 
 159 Crete: “B.A.” in Sc#83 
 160 Danzig: 5 ADD in 11 DDF 
 161 Denmark: Des 43 in 32 DDF 
 162 Denmark: 37 ADD 
 163 Denmark: 38 ADD 
 164 France: 46 ADD in 82 DDF 
 165 France: 26 MDD – Cat $200 
 166 France: Airs – 15 DDF 
 167 France: letter S pats – 34 ADD in 136 DDF 
 168 France: letter M-Z pats – 62 ADD in 136 DDF 
 169 France: letter A–C pats – 58 ADD in 321 DDF 
 170 France – Ofc in Levant: 3 DDF 
 171 Great Britain: letter L pats in George V issue  
  – 44 ADD 
 172 Great Britain: 21 DDF 
 173 Great Britain: letter L pats – 200 DDF 
 174 Great Britain: 21 DDF in Silver Jubilee iss 
 175 Great Britain: 36 MDD in 2/6 to £1 iss. 
 176 Hungary: 154 DDF 
 177 Hungary:  234 DDF 
 178 India: 163 DDF 
 179 India: letter A pats – 3 ADD in 18 DDF 
 180 India: 31 DDF 
 181 India – States: 2 ADD in 3 DDF 
 182 Indochina: “B.I” in #160 
 183 Indochina: 3 ADD in 4 DDF 
 184 Japan: dbl “T” in revenue 
 185 Jugoslavia: 3 ADD in 4 DDF 
 186 Mexico: “JA/&/CS” in #307 
 187 Netherlands: Des (retort) in 6 DDF 
 188 Netherlands: “S&Z/R” in 31 DDF 
 189 Newfoundland: “AYRE” in 6 DDF 
 190 New Zealand: “W&T/Ld” in #101 
 191 Slovakia: “BM” in #31 
 192 Slovakia: “BA/B” in 3 DDF 
 193 Portugal: 32 MDD 
 194 Portugal: 49 MDD 
 195 Romania: 63 MDD 

 196 Romania:40 DDF 
 197 Russia: “MN/40” in #81 
 198 Straits Settl.: 5 ADD in 19 DDF 
 199 Straits Settl.: 6 ADD in better denoms. 
 200 Sweden: 61 DDF 
 201 Switzerland: 57 ADD in 120 DDF 
 202 Trieste – Zone A: 3 ADD in 5 DDF 
 203 UN: US pat K37.5P in block of #181 
 204 Upper Silesia: 2 ADD 
 205 Wurttemburg: 6 ADD 
 

Covers (perfin on envelope  
unless otherwise noted) 

 206 US: S23 in #700 
 207 US: M148 in #632 
 208 US: M198 in #331 (on card) 
 209 US: G197 in #331 (on card) 
 210 US: M295 in #405 (corner carded cvr) 
 211 US: M205 in #406 (corner carded cvr) 
 212 US: M205 (in unmailed card) 
 213 US: 52 Illinois perfin covers 
 214 US: 70 perfin covers 
 215 Germany: 1.EOB,2 in a postal card 
 216 Switzerland: 8 cvrs – either a cross opt or 
  a cross perfin ca. 1935-1939 
 217 Switzerland: J16 (on card) 
 218 Romania: U7 x4  
 219 Switzerland: “ED/C”  
 220 Switzerland: “J.M/C”  
 221 Austria: pat G122  
 222 Austria: pat W37  
 223 Austria: patG28 (on card) 
 224 Austria: pat D18 
 225 Austria: pat E120 
 226 Austria: pat F87 
 227 Austria: pat F52 
 228 Austria: pat G28 
 229 Austria: pat A147 
 230 Austria: pat A147 
 231 Austria: pat A147 
 232 Austria: pat B110 
 233  Austria: pat C10 
 234 Austria: pat A155 
 235 Austria: pat A30 
 236 Austria: pat A159 
 237 Jugoslavia: Jugoslovenska Bank cvr with  
  perfins 

 
END OF AUCTION 

GOOD LUCK IN YOUR BIDS
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A Small/Large Perfin Article 
Bob Szymanski (LM-145) 

 
In speaking with our Bulletin Editor, I found out that 
the well was almost dry and could I please help 
prime the pump with a big perfin article. Now the 
President is responsible for a lot of things but I know 
that you readers don't want to hear only from me so 
how about digging out something interesting and 
inundating our Editor with such a copious amount of 
material that he has an actual backlog! 
 
