
 
 
 

 
Club Stuff 

 
Remember to bid in  Club Auction #88  
which closes April 30, 2003 See February Bulletin 
for the description of lots. 
 
Richard Learn has assumed the responsibilities of 
US Catalog Editor (see September 2002 front 
page). Submit any new US perfin information to him 
(address also on back page). 
 
Bob Szymanski is soliciting nominations to 
fil l the slots of At-Large Members of 
the Club’s Executive Board . Nominations 
should be submitted to Bob (address on back page). 
 
Remember to make your nominations for 
the first  Floyd Walker Award  for original 
writing published in the Perfins Bulletin. 

Nominations should be sent or e-mailed to the Editor  
(address on back page). 
 
Nominations for recipient of this 
year’s  Hallock Card Award  should be 
forwarded to Ed Linn – immediate past recipient. 
This award is given annually to a Club member in 
recognition of outstanding service to the Club and to 
perfins philately.  
 
It is time to elect a full term Club Treasurer. Steve 
Endicott has graciously (and highly effectively) 
filled the term of Bill Gersch, unfortunately vacated 
by Bill’s death. Nominations for the 
position of Club Treasurer  should be sent 
or e-mailed to Bob Szymanski (address on back 
page).

 

 
Convention to be in Pittsburgh 

 
The Perfins Club will again join the Precancel 
Stamp Society in their annual convention. The Ohio 
Precancel Club will host this year’s event August 5th 
through August 9th at the Pittsburgh Central Holiday 
Inn, Greentree, Pennsylvania. (Greentree is a small 
suburb just west of downtown Pittsburgh.) 
 
Gary Hendren (last year’s Convention Chairman is 
this year’s Bourse chairman. If interested in 
procuring a table, contact Gary at 12737 Gleneagle, 
Maryland Heights, MO 63043 or by phone at 314-
576-5261.  

As at past conventions there will be an auction with 
commission helping to defray costs. Also, as in the 
past, donated lots are welcome. 
 
The American Philatelic Society’s convention is 
being held in Columbus, Ohio the same week as our 
convention, and, if there is sufficient interest a bus 
will be chartered (cost prorated to participants) for a 
day trip to that convention. For further information 
on either the bus trip or the auction, contact Bob 
Bruhn (Robert F. Bruhn, Jr.), 3435 Cornwall Drive 
NW, Canton, OH 44708. 
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Club Members Continue Rev-Perfs Project 

Chuck Spaulding (#2355) 
 

Ed Linn (LM57) and Peter Bonsen (#3166) have 
discovered two new perfin designs in U.S. 
documentary revenue stamps that are also found in 
U.S. postage stamps that are listed in the Catalog of 
US Perfins. You can add patterns J109 and A270-15 
to the listing that was published in the April 2002 
Bulletin. These entries will read ‘c A270-15 (D) A’ 
and ‘c J109 (E) A’. so far, members have added 
seventeen new designs to this listing. Ed Linn 
borrowed the Rev-Perfs worksheets from the Club 
Library and checked them against his collections and 
discovered scarce patterns and a lot of valuable new 
data on stamp types and usage dates. Peter Bonsen is 
examining his collections and has been sending new 
patterns in state revenue stamps and bank checks. 
Currently, he is working on the perfs found in beer 
stamps. 
 
Duane Edwards (#3652), Stephen Tauber, (#2549), 
Dave Ribble (#3290), Bert Grollman (#1018) and 
Art Mongan (#3443) have been checking out their 
cigar boxes and collections of tobacco stamps. The 
result of these efforts is new designs and the 
identification of many of the companies that used 
the perf patterns. Art has also been reporting new 
perfs in other stamp types and is helping with the 
structuring of the final catalog. 
 
It seems that every day I receive a package from a 
Club member with new perf designs or other 
information. Recently I received new perf data from 
Art Lifshin (#1549), Bob Schwerdt (LM505), Jack 

Brandt (LM14), Ken Preuss (#3548), and Kurt 
Ottenheimer (LM86).  
 
