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Since the July – August Bulletin will be arriving about the same time as the Convention, this will probably be 
your one source for planning your trip – four pages of information included which should help get you there. 
Y’all get there and have fun! 

 
Library – Help Needed 

Doug Turner (#2549) 
 
The Postal Service has lost a shipment of library books.  If you can provide a copy to the library please notify me.  
Please contact me before sending a copy since I only need one copy. 
 
The missing items are: 

• AC-4 Australia’s Federal OS Perfins, 1913-1931, Ball & Bellknap 
• AC-6 Australian Official Perfins, Anderson 1987 
• HY-5 The Perfins of Hungary, B. Von Frank Semuler, 1989 
• KO-1 Perfins on Korean Stamps, Korean Philately, 1998 
• NZ-2 New Zealand Stamps with Perforated Initials, by Samuel, 1968 
• PO-2 Polish Catalog of Perfins, 1993 
• PR-1 Portugal & Provinces, 1998 
• RO-6 Catalog of Romanian Perfins, Laszlo Eros, 1996 

 
All of the library shipments are now being sent using tracking.  The librarian has also been informed by the Post 
Office that the special library rate only applies to mail being sent from one library to another library.  We can use 
the media mail rate, which costs a little more. 
 

Dues Due – See Secretary’s Report 

June 2004 
• Convention info 
• Black Harding  
  Prepers 
• US L164 – History  
  of a Rail Road/Way 
• US C157.5P –  
  Complete Pattern 
• A Strange Italian  
  Item 
• Review of US  
  Checklists 
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A Request for Input from Your Editor 
 
Ken Rehfeld, Club Secretary, shared with me a letter 
that he received from a member during the last 
annual membership renewal drive. In this letter, a 
relatively long-time member wrote:  

 
“1) Articles seem to be consistently written by a 
relatively small number of older and more 
highly experienced members. Which is, of 
course, perfectly natural and as it should be. 
However, the focus group of most writers seems 
to be other equally experienced members. I dare 
say that the majority of the 612 members are 
younger and far less knowledgeable than the 
writers. While I am not suggesting that the 
Bulletin be written at the 4th grade level like 
some publications, I am suggesting that writers 
consider the youth and experience of many 
members, and expand their articles to include 
more basic background info about the subject at 
hand... Such expanded writing might be boring 
for the handful of experienced Perfiners, but it 
surely would be immensely helpful for the rest 
of us young ‘uns. 
 
“2) I have been planning for months to suggest 
the republication of articles from bygone issues 
of the Bulletin or other sources; and lo and 
behold this is exactly what you did in the May 
[2003] issue. Again, not all of us were around in 
the early days of the Club, and much of the info 
may still be valid. If not, members could provide 
updates and corrections as necessary. 
 
3) I am likewise thrilled that you are actively 
requesting input from all members, recognizing 
that everyone, regardless of how experienced or 
inexperienced, has items of interest to the 
hobby...” 

 
This letter raises truly important issues. Look at the 
membership report in last September’s issue 
compared to last May’s issue if you don’t think so. 
While I recognize that the whole country is suffering 
from an economic downturn (maybe finally getting 
better – but who knows?), I still have to think that 
somehow (especially in the context of points #1 and 
#2) this Bulletin, our chief communications tool, 
may not be accomplishing what it needs to be doing. 

(In fairness to the current state of the Club – we are 
not alone. Recent articles in the philatelic press 
indicate an overall serious drop in readership in 
weekly and periodic philatelic literature.) 
 
Personally, I find the various articles detailing the 
cataloging of specialized materials to offer expert 
knowledge in a format which would appeal to and 
challenge intermediate and, hopefully, even 
beginning perfin collectors. Several recent articles 
tracking down the history behind the use of a perfin 
pattern also seem to be aimed at the history oriented 
(beginner, intermediate, and even expert) perfin 
collector. Bob Schwerdt’s articles about potential 
topical or thematic collections, the ongoing effort to 
publish a revenue perfins catalog, requests for input 
concerning the various checklists maintained and 
published by the Club, plus, plus, all seem to offer a 
wide variety of opportunities to the collector of 
perfins at any level.  
 
So, please help!! What do y’all want? (Ed note: 
Living in Georgia, I can use [abuse?] y’all.) The 
Perfins Bulletin is YOUR bulletin. It should reflect 
your interests. I need to know what has been 
successful and of interest – and what  is needed or 
missing.  
 
Please believe me when I say that this call for input 
is sincere. In my career, I write as a scientist and 
(unfortunately) more and more like a paralegal – 
necessarily brief, direct, and ‘expert’ (whatever that 
really is) level writing. I don’t even think about 
those realities anymore. But, that style may be 
affecting my editing.  
 
Have an idea of something you would like to see, 
but are not confident in your writing or your overall 
knowledge? Send ideas (well formed or simple 
questions), partial articles, piles of related stuff 
without an article written around the stuff, or 
anything else you have wondered about (preferably 
related to perfins!). I’ll either edit  it myself or farm 
it out to other members of the Club who share your 
interest and can supply the missing information.   
 

