
 

New Auction Chairman 
Bruce Brunell  

 
Bruce Brunell has accepted appointment as the new 
Auction Chairperson. Bruce now has all materials 
for auction so any questions concerning material 
consigned are to be addressed to Bruce and all future 
material is to be sent to Bruce (address on last page). 
The single exception here is business dealing with 
Auction 88 (which closed on April 30)- this will be 
finalized by Rudy. 
 

Thanks Rudy!! 
 
Without fanfare or previous announcement (as far as 
I can tell) Rudy Roy assumed ‘interim’ management 
of the Perfins Club auction. Joe Colburne had 
requested a replacement and Rudy stepped forward. 
Rudy’s first auction as interim chairman was 
Auction #62 announced in the February 1997 
Bulletin. And now after describing and managing 
only 27 auctions over the last six years as ‘interim’ 
Auction Chairman we have a replacement (see 
above.) Along with redefining the word interim, 
Rudy has provided invaluable service to the Club. 
Thanks Rudy!! 
 

Hallock Card Award  
 
The Hallock Card Award Committee for this year 
consists of Bob Schwerdt, John Randall and Ed 
Linn, Chairman. We would like to solicit the 
members for any nominations of deserving members 
they know to be a receiver of the Hallock Card 
Award. 
 

See the Secretary’s Report 
 
Ken Rehfeld has a great idea on how to save the 
Club some money – see the secretary’s report! 

At-Large-Board Members 
 
Names and addresses of At-Large-Board members 
have been added to the information on the last page 
of the Bulletin. These Club members are available as 
intermediaries to pass any and all business matters to 
the full Board for consideration. Thanks to Doug 
Turner, Ed Linn and Rev John Griswold for stepping 
up to fill these positions. 

 

Ongoing Solicitation for 
Nominations 

 
There have been notes over the past couple of 
months requesting volunteers or nominations for the 
positions of At-Large-Board members (we will have 
a vacancy to fill at the Convention), and for the first 
ever Floyd Walker Award for writers/researchers 
(see January 2003 Bulletin). We are still entertaining 
nominations for these and (announced above) for the 
Hallock Card Award. Contact Bob Szymanski 
(address on back) or any Club officer with your 
nominations. 
 

Convention Set in 
Pittsburgh 

 
As noted in the March Bulletin – the Perfins Club 
will meet in Pittsburgh from August 5 - 9. As for the 
past several years this meet will be in conjunction 
with the Precancel Society’s annual convention. The 
Convention will be held at the Central Holiday Inn 
in Greentree, Pennsylvania (just outside of 
Pittsburgh.)  
 
No further information is yet available in the 
Precancel Forum (April p.128 – “More details to 
follow”). Based on the Holiday Inn website and a 
phone call, the Pittsburgh Central401 Holliday Dr., 
is the place. Phone 412-922-8100 for reservations. 
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A Standard Oil Company Prepper 
John Lyding (#LM-116) 

 
One of the things that I have noted in previous 
articles is that my spouse has been pinging on me to 
do something about "that mess in the garage." I have 
been trying for several reasons, but mostly because 
we have been seriously considering moving into a 
smaller place. Most of "that mess" is an 
accumulation of stamps, covers, perfins, precancels, 
perforators, etc. When faced with eating an elephant, 
I understand the methodology is to take one bite at a 
time.  
 
My method, such as it is, is to go to the garage, root 
around until I find a box or envelope that looks 
interesting, bring it into the house and work on it 
until it is empty .My latest experience was a small 
envelope with about a hundred Standard Oil 
Company perfins. The first thing I noted was that the 
new (1998) version of the catalog lists 82 varieties 
of the Standard Oil Company perfin while the 
previous version listed only 71. Unfortunately, the 
new catalog doesn't just add 11 new varieties. It 
incorporates a number of changes made between 
catalogs and deletes some errors. Thus, I was 
required to redo all of my album pages for the 
Standard Oil perfin.  
 

While working on these SOs, I noted one difference 
between one of my stamps and its catalog listing. 
This article, a copy of which has been forwarded to 
Richard Learn (the U.S. catalog editor) for his 
opinion and possible action, points out the 
difference. If you can validate this apparent new 
precancel perfin, or have noted any other 
differences, please inform the catalog editor. 
 

 
 
The new precanceled perfin is illustrated; St. Louis 
precancel on face, perfin pattern S195-16 in stamp. 
In the Catalog of United States Perfins this perfin 
pattern is listed as a being used in Saint Louis; 
however, precancel usage is not noted. I suggest that 
catalog editor consider making the necessary 
corrections to the catalog. 

 

 
A Northern Trust Update 

Ian Longley (#3382) 
 

In the July/August 2002 edition of the bulletin at 
page 90 Joe Laura queried whether Northern Trust 
was located at the corner of Second Avenue and 
Fifteenth Street. The company for whom I work use 
Northern Trust as it's Global Custodian and I 
understand that the building shown is Northern 
Trusts Head Office at South LaSalle in Chicago 
where they have been since 1904. Apparently the 
building remains almost identical subject to a much 
more crowded skyline around it. As yet Northern 
Trust has not been able to shed any light on why the 
perfin would be ‘2..15’.  
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Motorcycles and Perfins 
Cully Granger (#3712) 

 
 
The Aurora Machine and Tool Company started as a 
machine shop in 1886, They made forgings for the 
then booming bicycle business, many bicycle shops 
set up brazed there own frames, fenders, tanks and 
paint but had to buy the front and rear hubs, nipples, 
spokes handlebars etc.  
 
Around 1899 Oscar Hedstrom (champion high top 
racer) made his first motorcycle. It was a tandem 
motorcycle used to pace bicycle racers the front 
person steered while the rear would keep motor in 
proper adjustment. Many people think the motor was 
a French built de Dion Bouton (French perfin D. B.) 
 