Now, what to write for a large article? Well, let's 
see. Large articles take time and Paul needs 
something quickly so what can I find that would be 
interesting and challenging to all? 
 
A year and a half ago in August, 2003, I issued a 
challenge to our members to show me that someone 
or some group of members could come up with a 
calendar of perfins - that is any one month of any 
calendar year with one perfin from any country with 
a cancel for each date. A $100.00 prize was offered 
to anyone doing this in the following twelve months.  
Easy? Apparently not; no one came forward to claim 
the prize. I will have to admit that after saving 
perfins with date cancels from the years 1880 
through 1980, I have only six months in which I 
have over a half of the dates and I have been trying 
to do this for over three years. I could have a few 
more but these are only the duplicates that go into 
this "exotic" collection. 
 
Dave Begin was the only member with whom I 
spoke about this endeavor in some detail. We both 
believed that with the large amount of duplicate 
perfins, we should find something or some way of 

utilizing the duplicates and this sounded like a novel 
idea. Rather than put an ad in the Bulletin, I will ask 
here for any members to send me any quantity of 
any perfins from any country that have readable date 
cancels. If the date is readable I will offer a 
minimum of 5 cents each, and if the date and town 
are readable a minimum of ten cents each. If and 
when I have enough, I'll let you know, but they are 
not that common! 
 
The calendar perfin collection brings me to the next 
part of this article. Take a look at the face and back 
of the perfin shown. I will submit this as the 
"smallest" and one of the oldest date cancelled 
perfins with a "complete" perfin punch! The perfin is 
"Bryce" and the date is August 1, 1879 in the city of 
Glascow, Scotland. The stamp is a Scott #58 in use 
in the 1870's. I do not know what the 5 under 
Glascow and the N.P.B. stand for but maybe 
someone with a familiarity with British cancels can 
elucidate the matter for us. I can not even put this 
one into my collection as my date calendar only 
starts at Jan 1, 1880. 
 

 

   

 

 
 
So that is the big perfin article on a small perfin! 

 

Auction Watch 
 
Bill Shields (#2951) reported a single e-Bay item 
this month 
 
Item #5554853205 - GB 1884 1d Lilac Identified 
Perfin to Langholm. Description - S & McD = 
Stewart & McDonald Glasgow as per details on flap. 
Langholm CDS on back. This lot received only one 
bid and sold for £(GB) 3.50 (Approx. US $6.63) 
 

Stephen Tauber (#2949) reports that Eastern 
Auctions, Ltd. (Bathurst, NB), in its March 9, 2005 
Mail Sale, offers several lots of Canada 'OH/MS' 
perfins – eight lots of 1 to 7 mint stamps each with 
the 4-hole pattern and a used single 4-hole 
(catalogue values ranging from $C 100 to $C 305).  
There are 34 lots of Canadian prepers, 1 stamp per 
lot, with catalogue values from $C 35 to $C100.  
(Canadian preper collectors must be richer than the 
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U.S. tribe.)  The towns are Brandon, Brockville, 
Hamilton, and London, ON; Edmonton, AB; 
Montreal, QC; and Moose Jaw, SK. 
 
Additional lots in this auction include a lot of 14 
covers with perfins from the Admirals to the 1950s 
(est. $C 175); a lot which includes six railway 
receipts and checks plus two ship checks, each with 
perfin excise stamps, as well as four other 
documents with un-punched revenue stamps (est. $C 
250); a 1943 censored cover to Switzerland with five 
4-hole 'OH/MS' stamps (est. $C 125); a lot of 17 
Geo. V perfins, some used as late as the early 1950s 
(est. $C 150); a sales slip with 14 5-cent admirals 
and 13 10-cent Admirals, each with a 9-hole revenue 
punch cancellation, to pay the 10% tax on a $ 20 
purchase (est. $C 100); Canadian Pacific Railway 
cheque [Canadian spelling] with a block of six 4-
cent revenues (cat. no. FX39) with perfins (CPR??), 
some doubled (est. $C 65); group of five CPR 
cheques with perfin revenues (est. $C 145); and 
Belgium B41-B46 with security punches (est. $C 
200). 
 