Jack is always checking for new perfs with his 
Canadian sources and sending the new finds to me. 
Ken has been going through his vast accumulation 
of NY State stock transfer stamps and has 
discovered a large number of cut out (punch) 
designs. He has studied the cancellations in the 
stamps and has discovered the users of many of 
these designs. Kurt has been keeping a close check 
on e-Bay auctions and has been reporting new perfs 
found in beer stamps. He has been doing extensive 
research on the users of these beer stamp perfs. He 
keeps a history of these users and has compiled them 
into a ‘Beer Log” which is currently about 200 pages  
and keeps getting larger. As of this writing, 
members have discovered about 1,300 beer stamp 
rev-perfs. We estimate that the final number of these 
patterns will be between 2,000 and 3,000. With the 
help of Club members we hope to find them all. 
 
Although the response to this effort from Club 
members has been very good, we can always use 
more help! Please check for perfs in your revenue 
stamps and documents. There is no limitation on the 
size of the pattern: they can be as small as a cut out 
(punch) pattern or as big as it can be. And they don’t 
have to be in stamps as long as they are U.S. 
perforations. You may be the next one to find a rare 
Rev-Perf. 

 
 

Questions from Members 
 
Lee Bastien (#3165) writes: Has anyone in the 
Perfins Club attempted a census of perfins on cover 
for the US or any other country? Contact Lee at PO 
Box 417, Sheridan, CA 95681-0417. [Ed. Note- see 
PB 55(7):99; 2001  for initiation of this prooject for 
the US – not sure what became of this effort.; 
Richard is now the US Catalog Editor.] 
 

Burl C. Henry (#3345) writes: I am curious about 
South African Pattern J-8, which is a 2-line perfin 
having JWJ above JHB.  The pattern is listed as 
belonging to J. W. Jager & Co.  What, then, do the 
letters JHB refer to?  Could they be the initials of the 
same firm in Afrikaans? Write Henry at 4 Shamrock 
Circle, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603-2021 or e-mail him 
at HENRYSatSHAMROCK@aol.com. 
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The Mystery Box - Part III 
Early Perfin Research 

Bob Szymanski (#) 
 
After gazing so long at so many covers and strips, I 
decided to put those to the side for a while to look at 
some other items that had caught my eye. 
 
This lot contained four perfinned covers all 
addressed to Forrest Swisher. Each cover had a letter 
to Captain Swisher dated between March and April 
1946. There was also a fifth letter (without cover) 
loose in the box. These were from The National 
Shawmut Bank of Boston (Figs. 2 & 5), General 
Cable Corporation (Fig. 6), Weed & Company (Fig. 
1), Peoples Natural Gas (Fig. 4) and Aetna Life 
Insurance Company (Fig. 7). These letters identify, 
in varying degrees, each writer's company usage of 
its perforator. Some indicate on what mail the 
perfinned stamps were used. Some indicate on what 
denomination stamps the perforator was used. Some 
even indicated to what other companies, the 
company sent mail! Can you imagine, in this day 
and age, writing to any company and trying to 
successfully solicit a customer mailing list? These 
letters sent in answer, make interesting reading. 
Should some of them not be shown or readable, 
please send me a self-addressed stamped envelope 
and I will make copies for you to keep and read for 
your enjoyment. 
 

 
Figure 1: Weed & Co. (stamp with pattern W76) 
cover included a “Do not make envelopes for:” list. 
 
There was a sixth letter from Western Newspaper 
Union (Fig. 3), in which the recipient sent Captain 
Swisher back his own letter with written answers. 
 
As you can see by this letter, Captain Swisher gets 
right to the point stating that he is a collector of 
"perfins" and he goes on to ask the questions, 

answers to which, many of us would like to know! I 
give Captain Swisher a tremendous amount of credit 
for his ingenuity. How many letters he sent or 
answers he received will probably never be known; 
but at least these have survived for posterity. 
 
One of the first thoughts that crossed my mind was 
that here was someone collecting perfins around the 
time I was born! I wondered what kind of a perfin 
collection he possessed? Was this material possibly 
his collection? A possible answer will be theorized 
in the next and last part of this series! 
 

 
Figure 2: Enclosure from The National Shawmut 
Bank response (Fig. 5) showing 10 die head N145A. 
 
I was able to find in some of the earliest Perfin 
Bulletins that a Forrest Swisher was a Perfins Club 
member but the trail was too old and documentation 
lacking to ascertain the exact years of his active 
membership. Might anyone have any knowledge of 
this gentleman? (see footnote) 
 
Another thought crossed my mind. Here I had four 
covers mailed from perfin users with envelopes and 
letters, all mailed to a Perfins Club member! I recall 
seeing only two other such covers that were not 
"personal" perfins, one from Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute (V23) and one from Zion Church Designers 
and Builders (Z1.2) both addressed to Sylvia Gersch 
and both sold in the last Gersch-Walker-Pearson 
Auction. Does anyone else have any non-personal 
perfin covers correctly used and addressed to any 
members or former members? 
 