 
France D.B. 8 

De Dion Buton, Poteaux, Seine 
Used 1907-1937 

 
In 1901 Hedstrom joined with George Hendee and 
formed Indian Moto Cycle Company. One of the 
new prototype Indians was sent to Aurora to be 
studied. The two companies struck a deal. Aurora 
agreed to make the engine casings and parts and was 
allowed to sell motors to other companies as long as 
a royalty was paid to Indian, but could not build a 
Moto Cycle to compete with Indian. 
 
In 1903 Aurora founded Thor Moto Cycle and 
Bicycle Company and produced a parts catalog 
showing all parts needed to assemble a complete 
"motorcycle" (note different wording). In 1903 there 
were several motorcycle companies that sprang up 
making motorcycles identical to the Indian 1902 and 
the Thor 1903. It was said that by 1905 half the 
motorcycles at the trade show where Thor clones: 
Thor-bred, Standard, Flying Merkle, Apache, 
Raycycle, Manson. And later Sears and Torpedo 
were added to the list.  
 
In 1906 Indian Moto Cycle company opened their 
own foundry and in 1907 Thor announced their own 

dealerships with completed machines, thus ending 
any ties between Indian and Thor.  
 

 
 

Pattern T-55 
Aurora Automatic Machinery Co., Chicago, IL 

Used 1908-1938 
 
In 1912 they came out with a 2-speed transmission 
that was offered on the Henderson. In 1913 they 
offered a 1000cc and a 1200cc motor. By 1915 
Harley, Indian and Excelsior offered a 3-speed 
transmission. All Thor had to offer was a redesigned 
2-speed; although very rugged it left a lot to be 
desired. By 1916 Thor made its last design changes, 
a 3-speed transmission and a conventional clutch. 
Although they assembled a few bikes up until 1918 
(some say even as late as 1920) out of spare parts, 
their last motors were built in 1916, officially ending 
production.  
 
A couple other bikes that had Thor parts, besides the 
ones mentioned above were the Cyclone (used Thor 
frame and forks), the Henderson (Thor’s 2-speed 
tranny), and the Harley Davidson (from 1911 to 
1914 used Thor hubs).  
 
Thor did have a lot of success with their racing team 
from 1908 to 1912. Unfortunately, Bill Ottoway left 
Thor to go to Harley Davidson’s race team and led 
them from obscurity in 1911 to American champions 
in 1916. But that is another story.  

 
Pattern M168 

American Motor Co., Brocton, Mass. 
On issuers of 1902-1908 

 
From the early 1900's to the ‘20s there were close to 
200 motorcycle companies in the USA. The only 
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other motorcycle-related perfin from the USA of 
which I am aware, is M168 ‘MM’ from the 
American Motor Company of Brockton Mass., 
which is very high on my want list! 
 
Any and all info or input is appreciated. Look for 
more articles about my passion, motorcycles, and 
stamps in upcoming issues.  
 

Editor’s Note:  Cully Granger’ address and e-
mail can be found on p. 5 of this year’s PB in the 
Secretary’s Report. He is among our newest 
members and is already researching and writing for 
the Bulletin! HINT to the rest of our members – the 
Bulletin is a hungry beast! Please help feed it with 
your knowledge.) 

 
A New Out-of-Country German Perfin? 

Bob Schwerdt (#505L) 
 

German perfinned stamps are sometimes found with 
postmarks of towns and cities of other countries. The 
reason for some is conquest and occupation. German 
occupation of Austria is an example. Occupation 
occurred from 1938 to 1945. Figure 1 shows a Wien 
(Vienna) cancel on a German stamp canceled 6-IX-
40. 
 
Figure 2 shows a Danzig postmark on a German 
stamp postmarked 1-11-13. Danzig has a history of 
varied occupying powers through the centuries - till 
1919 when it became a free state. Poland, Russia, 
Germany and Prussia controlled it from time to time. 
However, in 1913 it was probably under Prussia’s 
control. And Prussia at that time was part of the 
German Empire: hence the use of German stamps. 
 

 
Fig.1            Fig. 2             Fig. 3 

Undoubtedly, other examples of out-of-country 
cancels can be cited for German perfins. I should 
like to report an unusual (or perhaps accidental) one.  
 
As I was examining a desktop of German perfins, I 
noticed an odd-shaped postmark (Fig. 3). Close 
examination revealed a Lisboa Central (Lisbon, 
Portugal) cancel with the date 7-10-33. I realize that 
Germany was involved in the Spanish Civil War of 
1936-1939, but I have no knowledge of any 
Germany/Portugal connection in 1933. The perfin is 
PK/J (ARGE Catalog 2.PKJ,1) and is one commonly 
found in the 1930-1941 period with Berlin 
postmarks. 
 
This note is not intended to review the complete out-
of-country German postmark situation, but simply to 
report a new and unusual postmark on a German 
perfinned stamp. It would, however, be nice to know 
if this stamp has any political significance or if it is 
just an accidental usage. Regardless, I count it as a 
welcome addition to my collection of German 
perfins.

 

 
Spotted Elsewhere 

Harvey Tilles (LM-7)
 
Harvey sent in a note on perfins spotted in the 
Gibbons Stamp Monthly for April 2003. The note, 
though brief, does reflect the reality that the stamps 
which were once considered throw-aways are now 
recognized collectables in their own right. They also 
portray the economic reality of this area of 

collecting; while some examples command premium 
prices (they cite specifically the Chinese Large 
Dragon stamps perfinned ‘NCH’ and also ‘proving 
covers) most are still considered to be a price-
reducing defect by collectors of un-perfinned 
stamps.  This was good exposure for our hobby.  
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Post Canceled Precancels 
By Louis E Repeta (#1481) 

 
The practice of precanceling postage stamps was 
started by the independent firm Hale & Company in 
1844. Early precanceling was-informally condoned 
by the Post Office Department. 
 