Please help the Bulletin (and me) – 
share your ideas!
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Bottoms Up! 
Larry Cohen (#3724) 

 
I am asking all members to look at their back-sides – 
that is the back sides of their perfinned stamps! 
 
Over the past year I have been asking everyone I 
could, to look at the face of their perfins to see if 
they have any 2¢ Black Hardings.  The results have 
been fantastic.  We have increased the number of 
reported (and verified) patterns from 497 in 1991-92 
to over 1300 at present! 
 
But we have only scratched the surface.  There is an 
entire mouthful of hen’s teeth out there just waiting 
to be discovered.  The only problem is that most of 
us put our perfin patterns in our albums or stock 
books with their back sides up so the pattern shows 
off better.  Unfortunately, after a while the image 
(the vignette) on the obverse (or face) becomes a 
distant memory. 
 
Here’s your chance to reintroduce yourself to some 

 old friends by clearing away the cobwebs and 
looking at each of your perfins for the first time in 
what might well be a long time. 
 
While you are going down memory lane (Note: 
While Bob Schwerdt lives in Poughkeepsie at 9 
Memory Lane, that’s not the one I want you to visit 
– unless you call him first!), I’d like to ask you to 
make note of any 2¢ Black Hardings you might 
come across and especially any “prepers” that rear 
their wonderful little striped faces.  
 
To date there are only two dozen, count ‘em - 24 – 
2¢ Black Harding precancelled perfins known.  This 
includes one from Saint Louis, MO that was just 
discovered in early May of this year.  Are there 
many more to be found or will 24 be the ultimate set 
of these hen’s teeth? 
 
Here are the ones we know about.   

 
STATE  TOWN  PERF  T&T TYPE PERFIN CAT NO LISTED USER 
 
AK Pine Bluff  10 L-2 TS  S-284 St. Louis Southwestern Rwy. Line 
CA San Francisco 11 L-3 E G72-26 General Electric Co. 
 San Francisco  11 L-3 E S80 Shreve & Co. 
GA Atlanta 11 L-4 E N124 Norris Co. 
MI Detroit 11 204 P55 Park Davis Co. 
 Detroit 11 204 S25 Standard Accident Ins. Co. 
 Grand Rapids 11 205 S195-33 Standard Oil Co. 
 Kalamazoo 11 204 U14 Upjohn Co. 
MN Minneapolis 11 205 M96 user unknown 
 Minneapolis 11 205 S81 Sharoot Co. 
MO Columbia 11 222 U41 University of Missouri 
 St. Louis 11 L-6 E N122 N. O. Nelson Co. 
NY Brooklyn 11 219 F8 E. L. Faber & Co. 
 Brooklyn 11 219 S273 S. Stemau & Co. 
 Long Is. City 11 207 S132 Smith Grey & Co. 
ND Grand Forks 11  462 I43.7B-16 International Harvester Co. 
 Minot 11 L-1 HS S195-21 Standard Oil Co. 
OH Cincinnati 11 205 B279 Baltimore & Ohio RR 
 Cleveland 11 225 J177 user unknown 
 Cleveland 11 225 M154 M. C. Lilley & Co. 
OR Portland 11 204 B103 Blumauer-Frank Drug Co. 
PA Philadelphia 11 205 Q5 Quaker Lace Co. 

 Philadelphia 11 205 U82-4 United Shoe Machinery Co. 
 Philadelphia 11 205 W72-2 Western Electric Co. 
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Please check and see what you have and let me 
know what you find.  We are offering a prize for the 
first new BH preper found, reported and verified (on 
a Black Harding....). 
 
The Black Hardings represent the rarest of all preper 
categories thus far reported.  No other issue has so 

few reported precancelled perfins.  But be careful 
when you’re looking for these little black beauties, 
they can come in both perf 10 and 11.  Perf 10 seems 
to be only about 5% of the overall count and only 
one preper has been reported, so far. 
 
So bottoms up! And have a great time, please. 

 

   
 

Front and back of the 3” bronze Warren G. Harding medal to be awarded by 
Larry for the largest submission of 2¢ black Harding perfin information (besides 
his own information). He is thinking that maybe it will be awarded at the 
Convention – so -- last chance to win the prize. Let Larry know what you have! 
(by e-mail – reb.cohen@adelphia.net or by mail – 72 Yeaton Rd., Plymouth, NH 
03264—3430 or at the Club website - http://www.perfins.com/us610.htm. 
 
 

           Club Member Ads 
 

Wanted: Perfinned Scott #859 Washington Irving, 
on or off cover, for exhibit. Contact: Gary Denis, P 
.O. Box 766, Patuxent River, MD 20670. 
 