Christian Rueger (#1834) pointed me to 
Nutmeg’s Auction #94 in which 50+ lots of 
perfins or control punched stamps were offered. 
Many lots in this auction were from the Manny 
Selengut collection of revenue stamps of 
Argentina, and these included some spectacular 
items! Perfinned lots from this collection that 
Chris noted are listed below; descriptions in the 
listing on the web include catalog numbers from 
the Forbin Catalog (one with which I am 
unfamiliar). These lots are essentially all 
illustrated on the web with “(Photo)”s (actually 
scans) and these are very interesting. If 
interested you can view these lots at http://www. 
nutmegstamp.com/).  
 
Virtually all of the punches are the same 
(although, lacking any reference material,  
relative size is impossible to determine from the 
illustrations.) "MUESTRA/ JACOBO PEUSER" 
These ‘Peuser’s perfins’ generally cover more than a 
single stamp. 
 
Due to the large number of lots involved I will 
simply list them for ease of location on the Nutmeg 

website. I will separate them by Province/ 
municipality as is done on the site. 
 
Also, a large number of Hatian stamps “...each w/ 
control punch hole, Ex American Bank Note 
Archive...: were offered. Again I will simply list 
these lots by number for those who wish to pursue 
the information. 
 

Argentina Perfins 
 
Federal Revenues -- Lot #4810   
Buenos Aires Revenues -- Lots #4819, #4825, 

#4828, #4829, #4871, and #4872. 
Catamarca Revenues -- Lots #4876, #4877, #4878, 

#4879, #4886, #4887, #4888, #4889, #4890, 
#4891, #4892,  #4893, #4894, and #4896. 

Corrientes Revenues -- Lot #4898. 
Entre Rios Revenues -- Lots #4910, #4912, and 

#4913. 
La Pama Revenues -- Lot #4919.  
Mendoza Revenues -- Lots #4920, #4923, #4924, 

#4925, #4926,  #4927, #4928, #4929, #4933, 
and #4934. 

Misiones Revenues -- Lots #4935 and #4937. 
Neuquen Revenues -- Lot #4938. 
Salta Revenues -- Lots #4939, #4940, #4941, and 

#4942. 
San Juan Revenues -- Lot #4952. 
San Luis Revenues -- Lot #4958. 
Tucaman Revenues -- Lots #5051 and #5052. 
 

Northern Rhodesia 
 
Lot #4482  25/45, Diagonally perfed SPECIMEN 
VF, Excellent Fresh Colors, Cplt Set, Sismondo 
Photo Cert (SG #25s/45s, £300=$564). Est $450 

Haiti 
 
Lots #6833,  #6835, #6839, #6841, #6842, #6843, 

#6846,  #6847,  #6848,  #6849,  #6850,  
#6855, #6862, #6864, #6866, #6882, #6883, 
#6884, and #7206. 

 
el Salvador 

 
Lot #721  O201-4 VF, OG, Cplt Set, each punched 
w/ 12 sm holes Cat $100. Est $80. 
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Muestra / Jacobo Peuser 
Paul Mistretta (LM#111) 

 
Below is shown the specimen punch used by Jacobo 
Peuser on stamps produced for the various 
departments, cities and provinces of Argentina. The 
punch spreads its two lines across three stamps of 
approximately commemorative size. The pattern 
here was developed using Photoshop and the stamps 
in the photo for Lot 4825  ($1M/N, 
"MUNICIPALIDAD/ DE LA CAPITAL", Blk of 6) 
in Nutmeg’s Auction 94 discussed elsewhere in this 
Bulletin.  
 