Initially, no set standard for the manner or type of 
precancel overprint was prescribed. Therefore, 
examples of early classic precancels range from 
simple horizontal or vertical bars and lines (silent 
precancels} to unusual and fancy designs that 
incorporated the city of origin.  
 
This wide range of designs may have prompted the 
Third Assistant Postmaster General, Edwin C. 
Madden, to issue a postal regulation in late May 
1903 that required the precancel overprint to contain 
the name of the issuing city and state between two 
parallel lines. This configuration became known as 
the basic style.  
 
Just what are precancels? Precanceled postage 
stamps can be defined as stamps that have been 
canceled, overprinted, prior to actual use in advance 
of mailing with an authorized device made 
specifically for that purpose. This piece of mail, 
received from a permit holder, does not require 
further cancellation, which facilitates the handling of 
mail. Most stamps are precanceled before being 
affixed to mail matter. There are legitimate instances 
when stamps have been precanceled after they have 
been affixed to mail matter but prior to mailing. For 
example, the Glen Allen, Virginia star frequently 
ties the stamp to the cover . 
 

 

There are two situations that require precanceled 
stamps to be post-canceled: 

(1) mail that was to be returned as undeliverable, 
and 
(2) first-class mail matter. 

 

Page 21 of the September 1924 Supplement to the 
Postal Guide carried a reminder to postmasters that 
"precanceled stamps affixed to return to sender or 
remailed materia1 must be defaced". The returning 
post office was to cancel the precancels to prevent 
reuse by the original sender and afford proper 
protection of postal revenue. Examples of this 
practice are noted when a precancel of one post 
office bears a post-cancellation of another office. 
Most of these returned pieces of mail were used to 
update mailing lists and were then destroyed. 
 
The use of precancels on first-class mail was 
originally authorized by the Third Assistant 
Postmaster, General W. Irving Glover. These 
regulations were published in the Postal Bulletin 
(No.13540) for Thursday, August 7, 1924. The type 
of application to be made for this special privilege 
and the necessary mailer's postmark were outlined. 
The user was to provide a dated post-canceling 
device similar in design to an official postmark and 
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apply it to the precanceled stamps. Much latitude 
was allowed in tile design of this canceler Most 
often the private mailers' postmark will have a 
double date stamp dial with or without the permit 

number and some type of bar killer. Examples exist 
struck with black, blue, green and red ink. A variety 
of private mailers' postmarks are shown on piece in 
Figure I above and on cover in Figure 2, to the left.

 
 

Portland, Maine Perfinned Postcard on e-Bay 
Vince McDermott (#1787) 

 
Bob Szymanski notified me about a postcard which 
appeared on eBay in February.  It bears the RT 
perfin of the Royal Typewriter Co (R134). It is 
postmarked Jan 8, 1910 in Portland, ME, and 
documents a previously undocumented location in 
Maine. 
 
The e-Bay description is presented below. 
 

WOW! 1910 Maine Royal Typewriter  
ad Perfin pc 

 
Fantastic 1910 Portland, Maine advertising 
postcard for the Royal Typewriter Co. 
branch office in Portland, Maine. Card 
shows a horse-drawn wagon filled with 
boxes of Royal Typewriters. A sign shows a 
picture of the typewriter priced at $65.00. 
The name "Blackwell" is on the wagon 
above the front wheel. Card is franked with 
a 1ct Franklin stamp with "RT" perfin. "RT" 
for Royal Typewriter. This postcard wins 
the Triple Crown because the third feature 
of the card is also quite interesting. The 
message is very unusual and thought-
provoking. M.E.L. wrote "I saw Post-Office 
this morning. He was on the car and I was 
on the sidewalk. He rubbered and took off 
his hat so of course I had to speak to him." 
This amazing postcard has a great subject, 

better stamp usage and unusual message. 
Some light wear to edges and corners that 
really does not detract from the beauty of 
this card. 

 
The message on the postcard is quite interesting. The 
writer saw ‘Post-Office’ on the car, which probably 
means the writer saw someone who worked in the 
post office on the streetcar.  Post-Office "rubbered" 
and took of his hat.  The term rubberneck was in use 
at the time, and ‘to rubber’ was rubberneck used as a 
verb. Once Post-Office spotted the writer and took 
off his hat, the writer felt an obligation to speak to 
him. 
 

 
 

 
Editor’s Note:  Vince reports that he didn’t bid on this lot (despite the Maine connection). The e-Bay history on 
this lot suggests a fairly lively bidding, with 10 bids driving the price from a first bid of $9.99 to the selling price 
of $26.04, more than he was willing to pay for this item. Oh, by the way, does anyone else read this note the way I 
do (maybe influenced by having two teenaged daughters still around the house)? Was “MEL’ a young woman 
writing her girl friend about a brief meeting with ‘Post Office’, a man about whom she is at least curious?? And if 
my guess is right – is this then and rather  unofficial use of the post card and perfin? Regardless, it is a great 
postcard/perfin use clearly suggesting use by a Royal Typewriter office that is previously unreported. 
 

pualmistretta
Stamp
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Louisiana Documentary 
Law Stamps Cut Out 

Designs 
Chuck Spaulding (#2355) 

 
The Rev-Perfs project has been discovering a lot of 
cut out (punch) designs in revenue stamps. Most of 
them have been found in the stamps used by 
stockbrokers. So far, we have documented about 400 
different designs and we plan to include them in the 
final catalog. They will be included with the cut out 
letter and number designs in a separate catalog 
section. 
 