For sale: 1979 Balough U.S. Perfins Catalog plus 
several years of follow-up information. Almost like 
new. Best offer plus $2.00 postage received by  

June 30, 2004.  Albert Spencer, 25585 Van Leuven, 
Apt. 256, Loma Linda, CA 92354. 
 
Wanted: U.S. Special Handling stamps perfinned 
SKF (U.S. pattern S-165) Wish highest possible 
quality for exhibits. Stellan Swenson, 
Odonbärsvägen 32, SE-293 41 OLOFSTRÖM, 
SWEDEN.

 
Advertisements are published without charge for members on a space-available basis. Members are entitled to one free ad 
per year. Additional ads will be accepted at the following rates: one insertion at $0.10 per word (do not count membership 
number and heading); three consecutive insertions of the same ad at $0.20 per word; six insertions of the same ad at 
$0.40per word. Paid ads relating to perfins are accepted from non-members. Non-member rates are $0.15 per word for a 
single insertion, 0.30 per word for three consecutive insertions, and $0.60 per word for six consecutive insertions of the same 
ad. Neither the Perfins Club nor the editor accepts responsibility for the validity of the advertisements. Payment for the ads 
should be made payable to ‘the Perfins Club’ and sent to the editor with the request for advertising space. 
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What’s in a User’s Name for Perfin L164 
Steve Grabowski (#3409) 

 
The verification of a perfin user is usually made 
by a cover with the return address of the user, as 
in the case of the perfin L164. However there 
are some complications with railroads due to the 
flux of the railroad business, mergers, 
acquisitions, bankruptcy, and the other financial 
manipulations of the ‘railroad barons’. The 

Louisiana & Arkansas Railway Co. is one of the 
many interesting user identifications. 
 
The confirmed user of perfin L164 is the 
Louisiana & Arkansas Railway Co. and it is the 
correct perfin design for the user (L&A). A 
good example of this verification is the cover 
strip shown below: 

 

 
 
The CDS shows the date as 1933 which is five 
years after the formation of the L&A Railway 
Co. Prior to this time it was the Louisiana & 
Arkansas Railroad.  The change from railroad 
to railway was a means to differentiate a 
reorganized company from the previous 
company; this was a common practice with 

railroads when they merged or when they 
reorganized after bankruptcy. The new railroad 
was a merger of the original L&A RR and the 
Louisiana Railway & Navigation Co. In 1930, 
LR&N was renamed the Louisiana Arkansas & 
Texas Railway Co and continued to operate as a 
separate entity. 

 

 
 
The above cover strip, dated 1935, shows dual 
use by the merged companies. It also shows that 
the LA&T operated independently, evidenced 
by need for the dual return address on the cover 
strip. This cover was probably sent by the 
LA&T using the L&A perfin. The Milwaukee, 
Wis. CDS shows that the LA&T probably had 
an agent in Milwaukee. 
 

In 1939, the Kansas City Southern, concerned 
about their system and the Louisville & 
Nashville’s expansion ambitions, decided to 
purchase the L&A to solidify their system in the 
mid-south. Despite the legal maneuvering, the 
L&A continued to operate independently until 
1992 when it was finally completely absorbed 
into the KCS system. The 1943 cover strip 
following is an example of the post-merger,  
independent operation of the L&A. 

 



 

The Perfins Bulletin – June 2004 – Page 98 

 
 
This cover strip is for the L&A, but if one 
carefully looks at the logo at the left, one can 
see both KCS and the L&A. The strip is franked 
with the L164 perfin. This has been a very 
interesting study for me, with a lot of 
enjoyment. 
 
On a personal note, the first two cover strips 
were provided by the late Chuck Spaulding, 

who was my mentor, critic, and advisor for the 
last 10 years. He piqued my curiosity by 
providing these and other similar strips to 
research. I will miss him and I’m sure the Perfin 
Club will as well. Since my source of interesting 
usages of railroad perfins is no longer available, 
can anyone fill in the gap. I would be appreciate 
any and all assistance. 

 
Spotted on Exhibit 

Stephen Tauber (#2949) 
 
At the Philatelic Show 2004 of the Northeastern 
Federation of Stamp Clubs (April 30 — May 2, 
2004) there were several interesting sightings: 
 
Among the youth exhibits there was a two-page 
display on U.S. commercial perfins.  This was 
presented by Crystal Haring and Andrea Atkins 
under the guidance of Robert Welt of the Fitch 
Middle School, 61 Fort Hill Road, Groton, CT 
06340. 
 
In a competitive exhibit by Howard Lee, entitled 
"Usage of the 7-Cent McKinley — U.S. 4th Bureau 
Issue", there was a cover from The Travelers, 100 
Main Street, Hartford, Conn. with three of the 7-cent 
McKinleys and one 10-cent Prexie, each perfinned 
'TRAV'. (This was probably pattern T81C, but 
without the U.S. perfins catalogue at hand for 
comparison, I cannot be sure.)  The cover was 
registered with the handstamp "Personal Delivery 
Requested".  (The modern equivalent would be 
"Restricted Delivery".) This cover had the mute 
cancellations usual for registered mail. The reverse 
was not illustrated, but there was a notation on the 
front by the letter carrier (when the piece was 
forwarded within Detroit) dated 3-7-42. 