Footnote: The lack of material documenting our 
Club’s history was noted some years back by Dick 
Mewhinney at the time he was compiling the history  
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of the first years of our Club, "A History of the 
Perfins Club", that chronicles, as well as possible, 
the years up to 1970. When I spoke with Dick 
concerning his research project, he lamented that the 
lack of hard copy documentation from many sources 
made his a laborious project, much dependent upon 

oral history of then living members. If you ever 
come across any documentation from our early 
officers, please contact Doug Turner, our Librarian. 
We would love to have that type of information! For 
some interesting reading, for a copy of "A History of 
the Perfins Club", also contact our Librarian! 

 

 
Figure 3: Response from the Western Union Newspapers on Forrest Swisher’s letter 
requesting information about pattern .W142 or W143. 



 

 The Perfins Bulletin – March 2003  – Page 37 

 
Figure 4: Response from the Peoples Natural Gas 
Company concerning use of pattern P153. 
 

 
Figure 5: Response from the National Shawmut 
Bank concerning the use of pattern N145A (see Fig. 
2). 

 
Figure 6: General Cable Corp. use of  G51. 
 

 
Figure 7: Aetna Life Insurance Co. response about 
perfin use. “All” stamps should include patterns 
A94, A95, A102 through A103A. 
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More on Simionescu and Ossege 
Vince McDermott (#1787) 

 
For those of you waiting breathlessly for the next 
installment of the Simionescu saga—here it is.  
 
I just obtained three covers pertaining to this tale in 
the recent Club auction. While I still can’t make any 
definite conclusions, there are some interesting clues 
here. The first thing you will note is that I now 
include Walter Ossege as a main character.  
 
The illustrated cover is from someone using the S&F 
perfin from Cincinnati to Washington C.H.(Court 
House; both in Ohio) in January 1912. Washington 
Court House is midway between Cincinnati and 
Columbus. There is no return address, but the 
handwriting is quite similar to the handwriting on 
the cover illustrated in the Nov/Dec 2002 Bulletin 
article by Michael Padwee and Joe Laura’s note 
from May 2002. So, it appears that the earliest use of 
the S&F perfin, both ‘authorized’ and 
‘unauthorized’, was by Walter Ossege or someone 
known to him, in 1912-1913. 
 

 
 
The other two covers in the lot are similar to those 
illustrated in the Jul/August and Nov/Dec 2002 
issues of the Bulletin, one showing one spelling [of 
Simionescu], the other showing the second. The 
latter cover is from 1919 and features the spelling 
without the ‘e’. I still have trouble believing that 
someone would send out SASEs with his name 
spelled wrong. 
 

There were seals on the back flaps of these two 
covers (both broken) similar to that on Michael’s 
cover (N/D 2002). One is a red seal with “FROM 
MARS... MENS GO...”. The other is a partial 
address “...C.J. Ungs... ...nburg”. 
 
My feeling (right now) is that Walter Ossege had 
more to do with the S&F perfin in the early days 
(1912-1917). Then, perhaps, Arthur Simionescu 
obtained the device around 1918 (see Jacob Kisner’s 
article [Jan/Feb 2002]). 
 
Does anyone have any covers FROM Mr. 
Simionescu? Does anyone have any covers from the 
period 1914-1917 (war years – any influence?) or 
after 1923? And, don’t forget to look inside your 
covers: you may find some information (like 
Michael Padwee) that will help solve this mystery. 
 
Please note that the above is based on articles in the 
Bulletin, some covers, and some correspondence. 
Many of the covers mentioned in the various places 
lack details. So, if any member had additional data 
to report, please do so. Also, if members in the 
Cincinnati area have the time and interest to do some 
detective work, feel free. I would suggest contacting 
local societies (Cincinnati or Ohio Philatelic or 
Historical Society), libraries (old city directories, 
telephone books, etc.) and newspapers. It would be 
useful to know what Mr. Ossege did for a living (it 
was noted that he was a member of the Cincinnati 
Philatelic Society and the Knights of Columbus. In 
addition, anyone who is a handwriting expert could 
provide an opinion an the writers (same or different) 
of the various covers. 
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Have Another Danish, Please 
Bob Schwerdt 505L 

 
Though geographically small--about 16,500 square 
miles, slightly larger than Switzerland, but twice the 
size of New Jersey, Denmark has a reported perfin 
count of just over 1000 patterns. Any country with a 
thousand perfin types is a BIG country in my 
estimation. 
 