With the help of Club members and members of the 
State Revenue Society we have been able to 
document an interesting series of cut out designs that 
are only found in Louisiana documentary law 
stamps. The state issued the stamps in 1880 and 
discontinued them in 1897. They issued seven 
documentary stamps in different colors in 
denominations from five cents to five dollars with 
portraits of Louisiana Governor Wiltz on the cent 
values and Chief Justice Bennudez on the dollar 
values. Many state revenue collectors place a high 
value on a complete collection of these stamps. 
 

 
 
The stamps were mainly used in the Orleans Parish 
in Louisiana that was a complex of state 
governmental offices. I've found these stamps on 
mortgages, deeds and court documents. To date, we 
have discovered thirty-three different perf designs in 
these stamps. It seems that all the important people 
who worked in the Louisiana Orleans Parish 
governmental courts and offices had their own 
perforator. All the examples of these cut outs that we 
have seen only had one design type in each stamp. 

  
 
Jack Brandt (LMI4) submitted the only example of 
two different designs in the same stamp. This is a 
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rare perf. There must have been two different 
lawyers working on the same legal problem. 
 

 
 
If you have copies of these stamps please check 
them for cut out designs that we haven't shown. 
Designs 16, 17 and 18 were found in an e-Bay 
auction and we need exact copies of them. A 

complete collection of these cut out designs should 
be a nice addition to ones collection of perfs. 
 
While looking for these cut out designs please check 
the cut out designs you have in other stamp types. 
They are common in early state and federal stock 
transfer stamps. They are also found in early 
documentary and other stamp types. We even found 
one in a cigarette tax stamp. Study the stamp faces 
for indications of the users of the perfs. The 
cancellations on the stamp faces can sometimes 
reveal a lot of valuable data. Please send me copies 
of what you discover and we will include the new 
designs in the final catalog with a credit for your 
help. My address is on the back cover. 

 

C&P of Washington, D.C. 
Bill Moore (#3011) 

 
In the 1978 Catalog of US Perfins I came across 
pattern C&P (C405) identified only as from 
Washington, D.C. My sister worked for them – the 
Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Company – in 
the early 1930s. This company became part of Bell 
Telephone of Washington DC. Enclosed are some 
papers which show the location of this company as 
Washington DC. I do not have a stamp on cover, but 
the address is clear.  
 
[Editors Note: I have not reproduced the 
letterhead included with this letter since we do not 

currently have a “provisionally identified” category 
for anecdotal information such as this. The address 
on the letterhead [930 H Street, N.W.; Washington, 
D.C.20001] and the period of usage reported in the 
current U.S. catalog [1926-1938] are clearly 
consistent with Bill’s memory. With memories of 
the 1930s becoming fewer all the time I feel that the 
Bulletin is the appropriate place for these anecdotal 
reports. They clearly form the basis for future 
research. Often, when we know where to look we 
find what has been there all along waiting to be 
found. So, lets find that C&P cover!!] 

 

Member’s Ads 
 
Wanted: Canada on cover: OCE3, OCE4, OAE7, 
OAE9 and any non-OHMS special delivery perfins. 
Bruce Nesbitt (#3699), 76 John St., Ottawa, ON, 
K1M 1N4 Canada or nesbit3@attglobal.net. 
 
Wanted:  Canal Zone perfins – any and all. Please 
send availability and price wanted to John Chase 
(#3667), 1E East Desert Sky Rd. #24, Tuscon, AZ  

85737 or e-mail john-panama-chase@msn.com. 
 
I am willing to swap perfins! All countries except 
USA and GB. I have many duplicates of any 
country. Please contact me: Jaap Manssen, Laan der 
VN 31, 3844AD Harderwijk, The Netherlands. e-
mail: jaapmanssen@hotmail.com 
 

 
Advertisements are published without charge for members on a space-available basis. Members are entitled to one free ad per 
year. Additional ads will be accepted at the following rates: one insertion at 10¢ per word (do not count membership number and 
heading); three consecutive insertions of the same ad at 20¢ per word; six insertions of the same ad at 40¢ per word. Paid ads 
relating to perfins are accepted from non-members. Non-member rates are 15¢ per word for a single insertion, 30¢ per word for 
three consecutive insertions, and 60¢ per word for six consecutive insertions of the same ad. Neither the Perfins Club nor the 
editor accepts responsibility for the validity of the advertisements. Payment for the ads should be made payable to ‘The Perfins 
Club’ and sent to the editor with the request for insertion.  
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Editor’s note:   The following article was among the materials I received from Myra Walker when I took over 
editing the Bulletin about a year ago. It accompanied a note from Dave Ribble (#). The article reproduced below 
was first published in October 1952 in the now defunct S.P.A. Journal (pages 65-69). When I first saw the article I 
didn’t know if I would have a use for it. Two things have conspired to make me resurrect this item and use it here. 
First – I didn’t have nearly enough new material to fill this month’s Bulletin. And, second, - a note from Rudy 
Roy (#) and a counterpoint response from Chuck Spaulding (#) caused me to see a little of how far we have come 
since the early ‘50s but also the fact that we still have an underlying problem with our collective vocabulary; one 
with which I have wrestled since resuming editing the PB. So, to start off, please enjoy a fifty plus year old article 
on perfins; one not to be found in the PB itself. Then, in a companion piece, I will introduce a subject which I 
hope will stimulate a lively discussion. 

 
Perfins: Pleasure Island of Philately 

By Jo Ro Jung, Jr. 
 