And, in a competitive exhibit entitled "Chile 1900 
Surcharges" (5 centavos on 30 centavos rose 
carmine, Scott no. 50) there was an example of a 
forerunner that consisted of the same stamp perfined 
with a large '5' instead of being surcharged by 
overprinting. The exhibit stated that the perforator 
punched a row of 10 stamps at a time. 
 
I do not have a catalogue for Chile perfins, so do not 
know whether this has been recorded there. I should 
love to have a copy of this stamp for my collection 
of officially prepared perfins.  It is only the fourth 
type of officially prepared perfin (as opposed to 
commercial or vanity perfins) that I have seen which 
was NOT intended for use on official mail. [Editor’s 
Note: This pattern is not shown in the Chile section 
of Schwerdt’s catalog Perfins of the Americas, nor is 
it to be found listed in either Scott’s or Michel even 
as a footnote. So here’s something else to pursue.] 
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2004 Precancel Stamp Society / Perfin Club Convention 
 
The New England Precancel Club is finalizing plans 
for the 83rd Annual PSS Convention in Manchester, 
NH. The dates are Aug. 3- 7, 2004, with Early-Birds 
on the 2nd of August. The place is the Wayfarer Inn, 
River Road (US Route 3), Bedford, NH (the suburb 
on the west side of the Merrimack River, across 
from Manchester). This is the same location as the 
1990 and 1997 conventions, but it is no longer part 
of the Sheraton chain. 
 
Please make your room reservation directly with the 
Wayfarer Inn at 877-489-3658, or 603-622-3766, or 
by using the enclosed hotel reservation form. Ask 
for the PSS rate of $99 (single or double) available 
till July 2, 2004. On the reverse of this page you will 
find a map of how to find the Wayfarer. If you're 
flying to Manchester, the hotel provides a courtesy 
van; the airport is about 5 miles away. Manchester 
airport, has expanded recently, and offers many 
flights. All major airlines, except American, fly into 
Manchester. 
 
If you cannot attend for the entire week, here is a 
tentative schedule to help you decide which days are 
best to attend:  

� Tuesday - cocktail reception  
� Wednesday - convention photograph and 

first PSS business meeting  
� Thursday – Whale Watch Trip; Perfins Club 

business meeting (times - no conflict)  
� Friday - 2nd PSS business meeting and 

donation auction 
� Saturday - Lobster Buffet Banquet 

 

There might also be another excursion in there 
somewhere, as well as untold birthday cake 
celebrations, in the tradition of Pittsburgh! Once 
again The Perfins Club will be joining us, and they 
will have a business meeting Thursday. 
 
Most of the leading precancel dealers in the country 
will have tables at the convention, and you will find 
a greater array of precancels available than at any 
other event of the year. Trading tables will be 
available for collectors who want to sit with other 
collectors and trade stamps or trade information 
about precancels and perfins. This is where much of 
the enjoyment is! 
 
If you wish to donate to the club auction (proceeds 
to the host club), send your donations to Phil 
Cayford, Box 497, Dublin, NH 03444. If you wish to 
donate the traditional "Booster Bucks", they should 
be made payable to NEPC and sent to Phil. Any 
questions -Phil gets those, also!!  
 
Please use the enclosed registration form (note this 
does NOT go to Phil) for pre-registering and for 
signing up for the tour and the Banquet. This will 
avoid delay in getting into the action when you 
arrive. 

 
We are looking forward to 
another great Convention! 

 
 

Directions to 
 

THE WAYFARER INN 
121 South River Road 
Bedford, NI-l 03110 

(603-622-3766) 
 

from Boston 
(Approximately 1 hour) 

 
Take I-93 North toward Manchester. Bear left at fork 

onto I-293 (which also becomes 101 West). 
Stay on 101 West and take Route 3/Bedford Exit, 

staying straight at bottom of ramp. 
Bear left after entering the Macy's parking lot.  

from New York City 
(Approximately 5 hours) 

 
Take I-95 North to New Haven, CT. 
In New Haven, exit onto I-91 North. 
Follow I-91 North to Hartford, CT.  
Then exit onto I-84 East to Sturbridge, MA, and 
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the Massachusetts Turnpike (90). 
from New York (cont.) 

 
Take the Turnpike East 10 miles to Exit 10, Route 290. 
Take Route 290 East through Worcester, MA to Route 

495. 
Take Route 495 North to Route 3, the Everett 

Turnpike. 
In Lowell, MA take Route 3/Everett Turnpike, and 

travel North for 45 -50 minutes. 
Take 101 W. - Bedford exit,  
Take Route 3 Exit. 
Stay straight at bottom of ramp. 
Bear left after entering Macy's parking lot. 
 

from Maine 
(Approximately 2 hours from Portland, ME) 

 
Take I-95 South to Route 101 West. 
Travel approximately 50 minutes on 101 West. 
Take Route 3/Bedford Exit.  
Stay straight at bottom of ramp.  
Bear left after entering Macy's parking lot.  

 
from Burlington. VT and  

Points North 
(Approximately 3 1/2 hours) 

 
Take I-89 to I-93 South to Hooksett tollbooth. 