I have collected Danish perfins for years and have 
been happy to acquire some of these punches in 
revenue and semi-postal stamps, though not very 
many. Since I recently obtained a large col1ection of 
Danish perfins, I decided to reorganize my material 
by pairing a face-down perfin with a face-up town 
cancel. Naturally, I believed most postmarks would 
be those of Copenhagen (spelled Kobenhavn or 
Kjobenhavn on Danish stamps). My assumption was 
correct. I was amazed, however, at the number of 
other town cancels found in the perfins. Some had 

two or three different postmarks. 
 
I decided to make a master list of towns found in 
two perfin catalogs: 1983 Engelbrecht and 1990 
Hansen, et al. My list had a total of 96--certainly a 
manageable number. The catalogs also showed in 
some instances two or three towns listed for the 
same perfin pattern. 
 
The pairing was going smoothly until I reached type 
H4 in Engelbrecht (type H1 in Hansen). It is the 
single letter H with a three-hole crossbar attributed 
to Hjemmevaernet with a note indicating “sev. 
Towns”, which I read as “several”. The note is an 
understatement. I found 19 different town 
postmarks, but I can’t identify all of the towns 
because of blurred ink or partial strikes.

 
 

           
 
Following is a list of the towns for my type H4: 
 

 
Legible and catalog listed 

though not listed for type H4 

 
Unlisted towns in both catalogs 
(Spellings may not be accurate) 

 
Incompletes-could be one or more 

towns of master list 
 

Alborg 
Arhus 

Kobenhavn 
Hadsund 
Nyborg 
Odense 

Rand(ers) 
Ringkobing 
Silkeborg 

 

 
Blenstrup 

Herlev 
Ragsverd 
Ringsted 

Saeby 

 
Brae... 
Fred... 

L... 
Ron... 

...ullebolle 

 
Possible explanations for this variety are a bank with 
branch offices or traveling salesmen with company 
stamps for mailing orders back to the company. 

For me, perfin collecting is not all face-down perfin 
types. Those of Denmark exemplify this. So, pass 
me the Danish, I'II gobble up all those postmarks.
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The Oxford Union Society and its Postage 
By Jon Johnson (LM 28) 

 
The Oxford Union Society in Oxford, England, has 
long been credited with originating the concept of 
deterring the pilferage of postage stamps. The 
Society was a Club where members of the 
University could maintain a private Debating Hall, 
Library, Reading and Smoking Rooms, and notably 
for us, a Writing Room. Any domestic letters written 
and posted in the Writing Room by members had the 
postage applied by the Society. As the use of 
postage stamps grew, the Society sought to reduce 
losses in postage stamps that could not be accounted 
for. 
 
Around 1858 (the year varies by source) the Post 
Office approved the Society’s request to ‘overprint’ 
its initials on the face of the Penny Red stamps they 
purchased. Perkins, Bacon & CO., the stamp 
printers, applied the approved overprint in the same 
ink as used to print the stamps. The space between 
the wavy lines was 2.5 mm.  The OUS overprint was 
the only overprint approved by the Post Office until 
1903 when regulations relating to overprints were 
relaxed. 
 

             
 
In 1866, J.C. Boyd & Co. also wished to protect 
their postage. In this case the Post Office approved 
the printing on the back of the stamp, 
‘underprinting’. The procedure was fairly 

convoluted. First, payment for the order, minimum 
of 100 Pounds (24,000 1 penny stamps) was sent to 
the Post Office (Somerset House). The Stamping 
Department thin issued an order authorizing Perkins, 
Bacon to print the required underprint on the stamps. 
Perkins, Bacon took printed sheets of stamps from 
their unfinished stock, printed the underprint (same 
ink as the stamps), gummed the sheets and sent them 
to the Post Office, where if approved, the sheets 
were perforated by the Government machines. 
Perkins, Bacon collected the finished sheets and sent 
them to the customer with an invoice of 5 shillings 
per 100 sheets for printing the underprint. 
 