The block shown has two complete versions of this 
punch. Unfortunately, I have no reference material 
in my collection to use to determine either stamp or 
pattern size. Thus, the pattern shown here is almost  

certainly inaccurate as to size although the pins are 
properly positioned and the pattern is in direct 
proportion to the true size. Note also that two 
different sized pins were used in creating this punch; 
those in ‘Jacobo Peuser’ having a diameter of 90% 
of those in ‘Muestra’. 
 
This pattern and similar specimen punches are not 
shown in Schwerdt’s Perfins of the World.  
 

 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report – 2004 
Steve Endicott (#2284) 

 
I am pleased to report that the financial situation for 
the Club remains in good order. 
 
The total financial assets for the Club amount to 
$75,000, up approximately $4,000 from December 
2003 (all numbers in this report are being rounded to 
the nearest thousand dollars). The money is being 
held in checking accounts, saving accounts and 
several Certificates of Deposit.   
 
While having $75,000 in financial assets looks like 
we are rich, it is important to note three special 
categories in that total: the escrow for life 
memberships, the escrow for member’s personal 
credit accounts and thirdly, donations. One hundred 
twenty six members have paid for life memberships, 
amounting to $41,000. I set these funds aside to 
ensure we have funds to produce The Perfins 
Bulletin for these members in future years, the 
Bulletin being the largest expense for the Club. 
 
The second special category is the escrow for 
individual member’s personal accounts. This service 
enables members to maintain a credit balance with 
the Club and deposit and/or withdraw funds from 

their individual account in U.S. dollars at their 
discretion. This is a valuable service to our foreign 
members who can suffer significant transaction fees 
in processing individual checks. Currently 14 
members utilize this service; the aggregate balance 
of this escrow is currently $1000. If interested in 
participating, please contact me. 
 
The third category is donations, which the Club sets 
aside for special use. This escrow is currently at 
$9,000. 
 
After subtracting for these special escrows, the Club 
has an operational balance of $23,000, which would 
cover about two year’s expenses. 
 
Our Income Statement for 2004 shows income of  
$16,000 and expenses of $12,000. Both income and 
expenses are less than last year. Of some concern is 
the fact that income from membership dues from the 
sales activities are down. We all should try to attract 
new members to the Club. A growing, active 
membership will be greatly beneficial in the long 
run..
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Statue of Liberty Perfins 
Bob Schwerdt (#505-L) 

 
No doubt, some perfin collectors have specialty 
collections of perfins in the many Statue of Liberty 
issues. Scott #566, the 15¢ gray of the series of 
1922, can furnish plenty of perfin patterns for the 
specialist. There are numerous other issues, both 
postal and airmail, depicting the statue to provide 
plenty of perfin collecting opportunities. 
 
I decided to become a Statue of Liberty collector, 
but limited myself to only one issue – the 11¢ 
bicolor, Scott #1044A (and 1044C if possible). This 
carmine and dark violet blue stamp was issued June 
15, 1961, rather late for perfin use. 
 

 

To date I have only one copy (and need 24 more for 
a single exhibition page!) with the Block Drug 

Company of Jersey City, NJ (pattern B86.7I). The 
only other copy of which I am aware has the same 

B/D/C pattern. 
 
Personal, Club, and favor perfins aside, I wonder 
how many commercial types can be found in this 
issue? Eleven cents seems to be an odd rate, since in 
1961 the domestic and air rates were 4¢ and 7¢ per 
ounce respectively. Companies would generally 
have had little use for this value, perfinned or 
otherwise. 
 
Copies of perfinned 11¢ Statue of Liberty issues 
may have crossed my desk years before I decided to 
collect them, but I doubt that very many did. I hope 
that members who collect synoptically can convince 
me that this issue is not just a one-company perfin. 

 
 

Another Leipzig Local Item 
Rudy Roy (#1124) 

 
I recently came across the card of which I have 
attached two scans. Since you had a brief article on 
Leipzig Local in the JAN issue of TPB, perhaps this 
might be of follow-on interest.  
 

 

I am working on getting more information and 
would welcome any input, especially about the 
Courier service. 
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Beginner’s Corner  
Organization of Perfin Catalogs 

Paul Mistretta (LM#111) 
 
This month I will try to cover another very broad 
area of information necessary to understanding 
perfin literature. With very broad strokes I will 
attempt to cover the processes (highly variable) of 
cataloging perfins as it has been done by various 
authors/editors. 
 