Take left fork and continue South on I-293 for 
approximately 10 minutes. 

Exit at Route 3/Bedford Exit 
Take immediate next exit (Route 3). 
Stay straight at bottom of ramp. 
Bear left after entering Macy's parking lot. 
 

from  Albany, NY and 
Brattleboro, VT 

 
Take Route 9 East to 101, Keene, NH.  
Follow Route 101 East approximately 40 miles. 
Take Route 3/Bedford Exit and turn left at end of 

ramp. 
Take a left at traffic light. 
Take right at next light into Macy's parking lot. 
Bear left to Wayfarer Inn. 
 

from Manchester, VT 
(Approximately 10 minutes) 

 
As you are leaving the airport complex, take a 

right onto Brown Avenue 
Turn left onto I-93/101 West 
Take Route 3/Bedford Exit. 
Stay straight at bottom of ramp into Macy's 

parking lot and bear left to Wayfarer Inn. 
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2004 PSS Convention 
 

Registration Form 
 

 
 
PSS Convention Registration ______ @$4.00 = $______ 

         ($5.00 at the door) 
 
 

Name(s) As Desired On Name Badge 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
 
 
Whale Watch Trip (Thurs. Aug. 5)  _____ @$25.00 = $______ 
 
Lobster Banquet (Sat. Aug. 7)  _____  @$36.00 = $______ 
 
Make Check Payable to New England Precancel Club  TOTAL = $______ 
 

All payments above are refundable if you have to cancel your trip at the last minute 
 

Please make your room reservations directly with the Convention Hotel 
 
 

Wayfarer Inn   --  (603)-622-3766 
Ask for the Precancel 

 Stamp Society rate of $99.00. 
 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH PAYMENT TO: 
 

DAVID SEARS 
P. 0. BOX 69 

DUNSTABLE, MA 01827 
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Marvin Mech Passes Away 
 

Bill Shields passed along some sad news. Marvin Mech, former Club Librarian,  passed away on April 29t, 2004. 
Our deepest sympathy to his wife Ann. 

 
C157.5 P : What Can It Be? 

Pat Callis (#2383) and Bob Schwerdt (505L) 
 
A note about U.S. perfin C157.5P in the 
Supplemental Information section of the U.S. perfins 
catalog indicates that the editor was informed that 
the perfin is a personal one. That the design is 
inverted and incomplete and that catalog information 
lacks name, date, and location, suggest more 
possibilities for this perfin. 
 

 
 
While Bob and I were swapping personals some 
time ago, we both sought C157.5P. I recalled that I 
had a similar, but complete pattern on a 1972 issue 
(Scott 1473). Sure enough, I overlaid the stamp and 
found a match. The complete pattern is CPB, not 
ChR.  
 

 
 
Then Bob remembered the back of his "C" perfin 
album where he keeps cancels and other oddball 
material. He found a photocopy of a 4¢ Lincoln 
(Scott A483) on small piece with Hoisington, Kans., 
Dec. 18, 1962 postmark (see photo). The complete 
pattern is not in the stamp, but in the envelope 
between the postmark and the stamp. We believe 
that this suggests some sort of philatelic favor, thus 
the personal use of the perfin. Incidentally, there is 

no listing of a Hoisington, Kans. in the Catalog of 
United States Perfins by Location. 
 

 
 
A call to librarian Doug Turner revealed no member 
with CPB initials in the 1958-1963 membership 
directories, though several collectors were living in 
other Kansas cities at the time. 
 
Since Bob's photocopy of the item in question had 
Jack Southern's name on the reverse, the assumption 
was that Jack had reported the personal nature of the 
perfin to the editor. Jack (now deceasd) was Perfins 
Club Treasurer some years ago. Bob knew that Jack 
had had perfin correspondence with some prison 
inmates, so Bob wrote to learn if any state or federal 
prisons were located near Hoisington that would 
have used that post office for their mailings. A reply 
from the Hoisington postmaster provided no 
information about nearby prisons nor perfin 
collectors. 
 
Our investigation into the matter of C157.5 P is at a 
dead end. Any member with C157.5P or the 
complete pattern CPB on cover or with a town post 
mark may be able to contribute additional 
information. We believe that this pattern is a scarce 
one, personal or otherwise. 
 
Now that the complete pattern is known, the catalog 
illustration and number will be changed accordingly. 