 
 
In 1870 the Society’s authorization for their 
overprint was withdrawn and they had to change to 
the underprint using the procedure above. In order to 
underprint postage a stereotyping metal form was 
required. At a cost of 5 Pounds, the Society ordered 
the form January 11, 1871. The new form had a 3.5 
mm space between the wavy lines. The initial order 
of 97 underprinted sheets was shipped January 30, 
1871, short 13 sheets which were shipped February 
1, 1871. Perkins, Bacon’s records show that from 
1873 through 1877 the Society ordered about 300 
Pounds of Postage (74,000 1 penny stamps) per 
year. 
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In January 1880 the Society placed an order for 
postage with Perkins, Bacon that they were unable to 
do as they no longer were the stamp printers.  
Messrs. De La Rue were now doing the stamp 
printing. The De La Rue sheets had a space between 
the panes of 120 stamps so the existing 
underprinting form no longer fit the sheet of stamps. 
It appears from the reports that for a few months the 
Society had its postage underprinted, on top of the 
gum. As the space between the lines is 2.5 mm this 
may be the overprint form back in use. Then for the 
next year or so stamps underprinted using the 2.5 
mm form, before the gum was applied, were 
available to the Society.  

 
 
Then in late 1882 the use of the OUS underprint 
ceased. No explanation can be found for the policy 
change. Interestingly the Society never did adopt 
Joseph Sloper’s security procedure of perforating 
their postage stamps. So the Society with the 
overprinted stamps credited as the forerunner to 
perfins never had a perfin. 
 
 
References: 
 
 The Stamp-Collector’s Magazine, June 1864. 
 English Specialists’ Journal, May 1897. 
 The College Stamps of Oxford and Cambridge, 

1904. 
 Perkins, Bacon & Co. Records, Royal Philatelic 

Society 1953. 
 Stanley Gibbons Specialized Catalogue. 

 

 
COUNTRIES USING CONTROL DEVICES 

Vince McDermott (#1787) 
 
In the Nov/Dec issue of The Perfins Bulletin I asked 
for help in identifying countries that used control 
devices. Here is a list of countries identified thus far: 

Austria, Canada, Ceylon, China, France, Great 
Britain, Hong Kong, Japan, Madeira, New 
Zealand, Netherlands and colonies, Strait 
Settlements, Switzerland, and the United States. 
may have used them. 

 
Thanks to Harvey Tilles and Ron Whyte for their 
input. 
 
Anyone having additions to this list and/or 
illustrations of the devices used they might wish to 

share may forward them to me (vjmcdermott@aol 
.com) or to Paul Mistretta at The Bulletin. 
 
Editor’s Note:  Having Vince’s list in hand I have 
made a quick survey of my catalogs and other 
sources associated with these countries. The 
following catalogs (see previous Bulletins (56: 85-
87, 96-97; & 57:14-15). for full citations) and other 
sources illustrate control marks used prior to 
permitting perfin use: France (Dedecker +), Great 
Britain (Samuel [NZ] shows 3; also Mewhinney PB 
439:91, 97,99), Japan (Adachi), New Zealand 
(Samuel), and Switzerland (Baer). Other source 
material is certainly out there. 
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And the Winner is... 
Bob Schwerdt (#555L) 

 
The results of the “Name that 
Country” contest (PB 56:130. [Nov-
Dec 2002]). All entries received 
passing grades (80 or better), but the 
earliest response with the most 
points (105) was submitted by our 
president, Bob Szymanski.  
 
The answers to the perfin’s 
countries of origin are as follows: 
 
 1. Japan 
 2. Great Britain 
 3. Hong Kong 
 4. Romania 
 5. Belgium 
 6. Germany 
 7. Hungary (or Romania) 
 8. East Africa and Uganda 
 9. France 
 10. Portugal 
 11. Netherlands (extra 
credit) 
 
Congratulations to Bob who 
becomes the first winner whose 
name will be inscribed on the Perfin 
Country ID Hall of Fame. And, hats 
off to all contestants – you know 
your perfins!  
 
Later this year I shall try to make 
the next puzzle more challenging. 

 

 

Last Special Auction 
Bob Szymanski (LM-145) 

 
The last of the four auctions of material from the 
Walker/Gersch/Pearson collections will be held from 
March 15 through May 15, 2003. 
 