The first thing to recognize is that the development 
of an organized structure in which to classify perfins 
is as variable as the personalities involved in this 
process.  The resulting differences in pattern 
numbering can be highly confusing even to 
experienced collectors moving into new collecting 
areas. 
 
Generally speaking, catalogs are organized 
alphabetically by pattern content, although there are 
serious variations even on this theme. This 
organization is based on knowledge derived from 
collections accessible to those developing the 
catalog. 
 
The most obvious problem for all who try to catalog 
a bit of history from observed items is that they do 
not necessarily know all of the items to be cataloged, 
and this problem plagues classifiers of perfins!  In 
most catalogs, when a new item is identified it is 
artificially wedged into the (alphabetically) 
appropriate location by manipulating the numbering 
in some manner. 
 
And a secondary problem faced is what to do with 
die varieties of a pattern. Die varieties can result 
from a variety of sources. The most obvious is the 
use of a manually prepared multiple die perforator 
head which punches anywhere from 2 to 10 stamps 
simultaneously, whose patterns are essentially the 
same – but are not absolutely identical to each other 
due to very slight variations in pin position. 
Perforator pin breakage over time also causes 
identifiable varieties, as does deliberate 
manipulation of the pins to create new patterns. 
 
Both these issues will be discussed below within the 
context of each variation on the theme. 

Simple Sequential Numbering 
 
Perhaps the simplest cataloging is that in which all 
of the patterns are lined up alphabetically and are 
numbered sequentially from “1” through whatever is 
the last number needed. An example of this form of 
organization can be found on the Internet at Rod 
Sell’s     site     http://rodsell.com/hkperfins/hkperfin. 
html) where Hong Kong Perfins are organized and 
displayed alphabetically in a simple sequential 
numerical series running from 1 to 66. In a slight 
modification to the more common pattern, this list 
(based on information from the Hong Kong study 
group) assigns primary catalog numbers to the user 
of the pattern rather than to the pattern itself. 
 
In the listing of Hong Kong perfins the problem of 
newly discovered users is handled by assigning 
uppercase letters at the end of the catalog number of 
the user’s name which immediately alphabetically 
precedes the newly discovered user name; see 8A 
(The Bank of Canton Limited) and 8B (Bank of 
Commerce). The latter pattern was discovered 
(apparently) after assigning catalog number 9 to the 
Banque de l’Indo-Chine.  
 
Finally, in this catalog die varieties are cataloged by 
assigning a lowercase letter as a suffix to appropriate 
catalog numbers. However, differing from most 
catalogs of perfins with which I am familiar, patterns 
which I would number as distinctly different from 
each other and thus worthy of distinct major catalog 
numbers are treated as die varieties of the company’s 
catalog number. For a good example of this 
specialized variation compare pattern 33g and 
pattern 33h, which by most catalogers would be 
identified with different primary catalog numbers 
(not just buy suffix). 
 
One final observation about simple sequential 
number series as a cataloging tool, it is most 
commonly used for countries or stamp issuing 
agencies for which few patterns are known or for 
work sheets in the early stages of development. As 
the number of patterns known for an issuing unit 
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increases the simple 1-to-the-end pattern of 
assigning numbers usually becomes less useful in 
describing the material and is abandoned for a 
variation on this theme. 
 

Simple Sequential Numbering 
A Variation 

 
One variation of note to the simple linear numbering 
described above is that used by Bob Schwerdt in The 
World Perfins Catalog. In this four-volume work 
patterns were numbered in a simple linear sequence, 
but with several classes of stamp/seal recognized 
and distinguished by an alphabetic prefix.  These 
are: commercial perfins in postage stamps - prefixed 
with an “A”; fiscal (revenue) stamps - preceded by a 
“B”; official, personal or exhibition perfins - 
preceded by a “C”; and, fraudulent  (for whatever 
reason) items - prefixed with an “F”. 
 