Do you have a sideline stamp collection? Is it 
precancels, meters, covers? Supposedly all of us 
have, or will have someday, so let me tell you of a 
sideliner that is especially interesting and appealing 
to the person imbued with an inquisitive and 
adventurous nature. It concerns the collecting of 
perfins: stamps which have punched initials or 
designs. Perfins, by definition, are PERForated 
INitial stamps. 
 
To the very straight-laced collector these perforated 
stamps are regarded as junk; a waste product of the 
hobby-unless of course said collector is in need of a 
certain stamp to fill that blank space in his album, 
then automatically a perfin is of use to him. So, all 
of you pessimists, lend an ear; we've got news for 
you -- a collection of perforated stamps is loaded 
with history and adventure. It's only fair, however, to 
point out to profiteers that perfins are collected for 
the pure enjoyment received. They have little 
monetary value, but are measured instead by the fun 
and satisfaction you will obtain from such a unique 
collection. 
 
The history of perforated stamps began in England 
during the year 1868, only 28 years after the first 
postage stamp was issued. As time passed, many 
other countries sanctioned their use, even for official 
purposes. Finally, in 1908, the U. S. added an 
amendment to The Postal Laws and Regulations 
permitting the alteration of postage stamps while yet 
in mint condition. Today, stamps of no less than 90 
nations may be had in perforated condition and at 
1east one country, Paraguay, has issued a postal duty 
stamp in perforated condition only (Scott #37). 

Canada, to the U. S. collector, is undoubtedly the 
most popular foreign country represented via 
perfins. Great Britain, although identification is 
unusually difficult, is probably second choice. The 
British perf collectors call their perfins SPIFS: 
Stamps Perforated with the Initials of Firms. 
 
The perforating of postage stamps, either in the form 
of letters, numbers, symbols, etc., was instituted as a 
means of identification in order to aid and restrict 
their use by the purchaser and to insure against theft. 
The perforating is done by each firm or individual 
with their own personal perforating machine. The 
only legal specification to be adhered to is that each 
punctured hole shall not exceed 1/32 inch in 
diameter and that the whole area occupied by the 
identifying device shall not exceed a 1/2 inch square; 
the holes must be at least 1/32 inch apart and so 
arranged as not to weaken the paper. 
 
All designs for private markings are prepared by the 
perforator manufacturer following the recommend- 
ations and suggestions of the customer. Where 
possible, trademarks or special letters are adapted for 
the design. Each design is sold by the perforator 
manufacturer under agreement that it will positively 
not be duplicated except on order from the original 
owner. This insures a positive reference file of 
machine serial numbers and enables the 
manufacturer to tell at once by what machine, and its 
owner, any stamp has been punctured. 
 
Discussion regarding the number of perfins in 
existence is useless; the number being almost 
inconceivable. Here in the U. S. alone there is 
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evidence of at least 5,000 distinctive designs and 
initials. Railroads, governments, banks, and several 
individuals are typical users. However, despite the 
numerous U. S. designs which have been issued by 
the perforating machine manufacturers, there is no 
perfin that has a duplicate type. This is consistent 
even with the larger business houses who employ an 
extra perf system to identify their home office 
design from that of branches in other cities. 
Accepted procedure in this example is to employ one 
or more extra holes, or "position dots," which are 
located at a specific point in relationship to the 
original design or letter. The most common users of 
the "extra perf" system are American Radiator, B. F. 
Goodrich, General Electric, International Harvester 
and New York Life Insurance Co. 
 

 
 
The first perforating machine in this country was 
made in 1887, 21 years before the perforating of U. 
S. postage stamps was permitted. It was placed on 
the market by the Cummings Perforator Company of 
Chicago and New York and was used almost 
exclusively as a canceling device for business forms 
and documents. With the advent of the postal decree 
of 1908, the perforators automatically became the 
logical choice for perforating postage  stamps. The 
machines looked very much like an early letter 
press, except that the hand wheel has been replaced 
by a lever arrangement. Connected to this lever 
through a cam arrangement, is a rigid steel bar which 
holds a number (5 or 10) of male dies; these male 
dies, having inserted steel pins which form the 
design or lettering to be reproduced, do the actual 
work of perforating the stamps. Directly below the 
male die is located the female die consisting of a 
hardened steel plate in which a duplication of the 
design is drilled; the centers of the holes, 
corresponding exactly with the centers of the pins of 
the male die. A system of guides assures the die of 
moving in a vertical plane thereby eliminating the 
possibility of breaking off any pins on the male die 
by striking the female die plate. There is in addition 
a mechanical device which aids centering the stamps 

as they move forward one row at a time. The larger 
machines have a table wide enough to accommodate 
a standard sheet of stamps and will perforate 20 to 
40 stamps per stroke, through 2 to 4 sheets. 
 
Basically there are three types of perfin collectors, 
although "Perfinners" collect them in any manner 
found most desirab1e. The punches may be collected 
as TYPES-which consists of collecting any one 
stamp of any issue or denomination having a 
different initial or design; at the most only one or 
two of each "type" is required. ISSUES-these are 
most popular with the beginner. Here one attempts 
to get as many face-different stamps of one type 
with the same punched symbols. The size of this sort 
of collection is governed by the number of different 
types chosen and is much more attractive to the eye 
than one consisting of types only. STRIPS-or partial 
covers. Unquestionably this form of collecting is 
very interesting and reliable since the user of the 
perforated stamp can usually be immediately 
identified by the return address. If one chooses, the 
entire cover may be made collectable. Attention to 
perimeter perforations can be considered but are 
ignored by most collectors. Watermarks, color 
differences, and other minor face varieties are 
disregarded. 
 