This auction will have several collections of US 
perfins, a British collection, numerous foreign 
covers and the remaining perfin material. I've saved 
some of the best for last!!! So, there is still quite a 
bit of good perfin material to be had! If you have bid 

in the previous auctions you will automatically 
receive this auction on or about the 15th of March.  
 
Please contact Bob Szymanski, should you desire a 
copy of the last auction. Bob's e-mail and address 
may be found on the back page. 
 
On behalf of the Club, I would like to thank all of 
you who have made these auctions a success. 
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An Icelandic Revenue Perf! 
 
Paul A. Nelson of the American Revenue 
Association, Scandinavian Collectors Club, 
California, recently found me on-line with a 
translation of an article from FRÍMERKJAbla›i› 
(Stamp News) 7(1): 17; 2003. This full color journal 
is published by the Icelandic Philatelic Federation in 
conjunction with Iceland Post. This translation is 
reprinted with permission.  
 
Grei›slumerki are revenue stamps that were required 
on receipts for payments made in Iceland from 1935  
 

 

or so. This stamp, a 10 aur value, was issued in 
1935. It has a 12 3/4 comb perforation. Later 
printings of the same design were printed in 1938, 
1940, and 1941, with line perforation 11.  
 

      
 
This receipt, from the Shell Oil Company in Iceland 
(Shell á  Íslandi) is the first time this perfin has been 
reported to philately. The date of the receipt is 
January 8, 1936. The location of the company was in 
Ísafir›i. To my knowledge, in fact, there have been 
NO other perfins from Iceland reported on any 
stamp..

 
 

Spotted in Auction 
 

Lee Bastien (#3165) reports that Ron Leith Philatelic 
Auctions has again knocked down perrfins lots of 
interest. On September 21, 2002 five lots were 
hammered down as follows. 
 
Lot #154 – 3,000 USA used stamps 1853-1943 

which included ‘HNB’ perfin on US #834 – Est. 
$100 this lot sold for $140. 

Lot  #189 – Australia #5ca dieI and die 2 pair used – 
Est. $300 this lot sold for $140. 

Lot #1601 – 1940 registered money letter with 
atlanta Federal Reserve Bank perfins on US 
#570, #814 and #830. Est. $125 this lot sold for 
$140. 

Lot #1610 – 1940 Brazil matter 1 1/2c rate with 
James Mm Rhodes perfin on US #805 and 
Rhodes Colossus Magazine illustrated logo. Est. 
$100 this lot sold for $110. 

Lot #2279 – 27 Canada OHMS perfin covers 
19380146 – all are 4-hole perfins. Est. $100 this 
lot sold for $55. 

And from William Shields (#2951 comes word of 3 
e-Bay lots of Schermacks as follows: 

 
Item # 3307646405 // Scott #383 with Schermack 

control perfin. Stamp is fault free. Has a light 
pencil number on reverse. [Ed. Note: Des. 90-
18]             Sold on January 26, 2003 for $52.76. 

 
Item # 3307645587 // Nice used example that shows 

a "major" plate flaw in the "U" of US Postage at 
the top. Great item for the specialist!! Stamp is 
fault free. [Ed note: 9 hole Schermack Des. 90-
1]                         Sold Jan 27, 2003 for $53.55. 

 
Item # 3306409555 // Control Perfin [Des.] 90-65 

probably Scott 344 from the 1910 cancel 
although it could be a very early 384. From a 
very specialized collection. Superb in every 
respect.                Sold Jan. 24, 2003 for $26.55.
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Counting the Catalogs 
by Paul Mistretta (LM111) 

 
One of the first things I did when I took over the 
Bulletin this time was look at my collection – of 
catalogs. I feel that I can neither write nor edit 
efficiently without current information on the 
subject and thus current catalogs are essential.  
 
The first product of this work was the publication of 
the lists of citations of the current catalogs (PB 56: 
85-87, 96-97; & 57:14-15). The first list was mine, 
the next two were corrections and additions made by 
members with more current information than mine.  
 