Within each of the type designators the simple 
sequential numbering scheme is followed. Also, in 
this world catalog newly found patterns are 
generally designated with a decimal value that 
places them appropriately in the numerical sequence. 
 

Alphabetically Subdivided  
Linear Numerical Sequencing 

 
This is the most common form of cataloging 
encountered in perfins literature. It is a basic 
variation on the theme already discussed, separate 
number sequences beginning at ‘1’ are 
alphabetically assigned for patterns in separate 
sections for patterns beginning with each letter of the 
alphabet (A-Z) and, also, in sections for Number and 
Design patterns. This reduces the overall length of 
number sequences in any section, but some of these 
sequences can still be very large in some of the more 
prolific perfin issuing countries. It also gives slightly 
more information about the pattern itself. Basic 
catalog numbers in this format will appear similar to 
the following – A1, B195, R10, etc. 
 
Many major country catalogs employ this system 
including many of those with the largest number of 
patterns. These include (but are not limited to) the 
Catalog of United States Perfins, Canadian Stamps 
with Perforated Initials, Katalog Perfinu z uzemi 
Ceskoslovenska, Austria Perfins, Perfins van Belgie, 
Catalog of Bavarian Perfins, Catalogo dei Perfin 
Italiani, etc. etc.  

Numbering of newly discovered patterns is done in a 
manner similar to that discussed above, though 
variations are found in the manner in which suffixes 
are assigned. For example, in the United States 
catalog new patterns discovered between existing 
ones are generally assigned a decimal suffix between 
the appropriate numbers. As an illustration US 
pattern A305.5 (“A&T”) was discovered after A305 
(“A&S”) and A306 (“A&W/Co”) had been 
numbered; it was thus assigned a fractional number 
in the sequence between the two already numbered 
patterns. Dies of a pattern are also handled in a 
manner similar to that described – by suffix (for the 
US catalog an alphabetic one). 
 

Other Methods of Cataloging 
Australia, France,  

Germany, Great Britain, & Japan 
 
Five major country catalogs (at least) have very 
distinctive patterns for numbering patterns. I will 
briefly discuss each of these below. 
 
Matthews’ Handbook of Australian Private Perfins 
presents an alphanumeric description of each pattern 
followed by a decimal and then a number assigned 
in simple numerical sequence for patterns with that 
description. The alphanumeric descriptor simply 
lists, in series, all characters in the pattern read left 
to right beginning on the top line and proceeding l to 
r from line to line if necessary). Thus numbers 
appear as A.1, A&CO.5, A&ETCL.1, etc. I do not 
see decimal notation for new patterns and suspect 
that, due to the generally small number of multiple 
patterns with identical alphanumeric descriptor, new 
patterns when found are simply included at the end 
of the current list for the appropriate pattern. 
 
Dedecker, Herbert and Janot use a variation of this 
system in their Timbres Perfores – France et 
Colonies. As in the Australian catalog they use a full 
alphanumeric descriptor in the assigned catalog 
number. (They do include a slash in their descriptors 
to separate lines in the pattern.) However, they 
consecutively number patterns within each letter of 
the alphabet. Thus you have catalog numbers of the 
following type: EG 72, E.G 73, E.G. 74 EGD 75, 
EG/R 76, etc. New patterns found after number 
assignment are distinguished by adding a hyphen 
followed by a number as for EG 70, EG 70-1, and 
EG 70-2. As an aside here, it can be argued that, if 
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the pattern description which prefixes the number is 
reduced to its first letter, this catalog uses 
alphabetically divided linear numerical sequencing 
as described earlier. However, this is not done and 
so it must be assumed it was not the authors’ intent. 
 
The ARGE Katalog der deutschen Firmenlochungen 
uses a numbering system all its own. Consisting of 
three parts it forms a highly descriptive catalog 
number, but one very different from those described 
above. The basic format for numbering patterns is 
#.XXX,##. The fields are as follows: ‘#.’ = The 
pattern type where ‘1’ = a single horizontal line 
pattern, ‘2’ = a 2 horizontal line pattern, ‘3’ = 
monograms or vertical line patterns, and ‘4’ = 
designs without letters; ‘.XXX,’ = the first three (or 
fewer if there are less than three) alphabetic 
characters in the pattern’s description; and ‘.##’ is a 
simple sequential number assigned to the pattern 
beginning with ‘1’ for each #.XXX combination. 
 