In addition to these three basic collections there are 
practically unlimited opportunities awaiting the 
topical fan. Such fields as railroads, colleges, banks, 
and insurance companies are very attractive. The 
searcher will also find much to ponder over when 
one considers that perfins have written a definite 
chapter in the postal history of our country. The 
progress and expansion of our rail system is 
evidenced via perfins. There are perfin collectors in 
this country who can produce perforated stamped 
covers of smaller railroads which have long ago 
been incorporated while weaving the great rail 
network that links our country. Yes sir, if you are 
inquisitive, perfins will take you back to the “long 
ago." 
 
Identifying perfins is in itself an adventure. Three 
simple factors satisfactorily describe just about every 
perforated stamp in existence: 1). The letters or the 
geometrical design itself. 2) The configuration of the 
letters or designs is next considered and checked 
against a code symbol. For example, H-are letters in 
one horizontal line; 2H-two horizontal lines; D-
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letters arranged diagonally; A-letters forming an arc; 
M-a monogram, and so forth. 3) The final step gives 
the height of the various types in millimeters; such 
measurements being made from the center of the 
topmost hole to the center of the bottom-most. It 
may be wise to mention along with identification the 
collecting of "minor varieties." Such varieties 
include stamps which have been carelessly 
perforated in a position other than normal. These  
 

 
 
include inverts, invert obverts, sidewise up and 
down, inverted diagonal up and down, etc., and far 
into the night. 
 
Such varieties are prolific when one considers that 
there is a perforating machine which can perf sheet 
stamps which have been folded in six layers. Facing 
the issues squarely, don't collect the "minor 
varieties" unless you can remain alive on one meal 
per day and sleep one hour out of twenty-four. 
You’ll soon find it impossible to continue such a 
collection and sooner or later you’ll be forced to 
limit yourself to collecting the stamp having the perf 
in the normal position thereby placing the remaining 
ones among your duplicates. If you must hunt down 
the oddities go after the "illegals" - those perforated 
types that do not exactly meet the specifications as 
set forth by the post office department.  
 
Perfin collecting is one of the few almost virgin 
fields wherein it is possible to build an imposing 
collection at a minimum of expense. Your collector 
acquaintances should be glad to trade or give you the 
stamps which they regard as useless and would 
otherwise discard. Dealers and accumulators are 

usually happy to dispose of these punches for a few 
cent per hundred, Cheap mixtures are also an 
excellent source of supply. It is also worthy of note 
that this field of specialization is almost unknown so 
far as exploration is concerned. Research in this 
branch of stamp collecting is actually wide open. 
 
Since 1908, of all the postal stamps issued by the U. 
S., the Official, Postage Due, and newspaper 
adhesives are the only ones that cannot be found in 
legally perfed condition. The Schermack type III 
stamps themselves are a complete and challenging 
field of endeavor. Se-tenant perfin varieties are also 
much sought after. The most widely known of these 
varieties is that of the National Bank of the 
Republic, of Chicago. Its perforating machine was 
constructed so as to place a different letter on each 
of the ten stamps in the sheet's horizontal row; i.e. 
NBREPUBLIC. The NBR letters are higher than the 
others in the row. Other se-tenant items occur as 
"mirror images"; these being caused by folding the 
sheet of stamps before perforating. Here pairs may 
be found showing the design in the normal position 
on one stamp but inverted on the adjoining one. 
Such items, although of little significance, do 
represent an interesting album page. 
Occasionally a stamp is found that has been punched 
by more than one company. At the present time at 
least two examples are known. Such items are 
absolutely fascinating despite the fact that all too 
little is known about them; certainly it is reasonable 
to assume there are others as yet undiscovered.  
 
About now you are wondering just how the stamps 
are mounted and just what style album is best. Well, 
there are as many ways of mounting as there are 
collectors. Most use blank album pages, except for 
the strip collectors who usually employ a scrap book 
or filing box. In nearly all cases, the usual mounting 
is accomplished by the old reliable hinge. For single 
stamps some prefer to mount their perfins face down 
on black paper in order to show the perforations. 
Others mount the stamp face up and illustrate the 
design nearby together with its identification. Still 
others exhibit two copies, one face up and the other 
down, again with a dark background to set off the 
design. It is understandable, therefore, to state that 
mounting possibilities are limitless, and a well 
planned collection is truly a beautiful sight. 
Naturally your pages should run A, B, C, etc. 
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Designs and numerals are usually mounted after the 
letter Z. 
 
Perfins never fail to attract attention in a stamp 
exhibit. More than one exhibit of perfins has 
received a high award in a stamp show. And if you 
care for an outstanding exhibit collection, be on the 
look-out for the "finds." If you have access to the 
February 12, 1951 issue of Linn's Weekly check me 
on the illustrated short note, "U. S. Freak," which 
was discovered in far off Sweden. It is a "paper-
fold" variety of the old regular U. S. 1917-19 issue; 
five cent blue which Scott lists as #504. This "find"  

is strictly a perfin bearing the initial "NPB." A quick 
reference check reveals that this freak was 
perforated and most surely used by the National Park 
Bank of Brooklyn, New York. It is reasonable to 
assume that it was certainly a non-collector of 
perfins who allowed this stamp to slip past him, 
probably ending up in a mixture which turned up in 
a far distant land. So, give it some thought friend; 
these perforated stamps will provide adventure for 
the most ardent stamp collector-and the greatest 
incentive for starting such a collection is provided by 
the fact that you have a veritable "'pleasure chest" 
already in your possession: your duplicate stamps. 

 
“Perfins” - Then and Now 

Paul Mistretta (LM-111) 
 

Having read the previous article, a half-century old 
article by a then-active Club member, it is 
interesting to note where we have made vast 
progress in our efforts to understand our hobby.  
 