I had planned to begin (in fact I announced in 
January that I would begin) the list I have put 
together of world perfin counts based on these 
catalogs, rather than the census we periodically hold. 
But then, Bob Schwertdt submitted his ‘top 25’ list 
from the most recent Club census and it was too 
good a lead to pass up. So, in February I published 
that list. And, this month he has sent a list from 
Robert Dedecker that I will include as part of this 
introduction to my count the catalog listing. Robert’s 
list is a set of estimates for totals in the various 
country catalogs (unspecified). It is as follows: 
 Great Britain  24,000 
 Germany 22,000 
 France  3,000 
 Austria 2,500 
 Denmark 1,050 
 Belgium 1,000 
 Czechoslovakia 900 
 India 900 
 Italy 900 
 Netherlands  860 
 Romania  800 
 Switzerland 730 
 Hungary  700 
 Australia 600 
 Victoria 600 
And Mr. Dedecker gives an estimate of about 61,000 
different dies for a “top” collection. 
 
So, with these two different summaries as a perfect 
lead-in, I will begin the counting of the catalogs.  
 
I began my listing with the last world census listing. 
However, I rapidly abandoned the empire unit 

format in favor of a purely alphabetic listing. I also 
had to resolve a few naming problems (different 
people using different names for apparently the same 
geographic unit [one good example is Levant – and 
its various other names]). Where names were an 
issue the “catalog” column in hte listing will contain 
a “see...  “-note and no counts will be given for that 
name. 
 
I have addressed a major concern expressed by 
several collectors with respect to the listing of 
current catalogs. Each country/territory name is 
followed by the author and date of the catalog which 
has been counted. Refer back to the Bulletins 
referenced above in this article for a full citation for 
each. 
 
The remaining columns are POST (a count of 
patterns in Postage stamps), REV (a count of 
patterns in revenue stamps), SPEC (specimen 
punches reported for that country/territory), OTH 
(count of Other issues – often separate count of 
officials, postal stationery items, frauulent punches,  
or cinderellas.), and Comments (just that – though 
used somewhat inconsistently.. sorry). 
Inconsistancies in cataloging do exist. Several 
catalogs do not distinguish POST from REV, others 
dion’t distinguish OTH items. Cvounts reflect what I 
could figure out from the catalogs – I don’t speculate 
beyond except in a couple of comments. 
 
The counts are mine alone. If I was tired or 
crosseyed at the time I counted – they may be off by 
a few. I’m easily distracted when I am doing 
something that could be run on autopilot like 
counting... Also, some of the subunits in country 
catalogs are tough to keep straight. South African 
units, Portugese colonies, and several other units 
were a challenge simply due to their inherent 
complexity. The catalogs are great – my counting 
may not be as good! But here goes. 
 
My plan is to publish 2-4 pages each month until I 
run out of pages. The listing is 15 pages long using 9 
point  type (I usually use 11 point). So look for the 
answer as to how many patterns are cataloged 
sometime just after next year’s dues are due.
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Secretary’s Report 
Ken Rehfeld 

 
New Members 
 
#3716  John Root 
 404 Pleasant Street 
 Paxton, MA 01612-1375 
 Beginner, U.S., Finland, Iceland 
 jroot@black.clarku,edu 
  
#3717  Richard Handova 
 9921 Center Drive 
 Villa Park, CA 92861-2771 
 Beginner, Worldwide 
 rhandova@adelphia.net 
  
#3718  William Lesh 
 200 C Street 
 Roseville, CA 95678-3120 
 Beginner, Calinfornia & R.R. perfins 
  
Address Changes 
  
#2228 Alexander Fairlie 
 9880 Choke Cherry Ln 
 Papillion, NE 68046-4545 

#3619  Gerald Roesch 
 2021 E Tierra Buena Ln, Apt 11 
 Phoenix, AZ 85022-3471 
  
#3662 Christina Howland-Stitt 
 8508 Westport Rd 
 Louisville, KY 40242-3048 
  
#3673  Susan Lee Tucker 
 PO Box 1148 
 Defiance, OH 43512-1148 
  
e-mail changes 

 
2654 Stellan Swenson 
 internet discontinued 
1787 Vince McDermott 
 vjmcdermott@aol.com 
 
Membership    609 

  
 

Club Members Want Ads 
 

Wanted:   Perfinned Washington Irving 
stamp(Scott #859) both on and off cover for an 
exhibit. Gary Denis (#3695), PO Box 766, Patuxent 
River, MD 20670-2766. 
 
Wanted:   French Perfins. Will trade other 
countries (Great Britain, Germany, Japan, plus 
many other countries) for French perfins. One 
for one - fifty stamps at a time. Gilberrt Loisel 
13, rue des Sources; Grand Vau; 89500  

Villeneuve-surYonne; France. E-mail 
gilbert.Loisel@worldonline.fr. 
 