A Catalog of Great Britain Perfins also uses its very 
own system for pattern designation. Within each 
letter of the alphabet numbers were originally 
assigned as a four digit number in a sequence of tens 
- thus, 0010, 0020, 0030, 0040, etc. Each ten 
represents a separate pattern type – generally the 
0010 designation represents the single letter patterns 
for the specified alphabet section. Thus the pattern 
A0010 is the single character “A”, and the various 
single “A” patterns are distinguished from each 
other by adding a 2-digit decimal (A0010.01, 
A0010.02, etc.) New patterns were inserted using 
one of the missing numbers between the tens (0015) 
or adding a third decimal place (0010.015). 
Obviously, given that close to half the known world 
patterns are British perfins, this is an important 
international system! 
 
And, finally, The Adachi catalog of Japanese perfins 
has, of necessity, a totally unique cataloging system. 
During the creation of this catalog, there was an 
obvious problem that required a creative solution. 
Japanese perfins occur some with Roman characters, 
some with Japanese characters, and some with 
designs or geometric patterns without alphabetic 
characters of either type. In addition the catalog had 
to be usable by Japanese collectors (many of whom 
are unfamiliar with the Roman alphabet) and 
collectors in the rest of the world (most of whom are 
unfamiliar with Japanese ideograms). 

Adachi’s solution to this confusion was elegant in its 
simplicity. Beginning with the Roman alphabet’s ‘C’ 
(‘A’ was used for embossed security devices and ‘B’ 
for hand-stamped devices) he organized the perfins 
section of the catalog by character set used and 
numbers of characters in the stamp.  
 
The sections are laid out as follows: ‘C’ = single 
Roman letter patterns; ‘D’ = single Roman letter 
enclosed in a design; ‘E’ patterns = 2 Roman letters; 
‘F’ = 2 Roman letters plus or within a design; ‘G’ = 
3 Roman letters whether enclosed in a design or not; 
‘H’ = 4 or more Roman letters in the pattern; ‘J’ = 
single Japanese character; ‘K’ = single Japanese 
character enclosed in a design; ‘L’ = 2 Japanese 
characters forming the pattern (generally oriented 
one above the other); ‘M’ = 3 Japanese character 
patterns; ‘N’ = 4 Japanese character patterns; ‘P’ – 
‘S’ sections appear to duplicate the previous 
Japanese character sections (but here my knowledge 
breaks down - I suspect that the distinction of these 
sections may be a more ‘modern’ and less stylized 
character set than in previous sections); ‘T’ = 
designs and Arabic numerals; ‘W’ = designs (some 
with Roman alphabetic characters); ‘X’ = naval 
anchor patterns; and, ‘Y’ = a single pattern which is 
a postal cancellation device (separated by use rather 
than by format). Sections characterizing Roman 
character patterns are organized alphabetically  
 
So now, hopefully, when you see a catalog number 
for a perfin pattern it will be somewhat less 
mysterious. I am sure that this is neither the 
definitive and nor a totally comprehensive 
discussion of this subject! Always check the front of 
the catalog; generally in the introduction to the 
catalog there is a discussion of the catalog 
organization and its numbering system. 
 
Note: Next month I will discuss the process(es) of 
describing patterns. But, for the purposes of trying to 
interpret the auction descriptions in this issue, 
generally speaking, catalog numbers are used in 
describing patterns offered. However, some patterns 
are described in quotes. These descriptions are actual 
pattern descriptions and are used where a catalog 
number was unavailable.  
 
And a quick correction – Lou Repeta (#1481) 
notes in last month’s acronyms - BEP is the Bureau 
of Engraving & Printing not the other way around. 
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Covers Tell Interesting Stories 
Vince McDermott (#17887) 

 
The first three covers shown have a Maine connection. The last is just interesting. Here is a use of the Hayden, 
Stone & Co. perfin (H177) by a corporate office not previously listed in the catalog – Boston, MA. 
 