Some significant progress is noted. Comparing 
today’s knowledge to that reflected in the article 
clearly suggests that we have come light-years from 
the ‘50s in our cataloging efforts, both in the US and 
abroad. And so, apparently, have prices for the less 
common perfin patterns. The number of identified 
patterns for the US has increased 120 percent to the 
range of 6,000 identified patterns. And we know a 
bit more about US patterns with branch office holes 
than we did then. The fourth edition of the Canadian 
catalog produced by Johnson and Thomasson 
produced in 1985 has made collecting the perfins 
from that country significantly easier for novices and 
veterans alike. And, the recent British cataloging 
efforts have somewhat eased the “ identification is 
unusually difficult” problem identified in Jo’s 
article. 
 
But some things seem very similar. The basic syntax 
of pattern description we use now has been refined 
from that shown in the article, but the five pattern 
orientations shown are still in use (with several 
others) in the current US Catalog. The face-
up/face/down question still is a collector decision, 
one made by each collector for him or herself. The 
decision to collect issues or types is still a real 
collector choice. And specialty collections of perfins 

reflecting specific types of business (insurance 
companies, railroads, universities, etc.), perfins on 
stamps reflecting types of service (air mail, parcel 
post, official, etc.) and even by city in which the 
pattern originated (often the collector’s home city) 
still abound. 
 
And one more similarity needs to be discussed. Back 
then – and now – we have a measure of confusion in 
our terminology.  
 
Before I go any further with this article I 
need to include a disclaimer. Nothing 
written here is intended as criticism of our 
possible past language nor of anyone who 
has, in the past, used what might now be 
considered imprecise language.  
 
My speculation began with a note from Rudy Roy in 
which he Rudy’s stated: 
 

I am concerned that we are allowing our 
predilection to abbreviate everything to 
cause the terminology that has evolved for 
perfins philately to become inaccurate and 
incorrect. 
 
Specifically, I am referring to the use of the 
abbreviated word "perfs" to in-any-way 
refer to perfins (which, as we all know, is a 
derivitive word from PERForated INSignia 
or INitialS). 
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Referring to perfins in any manner as 'perfs' 
is not only inaccurate but wrong. While we 
can tolerate such use by general, non-perfins 
collectors, we should never allow it to be 
used in any of our writings or publications. 
 
My Webster's New Collegiate defines 
perforate as: "to make a line of holes in to 
facilitate separation"; and defines 
perforations as: "one of the series of holes 
between rows of postage stamps in a sheet 
that serve as an aid in separation". Through 
usage over the years collectors have 
shortened the word to 'perfs'. Nowhere in the 
above definitions do I see anything that 
could be related to perfins. 
 
Over the years we have come to equate the 
use of the word 'perfins' with stamps - 
postage, revenue, and other postal paper 
(stationery, e.g.), and when using the word 
knowledgeable collectors understand what 
item(s) is referred. The word has also come 
to mean the practice of perforating insignia, 
initials, etc. into postage stamps as a security 
method. 
 
The use of the word 'perfs' among 
knowledgeable collectors has come to mean 
only one thing - the perforations made to 
facilitate the separation of the stamps from a 
sheet, as defined above. We refer to a stamp 
as "perf xx", we measure the "perfs", etc. 
 
I strongly recommend that the club adopt a 
policy that when reference is made to any 
perfins that that word alone is used in the 
description. 

 
I agree with Rudy’s basic premise that we may be 
confusing things unnecessarily by our restrictive use 
of “perfin”. However, the problem is not a new one. 
Those of you who read Jo’s article (above) realize 
that he used perforation is so many ways that unless 
you were paying close attention you could lose his 
thought! (‘perforating’, ‘perforated stamps’ [used for 
perfins not for perf vs. imperf stamps], ‘extra perf 
system’, etc.). I will, however, get Jo and all those of 
us who have used “perforation” to describe perfins 
off the definition hook.  
 

My Webster’s unabridged defines “Perforation, n. 1. 
perforating or  being perforated. 2. a hole or any 
series of holes punched or drilled, as between 
postage stamps on a sheet.” The second definition 
clearly allows any hole (singular) to be referred to as 
a perforation. Thus perfins may be legitimately 
referred to as perforations. So we’re off that hook. 
But the basic dilemma remains. 
 
In his response to Rudy (solicited by Rudy), Chuck 
Spaulding writes the following: 
 

I completely agree with just about 
everything you stated. I would like to call 
ALL the perforated designs that I've been 
finding in revenue stamps - perfins. This 
will include the large beer designs to the 
very small cut out designs. Most foreign 
catalogs call any perforated design a perfin 
and just about everyone I deal with calls 
them perfins especially those who are not 
into U. S perfins. I would like the catalog 
I'm working on to be called the Catalog of 
United States Revenue Perfins, but I can't 
because of the Clubs strict definition of what 
is a United States perfin. (i.e. must be in 
postage, limited to a maximum size & pin 
size, security criteria, and can not have an 
adjustable date, etc.) 
 
I don't like calling them Perfs or Rev-Perfs 
but Perforated Revenue Designs or 
something similar is just too long. It's like 
calling perfins – Perforated Initials or 
Designs or something similar. Incidentally I 
haven't found perfins in any dictionary. I 
understand your concern about the use of 
perfs in the world of stamp collecting BUT a 
LOT of English words have multiple 
meanings. Please suggest some word that I 
can use! How about perreins or perevins? 

 
Stated better than I could, the problem is relatively 
simple. The restrictive use of the word ‘perfins’ by 
our Club is out of synch with the rest of the world of 
perfins collectors.  
 
While I am unaware of any written policy of the 
Club’s restricting the use of the use of ‘perfin’ in US 
stamps to patterns, or stamps with patterns, that fit 
the legal mandate found in the US Postal Service’s 
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book of rules (the Domestic Mail Manual). I am also 
fully aware that it has been an unwritten policy of 
most writers and editors (myself included) to the 
present.  
 