 

The Perfins Bulletin – June 2004 – Page 104 

Published Checklists/Studies of US Perfinned Stamps 
Paul Mistretta (LM-111) 

 
All of you are aware of Larry Cohen’s ongoing 
Black Harding cataloging effort, and Bob 
Schwerdt’s many lists including US Scott #E7, US 
Special Handling stamps, and lots of lists of foreign 
types. Based on a suggestion from Chris Carr (LM-
9), I have gone back and searched for checklists and 

specialized studies of perfins in US stamp series or 
specified issues or topics. The list below relies 
heavily on Rudy Roy’s superb Cumulative Index 
to...’ the Perfins Bulletin and its predecessors. In this 
list I have attempted to update that information. 
Shortly I will go back and list the ‘foreign’ lists. 

 
 

Description SC# Perfin Bulletin or other citation 
Columbians #230-245 2/01 - 22 

Series of 1902 #300-319 5/68 - 4; 1/73 - 11-13; 3/74 - 3-4; 10/76 - 6; 1/77 - 
8; 1/78- 5-7; 2/78 - 7; 5/78 - 5-6; 9/78 - 4-5; 10/78 
- 5; 6/83 - 66; 9/84 - 142; 3/85 - 40-43; 4/85 - 69-

70; 5/85 - 95-96; 6/85 - 103-107; 3/91 - 55-56; 
1/96 - 4 

1¢ green Washingtons 
of1908-1909 

#331, 343, 374 (Ty. 138) 7-8/90 - 153-154 (error in article lists these as 
#341,373,374 - 341 & 373 are not 1¢ greens) 

2¢ red Washingtons of 
1908-1909 

#332 & 375 (Ty.139) 9/80 - 9-10; 10/80 - 5-6; 4/93 - 76-78,83-87 

Alaska Yukon Issue #370-371 1/99 - 7 
 #505 12/61 - 4; 11/63 - 3; 5/68 - 4; 11-12/80 - 10; 11-

12/90 - 262 
$5 Head of "Freedom" #573 6/84 - 107; 11-12/84 - 183; 7-8/99 - 97 

Black Harding #610-613 5/91 - 103-104; 11-12/91 - 221-224; 9/92 - 183; 
3/95 - 44; 03 - 122,147-148,158 

"Molly Pitcher" & 
"Hawaii" overprints 

#646-648 2/00 - 32 

Kansas/Nebraska 
Overprints 

#658-679 3/82 - 25-26; 2/00 - 19,30-31; 5/00 - 77 

3¢ "Stuart" Washington #720-722 5/01 - 67,69-70 

13¢ Filmore #818 5/00 - 76; 9/00 - 126 
25¢ Douglas #1290 7-8/01 - 109 

Air mails C1 - C6 11-12/87 - 166; 3/88 - 57; 6/89 - 121; 3/95 - 44; 
10/97 - 163-164; 3/98 - 41 

Beacon Air Mail C11 5/92 - 109-110 
Special Delivery E7 1/04 – 9; 5/04 - 89 

Registration F1 5/68 - 4; 12/71-1/72 - 5; 11-12/74 - 170; 11-12/81 
- 125 

Parcel Post Q1-Q12 9/73 - 2; 3/75 - 3; 3/76 - 4; 7-8/91 - 152-154,156-
162 

Postage Due J 10/59 - 3; 10/73 - 7; 11-12/73 - 9; 9/87 - 64 
Special Handling QE1-QE4 10/03 - 140-141; 04/04 - 64-65 
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Published Checklists/Studies of US Perfinned Stamps 

(Cont.) 
Description SC# or Type Perfin Bulletin or other citation* 

"Alphabet" stamps A1124, A12067, A1332 &1333, A1496 
&1497, A1647, A1875, A2207-2210, 

A2531, and 'I' 

5/00 - 75; 3/01 - 37-38; 9/01 - 122 

Booklet Stamps --- 7/72 - 2; 9/72 - 5; 10/72 - 5-6 

Chemistry --- 6/92 - 130-133 

Christmas seals --- 11-12/03 - 172-173; 5/04 -82 
Coils --- 4/83 - 42; 3/84 - 38-39; 9/87 - 138; 2/01 - 

21 
Companies by City --- Adele Ottenheimer 1999 catalog 

EKU by state --- 2/00 - 49; 9/00 - 124; 9/01 - 127 
Offset Press Issues --- 5/75 - 3; 6-7/75 - 3; 11-12/75 - 13; 2/76 - 

8-10; 3/76 - 7; 10/76 - 7-8; 1/77 - 3-5 
Preppers --- 11-12/56 - 2; 5/89 - 114; 2/84 - 21; 4/84 - 

73; 1/63 - 2; 6/72 - 10; 12/71-1/72 - cklst 
publ; 9/72 - 9-10; 1/73 - 11-13; 4/91 - 93-

94; 6/92 - 137-138; 1991 Randall+ 
Catalog 

Railroad Perfins --- 1987 Catalog by Gray (avail. Club 
Catalog Sales); early research in Bulletin 

per Roy’s index 
Revenue perfins --- Lots + Roy index – 62; no checklists 

published to present - catalog in process 
Schermacks --- Roy PB Index - 64-65; despite extensive 

documentation on the hows and whys of 
Schermack perfins I have been unable to 
locate a checklist of issues on which the 

known patterns exist 
Tagged stamps --- 6/72 - 13-14 
Topical perfins --- 2/00 - 21 
Word perfins --- 12/70-1/71 - 9p.; 7-8/00 - 105,108-110 

1908 - 1909 -- use 
confirmed 

--- 7-8/98 - 124; 9/00 - 123 

   

* - Shorthand used for Perfins Bulletin citations is “Month(s)/Year – page(s)”. 
 
