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‘ggag;g_g;zgg%%az There are numercus instances where experiepeced ¢oll-~
ectors &s well as the beginner make errors in classifying snd identify--

ing perfins. For thes regord then, we are presenting & shopt list of
these pitfalls; which, obvious though they may be, still preseént
problems for the cataloger. ’ o

1, Missing holes: It is quite common for the pins in & perforating
machine to break off. This event sets the stage for ¢he production

of defective perfins which have one of several holes misgsing. Usually
such "wissing hole™ varieties are sasy to spot, but it f?eguently
happens that an R 1s transformed into a P, 6r an O iffto o C. Sowetimes
these gucidentally crected "new" letters mey be distinguished by their
distorted shapes; Just as. oftpn the metamorphosis is eomplete and the
*vuriety*'w&igihefrvpcp$1¢~s,;‘, yoct . I fact, 1t even hoppens that
whole letiers are sometimes siiMinated from the design when many pins
become defuctive., An experidigifl oollector w ho hag mapy designs
memorized can sometimes purge thWegie interlopers, but still they persist
in slipping ¥aat all safeguards. The woral of this parsagruph is: Be
sure to examine your new perfins carefully before reporting then.

2. Bent pins: It might be well to mention here the h of "bent pins.”
Some perfin designn, apparently unique, have been sald to be crected
from another design by the accidental bending of a pis ip the perforat-
ing mechanism. However, one can easily understand how untenzble this

, concept is when 1t is explsined that for each pin in the machine there
is an ldentically placed hole in the steel buseplete. It is obvious

that the mochine cogia not operuats properly if c pin were bent wund
could not fit into its hole. Bent pins are pessibfe, but not bBent holes.

3. Off~center perfins: Wher stomps are not properly cemgprsc uncer
perforator, it sometimes occurs that the perfin design wiil not zppecr
as & unit on the stamp. Most frequently it will be split imto two
complementary parts; creating whct is ically celled a "aplit."

It also happene, however, that letters or other portions of the design
will not appear onywhere on the stamp piving rise to a new kind of

Epnudo-txyu, Precoption wust g used in reporting perfins where the
ritials are placed close to the edge of gae stggp.

4, Identifications: Do not under any circumstanccs ever guess an
identification, Memy correct guesses have been mude, but the few bad
gussses can reduss the integrity of a whole catzlog. Covers are the
best way to identify £ins, but even they are not infallible.
Precancels are vcluable in specifying locutions, as are cancellations.
The latter however arc very trecchérous beccuse business mcil is
sometimes transported to other cities before mailing. '

sen B R leNG MACHIRRS: The Cummings Perforator Company builds most of

# periorators used in the U.S, There are two important types: z.The
kind with five sets of pins and heles which is capable of pune hing
through four loyers at one stroks or 20 stamps, b.The second kind

sets of pins gnd holes and is capuble of handling up to 40

stamps a stroke. Approximately 400 and stumps can be perforuted
per minute by the two meachines respactivalia At the operatoris discret-
ion, perfin designs may be plmced in ulmost any position and “mirror
images" may be created by folding the Iiﬁgﬁixﬂg sheets properly.
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