I believe that John Randall, in the current U. S. 
catalog, has gone a long way to simplifying our 
route to a terminology consistent with the rest of the 
world. By including the ‘I’ designation for illegal 
perfins in postage stamps, John has (in my opinion) 
cleared the way for the Club to expand the use of the 
word perfin in both our thinking and our literature. 
By defining patterns in postage stamps as legal or 
illegal, John has allowed us to divorce our use of 
“perfin” from the Postal Service’s legal definition to 
which we have historically tied ourselves. 

While Chuck asked for a new word – and even 
suggested a couple clearly with tongue in cheek, I 
would like to commend him for showing great 
restraint in simply using “Rev-perfs” for all of the 
myriad varieties of security perforations, canceling 
devices (with or without dates), punches and you-
name-it which he is attempting to describe in US 
federal, and state revenues. The possibilities for new 
acronyms boggle the mind! Consider FEBEDACAs 
(FEderal BEer DAted CAncels), FESTSEPERFs 
(FEderal Stock Transfer SEcurity PERForations), or 
how about STARCAPs (STAte Revenue CAncel 
Punches).  
 
Or – we could simply get in step with the worldwide 
hobby and call all of them, let’s see, how about 
‘PERFINS’. 

 

Whatizzit #6 
 
?: A twelve shilling stamp, possibly British or 
Australian, is inscribed "Building and Civil 
Engineering Holiday Scheme" and shows two 
wrenches and passengers loading into the rear end of 
a transport plane. Initials on the plane seem to be V 
G. Punch holes obscure the rest of the markings on 
the plane. Perhaps some collector of British perfins 
can explain the SA/McA perfin?  

 

Some  More Danish 
Jack Schmidt (#997) 

 
In the March 2003 issue of the Perfins Bulletin, 
there was an article by Bob Schwerdt, "Have 
Another Danish, Please". He showed 19 different 
postmarks (towns) on Engelbrecht's H4. I went 

through my collection and found 9 more: Bogø By, 
By Ø..., Fredericia, Korsø, Sjellands Ødde, Vedbæk, 
Øster Marie, Visborg, and ...slamsbiers.

 
 

Question From a Member 
Jon Fishback (#3675) 

 
I submitted the attached scan to the catalog editor 
and he recommended that I send it to you, as the 
Schermack perfin appears to be on an imperf issue 
stamp. Anyone who knows about Schermack coils, 
have you ever seen this? (11917 NW 13th Ave., 
Vancouver, WA 98685 or jpf1@aol.com) 
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Secretary’s Report 
Ken Rehfeld 

 
I would like to take this opportunity and invite you to renew your membership in THE PERFINS CLUB.  My 
goal this year is to have all member dues paid by June 30th.  Sending in you payment now will help accomplish 
my goal.  This would insure that there is no interruption of service for the Bulletin.  The dues payable by June 
30th are as follows: 
 

U.S. dues $15        CANADA dues $18     all other FOREIGN dues $25 
 
Last year the Club announced that LIFE MEMBERSHIPS are now available.  If you become a life member, you 
will not be bothered for dues again. They are tiered by age and are as follows: 
  

54 years of age or less    =    $375 for U.S.    $450 for CANADA    $625 for FOREIGN 
55 through 69 years        =    $300 for U.S.    $360 for CANADA    $500 for FOREIGN 
70 years +                     =    $225 for U.S.    $270 for CANADA    $375 for FOREIGN. 

  
As Club Secretary, I have received donations above the dues payment and from Life Members.  I wish to THANK 
YOU for making those donations.  The recent bylaw changes have created classifications for those of you who 
wish to make a donation to the club.  A CONTRIBUTING member is an active member who donates $5 to the 
club.  A SUSTAINING member is an active member who donates $15.  Contributing and Sustaining members 
will be recognized in the November / December issue of THE PERFINS BULLETIN.  If you do NOT wish to be 
recognized, please indicate so when you send in your donation. 
  
The Perfins Bulletin is mailed "Bulk Rate Printed Matter".  If you want the Bulletin mailed via 1st class postage, 
please pay the following annual postage fee:  U.S. + $5    CANADA + $7 and FOREIGN + $10.  Any and all 
payments must be made in U.S. dollars, with checks and money orders drawn on U.S. banks. 
 
PLEASE SEND ALL PAYMENTS TO ME, THE CLUB SECRETARY, KEN REHFELD.  MY ADDRESS IS 
ON THE BACK OF THE BULLETIN.  I also keep and maintain the mailing labels.  Please check to see if yours 
is correct.  If not, email me, write me or call me.  I print the labels on the 20th of each month for the next month 
bulletin.  All changes, etc., received after the 20th will not be reflected until the month after.  THANK YOU. 
 
New Members: 
  
#3721 Michael Boivin, Sr 

6201 Goodman Rd 
Laurel  MD  20707-2607 
mikeb98159@aol.com 
Web Page 
Beginner, U.S. 

  
#3722 David Coath 

4 Fleming Crt 
Research 3095 
Victoria 
AUSTRALIA 
davidcoath@onthe.net.au 
Recommended by Dave Lightle 
w/w 

Resigned: 
  
 #3091 Kenneth Forbes 
  
Address Changes: 
 
#2383 Patrcik Callis 

44 Maple Lk 
Bridgeport  WV  26330-9572 

  
# 766 David Bize (Estate Advisory Committee) 

18226 Gardenview Dr 
Sun City West  AZ  85375-5300 

 
New e-mail Address: 
#3389 Dennis Ewell     dennis.ewell@netzero.net 
#3126 Dick Malkin       remnat@rcn.com  
 
Membership              612 
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