I was completely surprised by what I didn’t find for 
the Schermacks. I may have missed it -  but, while 
there is a tremendous amount of published 
information out there detailing the classification of 
patterns (backwards from other perfins), the process 
of creating the patterns, and the various patterns to 
be found in these stamps, nowhere did I find a 

census of patterns by Scott number. For all of the 
others in this table, lists exist – but many of these 
have not been updated in many years.  
 
So, is there interest in pursuing a Schermack census 
or in updating any of the other lists??
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Auction Watch 
 
Bill Shields (#2951) spotted the following on e-
Bay: 
 
Item number: 4164679295 -- mUSA 1902 $2 blue 
used with 'ACB LD' PERFIN Scott #312 
 Winning bid:  US $74.00 
 
Bill Shields  
 
Item number: 4163992603 -- ITALIAN PERFINS 
OVER 700 MIXED ON STOCK SHEETS . 
Description: APPOX 700 ITALIAN PERFINS ON 
STOCK SHEETS AS RECEIVED BY US GOOD 
LOT FOR SORTING  Winning bid:  GBP 63.00 
-- Approximately  US $112.48  
 
Item number: 4166106223 -- Perfin Block of 8 
Scott# 573 $5.00 Value.  Winning bid:  US $26.60  
 
Item number: 4161286050  -- Board of Trade 
collection of perfins Description: Rare collection of 
Board of Trade perfins including errors such as 
incomplete 'T' and inverted overprint. Difficult to 

 find collections like this fully written up on album 
leaf. Winning bid:  GBP 51.01  Approximately  US 
$91.07  
 
Chris Rueger (#1834) spotted the following in 
Nutmeg auctions 
 
Baby sale # 20 – Lot # 10288:  (U.S.)515(2),525, 
Boston MA NOV 17 1920 Oval Reg pmks tie Three 
stamps, all w/ FRB perfins on Federal Reserve Bank 
Boston MA Bag Tag mailed to Bristol CT at the 
Fourth Class Insured Rate, Parcel Post, total postage 
on this tag is $0.41, Reg Fee was Ten cents, Five 
cents for First lb and One cent each additional lb 
means bag probably weighed 26lbs, VF 
 
Auction #81—Lot #389:  (Brazil)  SP/BLK
 190var Just Fine-Fine, NH, L of Pane 
Blk/50 Ovpt Violet serifed "SPECIMEN" and 
punched, large part top mgn seps, a few others, 
possible hinging top mgn one spot, Pane # 
backwards "1" and S/L Violet date stamp "FEB 13 
1908," Great Multiple (Mi #177) 
 

A Very Strange Item at Auction  --  Help Please 
Paul Mistretta (LM-111)  based on an item spotted by Rudy Roy (#1124) 

 
Rudy wrote: “I saw this item for sale at eBay and 
thought that you might be interested. I can't see a 
perfin, but if there is one this may be the highest 
price asked for a single perfins item I have ever 
seen.”  Item number: 416811 – (Short description) 
RARA FRANCALETTERA CON 20C SENZA 
PERFIN. (Fuller Description)  FRANCALETTERA 
AFFRANCATA CON 20C ARANCIO SENZA 
PERFIN (RARISSIMO USO SU QUESTO TIPO DI 
SPEDIZIONE) IN OTTIMO STATO DI 
CONSERVAZIONE VIAGGIATA NEL 1892 DA 
POMARANCE A PALAIA (PISA). Starting bid: 
EUR 1,950.00; Approximately  US $2,321.38. 
 
So, my interest piqued, I grabbed my Italian 
dictionary. OOPS! First word doesn’t appear with a 
translation – but then things picked up. A very basic 
transliteration of the fuller description follows: 
“Posted letter? franked with a 20c orange, without 
perfin (very rare usage on this type of mailing) in an 

excellent state of preservation, traveling during 1892 
from Pomerance to Palaia (Pisa).”  
 
So what at first glance appeared to be a very high 
priced perfin item is actually being advertised as a 
very rare usage of a “...without perfin...: (‘...senze 
perfin)...”) stamp. So, what gives??? The illustration 
shows what appears to be an advertising letter which 
was folded and contained a letter on a separate piece 
of paper. But, I stress the ‘...appears....” part of the 
previous sentence. In reality, I am extrapolating 
(fancy word for guessing) the explanation from 
other forms of advertising letters.  
 