 
 
Here is pattern I43.7-23, previously reported by the International Harvester Company in Boston, MA, Providence, 
RI, and Sommerville, ME. This cover from IHC offices at 123 Center Street, Bangor, ME and canceled in Bangor 
represents a new office listing for this pattern. 
 

 
 
This (top of next page) is a normal usage of the Swift & Co., perfin on a letter from the (listed) Chicago offices. 
However, of interest to me is the fact that it was mailed to a Company office in Bangor, ME. This raises my hopes 
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that somewhere out there (in Chicago??) there might  be a perfin used from the Bangor office. Anyone know of 
such an item? 
 

 
 
And, finally, here is an interesting cover employing the National Geographic Society’s perfin (N65). The two 
stamps show different broken pin varieties of the pattern. The 13¢ Fillmore stamp shows the broken pin variety 
(in the ‘G’) used as an illustration in the Ballough’s US Catalog, the 8¢ airmail has a broken pin in the ‘S’. The 
locations of these broken pins suggest, at the least, a multiple die head on the perforator. Backstamp on this cover 
tells its own interesting tale of rapid service; mailed January 16, 1945 at 2:30 P.M. in Washington this letter was 
receipt stamped in Hartford, CT at 6:30 A.M. on the 17th.  
 

 
 
 

Parcel Post Census – Part 4  
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Perfins Arrive in the Mainstream? 
 Being Offered as Added Rarity Factor in Rare US Stamp 

Based on notes from (alphabetically) John Lyding (#LM-116), Ivan Pfalzer (#765),  & Stephen Tauber (#2949) 
 
Michael E. Aldrich, Inc. does business as 
AldrichStamps.com and as RareStampExchange.com. 
In the Winter 2005 issue of its house publication, 
The Carefree Times (published in Carefree, AZ), is 
the announcement that the Rare Stamp Exchange 
will soon offer two used copies of U.S. Scott 519 (2-
cent carmine George Washington, wmk. double-line 
USPS, perf 11) perfinned. The stamps were brought 
to the firm by two different collectors in 2004, and 
each has a Philatelic Foundation certificate. One 
copy has pattern A221-44A (AR; rarity factor C), 
the other has pattern N44 (NCB; rarity factor F) 
inverted.   
 
According to Aldrich only three copies of #519 have 
ever been certified by the Philatelic Foundation with 
perfins. Therefore we can expect some serious 
specialist interest in these two stamps and the 
scarcity of perrfins in this issue, rather than the 
relative value of the perfin, is expected to influence 

the ultimate purchase price of these two items. 
 
The stamp in question was evidently used almost 
exclusively in New York (City).  Consistent with 
this information, the users of both of the patterns on 
the stamps to be offered did business in New York. 
 
It is very interesting to note that while once-upon–a-
time a perfin would have been considered a fatal 
flaw in a high-value stamp, Rare Stamp Exchange is 
treating these perfins as if they have added value due 
to the rarity factor of punched patterns in the #519. It 
certainly suggests that perfins have arrived – if not 
in the main stream of collecting, certainly very close 
to it! However, lest euphoria overcome us, the article 
illustrates one of the two stamps. Under the heading 
“The rare #519 with RA initials” (presumably the 
‘AR” pattern – A221-44A) is clearly pictured the 
NCB perfin of the National City Bank. Oh well... 

 

Secretary’s Report 
Ken Rehfeld ((#3394) 

 
New Members: 
  
# 3802 Steven Blair 
 2645 W Sierra Srping Dr 
 Edmond, OK  73003-9072 
 Beginner, USA on cover 
 sblair15@cox.net 

WEB 
  
# 3803 Edward Skarren 
 203 Washington St 
 Camden, ME  04843-4401   
 Beginner, Luxembourg 
 Linn's 
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Closed Albums: 
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e-Mail change 
 
#LM46 Larry Owen 
 Nelta.Owen@Verizon.net 
 
Welcome Back: 
  
# 3594 Richard Drought 
 4513 Salem Bottom Rd 
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Membership                            588 
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