 Wanted:  Any pattern on/off cover on U.S. 
Scott #s 620-21 (Norse American); 921 (Korea 
Overrun Country); 1095 (Shipbuilding);1386 
(Harnett); 1391 (Maine Statehood).  Buy/trade. 
Vince McDermott (#1787), 53 Willow Grove 
Rd, Brunswick, ME 04011, 
vjmcdermott@aol.com. 
 

 
Advertisements are published without charge for members on a space-available basis. Members are entitled to one free ad per 
year. Additional ads will be accepted at the following rates: one insertion at 10¢ per word (do not count membership number and 
heading); three consecutive insertions of the same ad at 20¢ per word; six insertions of the same ad at 40¢ per word. Paid ads 
relating to perfins are accepted from non-members. Non-member rates are 15¢ per word for a single insertion, 30¢ per word for 
three consecutive insertions, and 60¢ per word for six consecutive insertions of the same ad. Neither the Perfins Club nor the 
editor accepts responsibility for the validity of the advertisements. Payment for the ads should be made payable to ‘The Perfins 
Club’ and sent to the editor with the request for insertion.  
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The Perfins Bul letin is the official journal of The Perfins Club – Founded 1943 
 

PRESIDENT 
Robert H. Szymanski 

10 Clarridge Circle 
Milford, MA 01757 

508-478-7303 
perfinman@attbi.com 

 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
& AUCTION CHAIRMAN 

Rudy J. Roy 
P.O. Box 5367 

Virginia Beach, VA 23471-0367 
757-499-5234 

RRoyperfin@aol.com 
 
 

SECRETARY 
Ken B. Rehfeld 
P.O. Box 125 

Greenacres, WA 99016-0125 
509-924-6375 (after 6:00 pm 

PST) 
krehfeld@inwhealth.net 

 

LIBRARIAN 
Doug Turner 

P.O. Box3069 
Ventura, CA 93006-3069 

dturner@west.net 
 

SUNSHINE CHAIRPERSON 
Sylvia Maniscalco 

P.O. Box 1731 
Lemon Grove, CA 91946 

 
 

PERFINS SALES MANAGER 
Robert T. Combs 

P.O. Box 220 
Tome, NM 87060-0220 

505-866-0949 
trainman@abq.com 

 
COVER SALES MANAGER 

Millard J. Driscoll 
301 Driver Avenue 

Summerville, SC29483-2961 
843-875-0847 

mdriscoll@sc.rr.com

PUBLICATION SALES 
MANAGER 

David Lightle 
10616 Cielo Vista del  Norte NW 

Corrales, NM 87048 
Kasey2@mindspring.com 

 
U.S.. CATALOG CHAIRMAN 

Richard Learn 
154 Kendall Dr. 

Safety Harbor, FL 34695-4714 
rlearn@gte.net 

 
FOREIGN CATALOG 

CHAIRMAN 
John M. Randall 

2540 Carquinez Avenue 
El Cerrrito, CA94530-1548 

jv.randall@attbi.com 
 

U.S. REVENUE CATALOG 
CHAIRMAN 

Chuck Spaulding 
48 Strathmore Lane 

Rockville Center, NY 11570-1848 
perfinsman@juno.com 

                TREASURER  
Steve Endicott 

20 Greensburgh Lane  
San Anselmo, CA 94960-1000 

perfin@juno.com 

Submit Bulletin articles, news, or advertisements to: 
Paul A. Mistretta 

722 Indian Manor Ct., Stone Mountain, GA 30083 
404-296-8871 aft. 6pm (EST)   pamistretta@earthlink.net

 
The Perfins Bulletin is copyrighted by The Perrfins Club   Cited quotations are encouraged.  
Permission for extensive use of information in the Bulletin may be obtained from the editor. 

 
The Perfins Bulletin (ISSN 8750-1627; USPS 120-490) is published monthly, except bi-monthly in July/August and 
November/December. The publisher is The Perfins Club, Inc., 20 Greensburg Ln., San Anselmo, CA 94960-1000. 

Periodicals postage is paid at San Anselmo, CA and at additional offices. 
Postmaster: Please send address changes to The Perfins Club, Inc., P.O. Box 125, Greenacres, WA 990160125  

Visit The Perfins Club web site at http://www.perfins.com/perfclub.htm 
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