My questions (all help appreciated) include:  

• What is a ‘francalettera’? 
• Were these items regularly franked with 

perfinned stamps? 
• Are not-perfinned versions really as  rare as 

the reserve bid would indicate? 
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Secretary’s Report 
Ken Rehfeld (#3394) 

 
New Members: 
  
# 3771 Steven Hawley 

506 McKinley Dr 
Bowling Green  OH  43402-1533 
Beginner: W/W 
Linn's 

  
# 3772 Jewell "Susie" Nutter 

PO Box 1106 
McDonough  GA  30253-1106 
lnutter755@aol.com 
Beginner: U.S. 
Web 

  
# 3773 Patrick Ferree 

6521 Fairlawn Dr 
McLean  VA  22101-5236 
Beginner: U.S. / GB 
APS 

  
# 3774 Keith Lichtman 

37 Indale Ave 
Staten Island  NY  10309-3969 
klichtman@si.rr.com 
Beginner: U.S. 
Web 

  
# 3775 Edwin Upton 

16501 El Mirage # 785  
Surprise AZ 85374-3700 

Advanced: WW 
fasteddieu@aol.com 
Linns 

  
Welcome Back: 
  
# 2361 Dick Novak 

PO Box 5332 
Walnut Creek, CA  94596-1332 

  
Address Changes: 
  
# 3713 Abraham Cohen 

PO Box 421 
Loch Sheldrake  NY  12759-0421 

  
# 1822 Garvin Lohman 

445 Grafton Ave 
San Francisco CA  94112-2235 

  
# 2742 Bonnie Denn 

9745 SW 130th Ave 
Beaverton  OR  97008-7723 

 
Closed Album 
 
#2431 Marvin Mech 
  
Membership                            603 

 
 
 

Dues Are Due 
by 

June 30, 2004 
 

Fees US Canada Foreign 
Annual Dues US$15 US$18 US$25 

First Class Mail (additional) US$5 US$7 US$10 
Non-member Subscription US$20 US$23 US$28 
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PRESIDENT 
Robert H. Szymanski 

10 Clarridge Circle 
Milford, MA 01757 

508-478-7303 
perfinman@comcast.net 

 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Rudy J. Roy 

P.O. Box 5367 
Virginia Beach, VA 23471-0367 

757-499-5234 
RRoyperfin@aol.com 

 
 

SECRETARY 
Ken B. Rehfeld 
P.O. Box 125 

Greenacres, WA 99016-0125 
509-924-6375 (after 6:00 pm 

PST) 
krehfeld@inwhealth.net 

 
TREASURER 
Steve Endicott 
P.O. Box 2434  

San Anselmo, CA 94979-2434 
perfin@juno.com 

 
AUCTION CHAIRMAN 

Bruce Brunell 

LIBRARIAN 
Doug Turner 

P.O. Box3069 
Ventura, CA 93006-3069 

805-339-9575 
dturner@west.net 

 
SUNSHINE CHAIRPERSON 

Sylvia Maniscalco 
30980 Loma Linda Rd. 

Temecula, CA 92592-6026 
 (909) 699-3451 

maisonmini@adelphia.net 
 

PERFINS SALES MGR. 
Robert T. Combs 

P.O. Box 220 
Tome, NM 87060-0220 

505-866-0949 
trainman@abq.com 

 
COVER SALES MGR. 

Millard J. Driscoll 
301 Driver Avenue 

Summerville, SC29483-2961 
843-875-0847 

mdriscoll@sc.rr.com 
 

PUBLICATION SALES MGR. 
David Lightle 

10616 Cielo Vista del  Norte NW 
Corrales, NM 87048 
perfinpaul@msn.com

U.S.. CATALOG CHAIRMAN 
Patrick E. Callis 

44 Maple Lk. 
Bridgeport, WV 26330-9572 

304-848-0156 
pcallis@copper.net 

 
 FOREIGN CATALOG 

CHAIRMAN 
John M. Randall 

2540 Carquinez Avenue 
El Cerrrito, CA94530-1548 

jv.randall@comcast.net 
 

U.S. REVENUE CATALOG 
CHAIRMAN 

Vacant 
 
 
 
 

COUNSELLORS-AT-LARGE 
Doug Turner 

See... ‘Librarian’ for details 
 

Ed Linn  
1211 Arroyo Grande Dr. 

Sacramento, CA 95864-2831 
linn@winfirst.com 

 
Gary G. Hendren 
12737 Glenage  

Maryland Heights, MO 63043-2811 
               425 Gobbi, #98

Ukiah, CA 95482-5553 
bbrunell@adelphia.net 

Submit Bulletin articles, news, or advertisements to: 
Paul A. Mistretta 

4148 Commodore Dr., Atlanta, GA 30341-1533 
678-547-9344 aft. 6pm (EST)   pamistretta@comcast.net
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